
  

 

Press Release Monday 17th September 
 
BBC Radio 4 Any Questions? broadcast live from Worthing College 
 
Last Friday, 13th September, Worthing College was the venue for the weekly live broadcast of this 
famous programme.  
 
Over 200 people took their seats in the Exhibition Hall at the college to listen to the live debate, 
chaired by Jonathan Dimbleby.  
 
The four panellist’s joining the debate were Lord Adonis, labour peer, Vera Hobhouse, MP for Bath, 
Sherelle Jacobs, Daily Telegraph journalist and Bernard Jenkins, MP for North Essex and Harwich.  
 
Questions submitted by the audience resulted in debates across a broad range of topical political and 
social issues. They included the current state of the prison service, the response to the Arch Bishop 
of Canterbury’s comments about the Church of England’s investment in Amazon. The debate, which 
provoked the liveliest response from the audience, started with a question about whether 
technology could solve the issue of a hard border in Northen Ireland as the debate inevitably became 
about the wider issue of Brexit including a discussion around trade deals. 
 
Paul Amoo, the Chair of Governors at the college who invited the BBC to host the programme a year 
ago said “we are very proud to have the BBC here today to demonstrate our commitment to put the 
college at the centre of the local community as a venue for a wide range of uses” 
 
The last question of the night centred around the recent outburst by Serena Williams where the 
panel all agreed that whilst the behaviour was not to be condoned it did raise issues that 
discrimination is still clearly being felt by women in sport, even ones at the very top of their sport. 
 
The response from the local community to the programme was very positive with 250 tickets being 
booked and a huge number of questions being submitted for the panel to consider. Jonathan 
Dimbleby even commented on how engaged the audience were! 
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