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Message of solemn 9/11 ceremony in Derby is 'never forget'
By Patricia Villers
DERBY - A solemn ceremony held Monday to remember the lives lost Sept. 11, 2001 drew about 200 to the Derby Green.
Monday marked the 16th anniversary of the day when foreign terrorists murdered almost 3,000 innocent people in attacks in New York
City, Pennsylvania, and Washington, D.C.
The service was held at the 9/11 memorial that
features a steel I-beam that was part of one of the
felled twin towers in New York City.
The ceremony was hosted by the Derby Fire

Department. Members of Ansonia’s Webster
Hose, Hook and Ladder Company #3
participated.
The message was never forget.
Guest speaker Vaughan Dumas, assistant chief
of the Orange Fire Department, talked about the
importance of helping others.
He said “giving a small piece back” is the best
way to honor those heroic first responders who
paid the ultimate price on Sept. 11, 2001.
“What better way to honor the memory of the
fallen than to commit to service?” Dumas asked.
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Lack of curb cuts in downtown Derby irks writer
.. and someone parked at a curb cut in front of opera house, making access impossible

By Ralph Villers
Photos by Patricia Villers
DERBY - Since I am a power wheelchair user, I tend to
see things a bit differently than most.
Such as noticing the existence (or not) of mundane
things others may miss - such as curb cuts at
intersections.
I wanted to get optimal parking on Monday when we
attended the 9/11 ceremony on the Derby Green (see
P.1).
I parked next to the H-Cue BBQ restaurant on the
corner of Elizabeth and Fifth Streets. It seemed perfect,
close to the event and level parking to deploy the ramp
on my van.
All went well until I exited my vehicle and attempted to
cross the street. However, there was no curb cut. There
was no easy way to cross the street - in front of the van,
there was a driveway but it was very steep. Had I attempted to back down it, I would be blindly entering the street.
I moved down the sidewalk to the first curb cut - which was blocked by a vehicle. That really didn’t matter as there was not
a corresponding curb cut on the other side of Elizabeth Street. Ultimately, I was able to cross at the curb cuts by Plaza on the
Green.
It was a nice day so I was not going to complain - I was able to see the the ceremony. Later we captured a few views at the
corner, and noted that a four-way intersection there were only two curb cuts.
There are other places to park downtown that allow me to visit and safely cross the street - but the City of Derby needs to
take a look at correcting this intersection as soon as possible.
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