
US HISTORY
UNIT 2 – LESSON 2A AND 2B – INDIAN WARS & THE BATTLE OF LITTLE BIGHORN



LEARNING TARGET / DO NOW

 Learning Target

 I can connect the passage of the 

Homestead Act (Reconstruction) to 

the settlement of the mid-west and 

determine its effect on Native 

Americans.

 I can determine how Native 

Americans both successfully and 

unsuccessfully resisted settlement of 

the Great Plains

 Do Now 1: Get out Homestead act 

questions for a HW check

 Do Now 2:

 In the context of going out to eat at 

a restaurant…what is a reservation?

 What does the term Reservation 

mean, if it is applied to land?



DEBRIEF HOMESTEAD ACT

 1a. What is the homestead act and what did this encourage people to do in America?

 1b. Why do you think America passed this law?

 2.  If you were a person living in another country, why might this act encourage you 
(Pull) to come to America?

 3. If you were an African American living during reconstruction, what might this act 
mean to you (Pull)?

 4. Historical interpretation: 

 A. The article uses the words “public land” in the last sentence…Why might some people 
argue that characterization of the land is misleading?

 B. The article uses the word “scheme” (make plans, especially in a devious way or with 
intent to do something illegal or wrong) in the second paragraph…Why would they use this 
word to describe the homestead act?



DEBRIEF / FINISH CONSEQUENCES

 5. How did the homestead act break earlier promises to Native Americans?

 6a. Why did the US government begin to force (Push) Native Americans off the 

land that was reserved for them?

 6b. How did Native Americans react?



INDIAN WAR – PART 1

 Procedure: Read the text for part 1 and answer the questions that follow

 (Cause) Why did the US government confine Native American’s to reservations 

starting in 1851?

 (Consequence) How did some Native tribes react to the reservation system? Why?

 Though successful in some battles, why do you infer the US government ultimately 

managed win the Indian Wars and confine all Native tribes on to reservations?



INDIAN WAR – PART 2

 Procedure:

 Get a laptop and go to google classroom

 Answer the map questions on your handout

 1. Looking at the map, what has happened to Native land from 1800s – 2000s?

 2. How many major battles took place between the US government and Native tribes?

 3. What does this map prove happened? (i.e. connect to the text in part 1)





BATTLE OF LITTLE BIG HORN

 Procedure:

 Watch video introduction

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM4eQBpfGIg

 Open up google doc / PDF

 Read textbook intro and answer the questions on your google doc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM4eQBpfGIg

