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26th Annual Conference
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Carousel Oceanfront
Hotel and Condos
Ocean City, Maryland

Come join us for a fantastic conference filled with education, networking and friends, where you can potentially receive up to 16 hours of Core of Knowledge training, including 2 Professional Activity Units! With 3
unique Keynote speakers, this conference has something for every provider!
CONFERENCE SCHEDULEFRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2017
6:45 am – 12:15 pm & 1:15 pm – 6:30 pm..........................................…......Registration
7:30 am ........................................................................................... Continental Breakfast
8:00 am – 8:45 am ........................................................... Greetings and Announcements
9:00 am – 10:00 am .................................................................................. General Session
10:15 am – 12:15 pm.............................................................................................Session I
11:00 am – 6:30 pm................................................... .Vendors and Silent Auction Open
12:20 pm……………………..…………………………….…………Vendor Celebration
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm……………………………………………….Lunch (On Your Own)
1:15 pm—1:45 pm…………………….……………....…..Live Auction on the Overlook
2:15 pm – 4:15 pm ............................................................................................ ..Session II
4:30 pm – 6:30 pm .............................................................................................Session III
7:30 pm – 10:00 pm………………………………..….…….Social Mixer (Bar/Overlook)
General Session 9:00 am—10:00 am

Count Us In!
Presented by Mary Beth Salomone Testa, NAFCC Policy Consultant
It’s time for action! Providers will recognize the role of family child care for families, in the early childhood field, and policy
decisions. Learn how to navigate the big aspirations of the Power to the Profession initiative, and drive for quality in early childhood programs, while dealing with the here-and-now realities of programs, providers, and families who are counting on us. We
have the stories and experiences, as well as the data and research to make our case. Seasoned and new advocates will get tools,
tips, and new excitement to say “Count Us In!”
Mary Beth Salomone Testa brings over 15 years of experience in team-building, advocacy and policy
development with expertise in connecting policy and practice. Mary Beth has led advocacy campaigns
across a variety of states and at the federal level, representing and building coalitions with child care
providers, child care resource and referral agencies, home visiting programs, and the Children’s Defense Fund. As a policy consultant, Mary Beth offers strategic analysis, capacity-building, and mobilization for federal and state policy and legislative affairs. Clients include local, state and national organizations. Every voice counts!

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018
Session I 10:15 – 12:15 pm

A. Telling Your Story to Promote the Power of Family
Child Care – PRO
Mary Beth Testa & Debbie Moore

Keynote Speaker

NAFCC’s policy agenda urges Congress to recognize the role of
family child care for families, in the early childhood field, and in
policy decisions. Come to this session to engage with the policy
agenda, connect policy ideas to your stories and experiences, and
promote the power of family child care.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018
Session II
2:15 – 4:15 pm
G. Working with Generation X and Millennial Parents–
COMM/PRO
Lacey Tsonis

Generation X and Millennial parents have unique perspectives
and approaches to raising their children. Understanding who
they are and how they approach parenting can help you build
meaningful and supportive relationships. Come explore how
Generation X and Millennials parent and what you can do to
engage them.

B. Mindful Leaders & Wholehearted Leadership – PRO
Dhruti Patel and Amy Rhodes

Explore the fundamentals of mindfulness that can help achieve a
more focused, meaningful, and productive life, in turn create positive influence, and provide wholehearted leadership.

C. The Secret Sauce to Marketing in the Moment - PRO
Michael Tasner

If you want to bring more business to your family child care,
there is no better way than marketing in the moment. In this eyeopening presentation, you will learn how to capitalize on social
media, grab prospective parents’ attention, and leverage video for
better results.

D. Supporting High Level Play - CD
Crystal Ey

Let them play, we say! Child Care professionals will identify the
characteristics of high level play, the importance of play-based
learning, and the role of the provider in facilitating play in homebased, preschool, and school age settings. Participants will gain
strategies that support play-based learning opportunities and environments for children.

E. Unlocking the Door to Success: Keys to Inclusion
and Behavior Management - SN
Morgan Horvath

Through hands-on activities and experiences, providers will explore and increase their familiarity with best practices, such as
engaging classroom arrangement, balanced visual schedules, effective transitions, zone defense, using proactive language for
behavior management, and the importance of teaching about
emotions.

F. Utilizing Play to Guide Children’s Learning– CUR
Nicole Pierre
Play is the foundation of children’s learning in early childhood.
Early childhood educators have the power to increase the learning
power of play through intentional planning and building on children’s interests. Increasing research has supported the idea that
play has all of the key ingredients needed to create successful
learning experiences for all children. This session will explore all
of the superpowers of play and how to support effective play in
your program.

H. Who’s There to Protect the Children: Supporting
Mandated Reporters– HSN
Alan Guttman

In this highly engaging workshop video vignettes and research
will be presented to inform discussions around the development
of strategies, policies and procedures to ensure consistent reporting. This workshop will ensure that providers establish
policies, procedures and strategies that protect children when
abuse is suspected.

