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Literacy volunteers celebrate students' achievements at program in Derby
Article and photos by
Ralph Villers
DERBY - It was a time to
acknowledge learning
success in the Valley at the
Literacy Volunteers’ yearend celebration last week at
Derby Public Library.
The mission of Literacy
Volunteers is to empower
adults through literacy. As
the event program notes, it
was a day to celebrate students in the
Valley and thank the tutors and donors
who helped them succeed.
More than 20 certificates of
achievement were arrayed on a table.
Each of these documents attested to a
student’s desire for improvement in
their English communication skills and succeeding in their goals.
Donna Violante, Executive Director of
Literacy Volunteers, explained the
value of the program:
“We appreciate the perseverance of our students. Please
don’t give up on your learning. You will get better and
better at your English reading, writing, and speaking skills
if you keep coming to class, working with your tutors and
fellow students - and learning from each other.’’
Two students read their essays for the organization’s Hear
our Voices publication.
Holly from Seymour noted the value of learning better
communications in the program. “I truly feel I can function
better in life as I am more confident as a person. I am very
grateful to Literacy Volunteers and my teacher Mary
(Rakos) for the positive influences they have had in my
life.”
Ming from Shelton has been in America for six months,
and also has an appreciation for Literacy
Volunteers. “When I arrived here everything is
different than in China and I don’t know anyone
(at first). I get help from my teacher (Becky Laughlin) who is very nice and
very kind. She thinks - and I think - I am getting better, and that’s what counts.”
Kathi Hunt, Program Manager for the Valley, congratulated all students that
completed the 2016-2017 tutoring year, learning to “read, write, speak, and
listen in English.”
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Hunt thanked the volunteer tutors for spending their own time to prepare
lesson plans, drive to the location, and give up a lot of their personal time.
“Volunteering is such an admirable commitment and volunteers …they are
the foundation of our program.
“I have been here for two years and love my job and love to have the
opportunity to work with adults looking for an opportunity to improve their
lives,” she said.
Guest speaker was Yliana Miller, a board member and manager of the
Shelton branch of Wells Fargo Bank. As an immigrant herself, she offered a unique viewpoint.
“I can hold myself as an example," Miller said. "When I came to this country 18 years ago, I wish I had the opportunity for an
Literacy Volunteers to help me learn the language.”
Miller encouraged those who know someone who can benefit from the program to urge them to take advantage of it. She sums
up the value of Literacy Volunteers for all who want “to learn the language and take the opportunity to become who they want
to be in this country.”
Mary Alice O’Brien spoke of the rewards of being a tutor. O’Brien said she works with someone who appreciates the program
and wants to learn more and more. “She is very eager and likes a challenge. I can give her work that is a little more difficult
work than she is used to and she just goes for it. She is awesome.”
Violante said beyond the celebration learning will continue as students are encouraged to do so. “Encouragement is so
important to help keep people motivated to keep learning and to take pride in their accomplishments.
“Thanks especially to our students to reach their achievements and the ability for them to reach their personal goals this past
year and hope you can continue with us next year.”
There is no charge forLiteracy Volunteers’ services. Funders include the Valley Community Foundation, Katharine Matthies
Foundation, Pitney Bowes Foundation, the Valley United Way and individual donors.
Literacy Volunteers has moved to its new office at TEAM Inc, 30 Elizabeth Street in Derby. They may be reached at 203-736-5420
ext. 267 Learn more at the Literacy Volunteers website and Facebook page

Classic cars to shine in Father's Day show at Shelton History Center
SHELTON - Enjoy a day with Dad and Granddad peeking under the hoods of the cars they remember from their youth at the
Shelton Historical Society’s Vintage Vehicles Antique and Classic Car Show on Father’s Day, June 18.
This annual event will run from 10 am - 2 pm at Shelton History
Center, 70 Ripton Road.
Sponsors of this year’s show include the Derby-Shelton Rotary
Club and the Valley Community Foundation.
There is still time for owners of antique and classic vehicles of
all kinds to register to participate in this special event.
Entry forms may be found at www.sheltonhistoricalsociety.org or
by calling 203-925-1803. Vehicle egistration is $10.
The Brownson House will be open to the public with a

completed 1913 appearance and will be available for tours
along with the other buildings at Shelton History Center.
Admission is $1 for dads, $5/adults and $10/family of four.
Proceeds benefit the educational programs of the Shelton
Historical Society, whose mission is to “preserve elements of the
community’s history in order to create connections between
Shelton’s past, present, and future generations through
education, maintaining a museum with its collections, and
providing a voice in the community regarding matters of
historical significance.”
For additional information including directions, visit the website or see
www.facebook.com/SheltonHistoricalSociety
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