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Ansonia schools proclaim: We Are Ansonia Strong
ANSONIA – The positive theme for the 2019-20 school year was unveiled on
Aug. 26 at Ansonia High School.
We Are Ansonia Strong is
emblazoned in white
across the navy T-shirts
that were provided to staff.
The shirts were presented. to more than 250 teachers,
administrators and support staff.
Nearly all recipients of the shirts wore them on Aug. 27 for the
second day of Professional Development.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joseph DiBacco invited to wear
them on the first Friday of every month this year.
“I have never been more excited and energized about anything
in my professional career,” he said of this messaging. “We have
a phenomenal team. My goal is to contribute to the immense
pride of the Ansonia community.”
We Are Ansonia Strong was made in
memory of the late Dom Golia,
Ansonia’s Food Service Director, who
“wanted to make sure that everyone
was part of the team” DiBacco noted.
Two of Golia’s colleagues helped in
creating the slogan and design of the
T-shirt.
Vin Pastore, the district’s Network
Director, and Bob Evans, the Director
of Facilities, worked with DiBacco in
ensuring the clear and positive
message.
“I am proud to be part of this,” said
Pastore. who said it was one of the
best things since he has been in the
district. “It was all very positive.
People were excited to get something
and to feel appreciated.”
DiBacco said that in the months
ahead “we should look for increasing
opportunities for students.”
Mat Hough, president of the Ansonia
Federation of Teachers said “Ansonia
Strong represents how far we have
come in the last year,”
He heralded the many new
teachers and other staff hired over
the summer.
DiBacco said to the assembled
about the theme and direction of
the new school year: “Thank you
for your patience and your belief
in what we can do.”
This is a press release from
Ansonia Public Schools
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Derby remembers heroes of 9-11
Photo by Patricia Villers

DERBY - At the 9/11 memorial on the
Green last week, the lights at the
memorial were shining toward the
heavens.
Just as this is done every 9/11 at the
site of the World Trade Center tragedy
in New York City on Sept. 11, 2001.
This year’s service was held at the 9/11
sculpture that features a steel I-beam
that was salvaged from one of the felled
twin towers in New York City.
The event honored 8 paramedics, 23
NYC police officers., 37 Port Authority
police officers, one member of the NYC
fire patrol and 343 NYC firefighters who
perished that day in service to others.
The solemn ceremony reminds us that
those dedicated to serve us on our
behalf will do so selflessly with no
regard to their possible costs. Not only
do we memorialize the fallen - let us
continue to praise those who continue
to do so.

VCF awards more than $175,000 from scholarship funds
To support educational pursuits of local students
DERBY - With the 2019-2020 school year starting, the Valley Community
Foundation (VCF) announced that it has awarded more than $175,000 from
more than 60 scholarship funds to students pursuing higher education.
While many of these students are entering their first year of higher education
this fall, some awards provide renewable tuition assistance for up to four years
“For many Valley residents, establishing a scholarship not only pays tribute to
their family but it can also memorialize their name at a local high school,” said Sharon Closius, VCF President &
CEO. “Establishing a scholarship to benefit local high schools is an investment in our community’s future and
reflects the value of education.”
Civic organizations, such as Rotary Clubs, and local businesses have a tradition of providing annual scholarships to
Valley high schools, and now more individuals and families are helping to create a pool of permanent scholarship
funds.
With endowed scholarships, the schools know they will have money each year to support the academic endeavors of
their graduating seniors.
For years VCF has worked with the Valley’s high schools to manage and administer scholarship funds.
The money is invested in a large investment pool that has historically yielded a better return, which increases the
size of the fund over time.
Scholarships are established, managed, and invested with VCF, while the high school continues to select the
recipients of various scholarships
The advantage to the schools by VCF managing these funds is that the staff saves time and money by not
administering individual savings accounts.
Donors can simply select eligibility requirements for the scholarship based on a student’s field of study, academic
achievements, extracurricular activities, financial need, background, or geography.
Some scholarships give a single award to support a graduating senior pursuing higher education while others can be
renewable through college.
If you are interested in establishing a scholarship fund, contact Sharon Closius, VCF President & CEO, for more
information at 203-751-9162 or valleyfoundtion.org/howtosetupafund.
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