I. Tapping Into Your Superpowers: Linking Early
Childhood Practices, the Early Learning Assessment,
and the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment to Promote
Language Development– CURR/CD
Robert Wagner & Linda Carling

This session is designed to give you an overview of researchbased best practices for supporting oral language development
in young children. Participants will use their power of knowledge to identify best practices, enhance their power of observation to gain information and plan meaningful activities, and
learn about super tools like the ELA and KRA.

J. Cultural Competency: What Does it Mean? – PRO
Sharon Vance

This workshop will explore the many facets of developing and
promoting a culturally competent environment for children,
families, and staff including administrative practices, curriculum, and family engagement. Participants will also learn how
they can earn the Cultural Competency endorsement to add to
their Maryland EXCELS rating.

K . Early Mathematics Experiences to Support School
Readiness – CURR/CD
Lisa Davis

This interactive session will provide participants with a variety
of resources, along with an opportunity to explore the mathematics domain and build an understanding of early mathematics concepts and learning progressions. Participants will leave
with many ideas about fun and engaging ways to support their
young learners.
More choices for Session II on page 3

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018
Session II 2:15 pm – 4:15 pm
Continued
L. Overcoming Immunity to Change – PRO
Steve Rohde

Based on the work of Lisa Lahey and Robert Kegan and their
book, Immunity to Change, this workshop will explore our resistance to change. It will include individually completing an immunity map worksheet, which will elaborate our goals and what is
holding us from our goals. This workshop is a must for those who
want greater success with personal and professional goals.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2018
Session III
4:30 pm– 6:30 pm
M. Building a Strong Foundation- CD
Nicole Pierre

In a world with less personal interactions, the meaning of friendship and how it is developed has changed. The development of
friendships in early childhood provides a foundation for positive
interactions and relationships through adulthood. In this workshop, participants will explore the different aspects of friendship
and how to embed these skills into their environment and routines

N. Using PBS KIDS Educational Media to Achieve Learning Goals- CURR
Krista Respass

Discuss effective media usage practices in early childhood programs and develop screen-time policies for intentional use of media to achieve educational goals. Participants will work collaboratively to develop activity plans incorporating PBS KIDS content
using the Watch, Play, Explore, Share learning model.

O. A Practical Guide to Quality Improvement - PRO
Vickie DiSanto & Yvonne Bell

In this session we offer practical hints for implementing criteria
for Maryland EXCELS in a family child care setting. Topics discussed are what to consider when creating schedule, lesson plan,
behavior policy, and contract and/or handbook, as well as having
a healthy approach to change.

P. Encouraging Mindful Messes: Exploring Science and
Nature with Children as Behavior Management – CUR
Aurora Sanchez
This seminar intends to work with Early Childhood educators to
recognize the importance of science and nature study as a method
of engaging young children in behavioral and emotional selfregulation.

Q. Activities for All – SN
Sheila George

This training from LiteBrite’s I Am Moving, I Am Learning series
is full of ideas and resources on physical activity that you can
include in early childhood programs. Learn strategies of modifying and adapting to teach all children in physical activity and motor
skill development.

Accommodation Information
Call 1-800-641-0011
Rooms

Rates

Non-Ocean View, Dlx 2 Queen…...$59 Th & Su, $87 F & Sa
Ocean Front, 2 Q………………...$79 Th & Su, $128 F & Sa
Suite non-oceanfront……………..$79 Th & Su, $128 F & Sa
Condo - 2 Bedroom2 Bath……...$139 Th & Su, $180 F & Sa
Condo - 3 Bedroom 2 Bath……..$164 Th & Su, $225 F & Sa

+10.5% State and Local tax on all rooms
Terms and Conditions
Registration will be processed on a first-come, first-serve basis. We
will do our best to place you in your first-choice workshops. We do,
however, reserve the right to place you in another workshop if there
is no longer space available. Class sizes are limited; early registration is recommended.
Confirmations will be mailed electronically. If you do not receive an
email registration confirmation by October 1st, please email the
contact below. NO PHONE CALLS WILL BE MADE TO VERIFY
SELECTIONS. Classes and/or instructors are subject to change. If
you do Not complete the above 1 st, 2nd & 3rd Choices, the Conference Committee has the right to place you where they like.
Registration Packets Postmarks MUST follow the deadline dates
listed.
Any check returned as unpaid and/or non-sufficient funds will be
charged a $50.00 (fifty dollar) fee
Please note that your credit card information will not be stored in any
database in any way. It will be securely transmitted from the President to the MSFCCA Treasurer who manually enters and processes
your registration fee. At that time, your credit card will be charged
and processed. After processing, your credit card information will
be destroyed.
Cancellation/Refund Policy
No refunds shall be offered for all payments made for registration
cancellation or no-shows.
Photo Release
I give MSFCCA consent to photograph me, record my voice, and the
use of these photographs and/or recordings singularly or in conjunction with other photographs and/or recordings for advertising, publicity,
commercial or other business purposes. I understand that the term
“photograph” encompasses both still photographs and video footage. I
release all claims against MSFCCA with respect to copyright ownership and publication including any claim for compensation related to
use of the materials.
Code of Conduct
Please take some time to review the Conference Code of Conduct
located on our website: www.msfcca.org/conference

