
THE CHALLENGE OF

It encompasses all of life!



34“A new commandment I give to you,

that you love one another, even as I

have loved you, that you also love one

another. 35By this all men will know that

you are My disciples, if you have love

for one another.”

(John 13:34-35)



35But love your enemies, and do good,

and lend, expecting nothing in return;

and your reward will be great, and you

will be sons of the Most High; for He

Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil

men. 36Be merciful, just as your Father

is merciful.

(Luke 6:35-36)



15“If you love Me, you will keep My

commandments. 16I will ask the Father,

and He will give you another Helper, that

He may be with you forever; 17that is the

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot

receive, because it does not see Him or

know Him, but you know Him because

He abides with you and will be in you.”

(John 14:15-17)



Surrendering to the Holy

Spirit in our lives is

necessary. Such a surrender,

begins with confession,

then repentance, obedience,

submission, and service.





The Law of Reciprocation



“Pity Sir Robert Watson Watt

Strange target of his radar plot,

And this, with others I could mention,

A victim of his own invention.”

Poem by Sir Robert Watson Watt,

the inventor of the radar

[Brett Blair, Sermon Illustrations, 1998. www.sermonillustrations.com]



37“Do not judge, and you will not be

judged; and do not condemn, and you

will not be condemned; pardon, and

you will be pardoned.”

(Luke 6:37)



38“Give, and it will be given to you. They

will pour into your lap a good

measure—pressed down, shaken

together, and running over. For by your

standard of measure it will be measured

to you in return.”

(Luke 6:38)





If you don’t like to be judged, then don’t

judge. If you don’t like to be condemned,

then don’t condemn. If you want to be

pardoned, then pardon. If you want to

receive abundantly, then give generously.



Parables of Self-Examination



39And He also spoke a parable to them:

“A blind man cannot guide a blind man,

can he? Will they not both fall into a

pit? 40A pupil is not above his teacher;

but everyone, after he has been fully

trained, will be like his teacher.”

(Luke 6:39-40)



41“Why do you look at the speck that is

in your brother’s eye, but do not notice

the log that is in your own eye?”

(Luke 6:41)



42“Or how can you say to your brother,

‘Brother, let me take out the speck that

is in your eye,’ when you yourself do

not see the log that is in your own eye?

You hypocrite, first take the log out of

your own eye, and then you will see

clearly to take out the speck that is in

your brother’s eye.”

(Luke 6:42)



43“For there is no good tree which

produces bad fruit, nor, on the other

hand, a bad tree which produces good

fruit. 44For each tree is known by its

own fruit. For men do not gather figs

from thorns, nor do they pick grapes

from a briar bush.”

(Luke 6:43-44)



45“The good man out of the good

treasure of his heart brings forth what

is good; and the evil man out of the evil

treasure brings forth what is evil; for his

mouth speaks from that which fills his

heart.”

(Luke 6:45)



What truly matters is what fills our

heart! If God’s goodness by His Spirit

fills us, then it will be made known

through our words and deeds.



Some facts about the Tower:

• Pisa means “marshy land” in

Greek.

• It’s original height was 60

meters (196.85 feet), but its

current height is 56.67 meters

(185.93 feet) on the highest

side and 55.86 meters (183.27

feet) on the lowest side.

• Although it was designed to

be perfectly vertical, it started

to lean during construction.
[Source: www.towerofpisa.org]

The Leaning Tower of Pisa



A Life of Obedience

to Jesus as Lord



46“Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and

do not do what I say? 47Everyone who

comes to Me and hears My words and

acts on them, I will show you whom he

is like:”

(Luke 6:46-47)



48“he is like a man building a house,

who dug deep and laid a foundation on

the rock; and when a flood occurred,

the torrent burst against that house and

could not shake it, because it had been

well built.”

(Luke 6:48)



49“But the one who has heard and has

not acted accordingly, is like a man who

built a house on the ground without any

foundation; and the torrent burst

against it and immediately it collapsed,

and the ruin of that house was great.”

(Luke 6:49)



Obedience is key in following someone as

your Lord, and is measured by action, not

just knowledge. The mark of true obedience

will have a lasting effect, because it will

pass the test of trials and time.



“It is not the importance of the thing, but the majesty

of the Lawgiver, that is to be the standard of

obedience . . . Some, indeed, might reckon such

minute and arbitrary rules as these as trifling. But the

principle involved in obedience or disobedience was

none other than the same principle which was tried in

Eden at the foot of the forbidden tree. It is really this:

Is the Lord to be obeyed in all things whatsoever He

commands? Is He a holy Lawgiver? Are His creatures

bound to give implicit assent to His will?”

— Andrew Bonar
(He was referring to the laws found in Leviticus, quoted in J. Bridges,

The Pursuit of Holiness, p. 23.) [www.sermonillustration.com]