Maryland State Family Child Care Association
CONFERENCE SCHEDULESATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018

7:00 am – 12:30 pm………………….Registration
8:00 am………...Silent Auction & Vendors Open
8:30 am - 10:30 am……………………Session IV
10:45 am - 12:00pm……………………....Brunch
11:15 am - 11:45 am…………………….Roll Call
12: 15 pm - 1:15 pm ………….....General Session
2:00 pm……………………...Silent Auction Ends
2:45 pm - 4:45 pm……………………...Session V
4:35pm-6:00 pm...Silent Auction/Raffle Checkout
7:00 pm – 11:00 pm.……......…..Conference Gala
General Session
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM

In this session, we will focus on the different ways we miscommunicate with children and
adults without being aware of it. We will learn 3 secrets to being more empowered both
inside the classroom and at home in the areas of behavior management strategies, selfregulation and overall general health. Participants will leave the session eager to apply
these secrets to their own businesses.

Ron holds a Master of Education specializing in early childhood. He has spent over
15 years working and presenting in the education marketplace. He is a best selling
author, top motivational speaker, and presenter and most importantly…He is
funny. He presents school assemblies and educator trainings all over the United
States. His study of martial arts, yoga, reiki and improv rounds out a powerful hero
for what is right and good. When Ron is not empowering school staff, parents and
students, he and his team of instructors are teaching children his award-winning
Yogarate® program at many preschools including the future leaders of this planet at
the preschool at the United Nations.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018
Session IV 8:30 am – 10:30 am
R. Visions, Missions, and Goals: Having a Clear Direction
for Your Business – PRO
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR
Cindy Terebush

SUNDAY LEADERSHIP ATTENDEES

During this working session, attendees will be guided to use their
values as a basis for visioning, planning and setting realistic, stepby-step goals that reflect their authentic leadership.

S. Don’t Call Me Kid: Understanding the Generation Gap –
COMM/PRO
Lacey Tsonis

Are Millennials really entitled? Why do Baby Boomers love
committees? Come explore what influenced each generation
during their critical years, how this shaped the characteristics we
see today, and how this information can help you have more
productive interactions with everyone you know!

T. OCC Roundtable – PRO
Jenn Nizer, Steve Hicks, Lou Valenti

The Maryland State Department of Education- Office of Child
Care is responsible for the licensing of the child care facilities, the
Child Care Subsidy program, the Maryland Child Care Credential,
Maryland EXCELS and the Child Care Development Fund grants
and contracts for improving child care quality. Participants will
receive information on regulations, initiatives and issues to the
child care community.

U. A Career Pathway to Achieving a Qualified Workforce –
PRO
Angeline Bishop-Oshoko & Agneatha Wright
The Maryland Child Care Credential is a quality initiative program that
recognizes child care providers who go beyond the requirements of State
licensing and registration regulations. Participating providers are required
to complete training in six Core of Knowledge areas that will help them
develop the knowledge and skills to provide the best possible care for the
children and families they serve.

V. Understanding Your Child Care Provider Superpowers PRO
Rene Williams

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2018
Session V
2:45 pm– 4:45 pm
W. Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Early Literacy

– CURR
Cindy Terebush

In the current educational climate, demands are placed on
teachers and children that may not be realistic. Learn the indicators that children are actually ready to write. Examine practical examples of developmentally appropriate, engaging activities that encourage children to build upon their early literacy
skills.

X. YOGARATE! Yoga and Martial Arts for Social/
Emotional Success - PRO/CD Keynote Speaker
Ron Shuali

(Pronounced Yoga-Rah-Tay) This workshop teaches participants how to create an environment of positive learning by
teaching children how to self regulate themselves by breathing
in various ways and using energy through age appropriate noncontact martial arts. Participants will have the option to fully
physically participate in the activities they will learn.
NamastAHYAH!

Y. Mental Yoga: Change Your Thinking About How You
Market Your Business - PRO
Brian Siatkowski

Two hours of challenging family child care business owners to
rethink how they market their business to parents, how they
cultivate new partnerships to increase their business, and small
changes they can make to “nudge” other people to brag for
them.

Z. The Pros of Pro-Social Behavior - CD
Caryn Reitkopp

Each day teachers must use their superpowers to cultivate a
warm and safe classroom environment and help guide and encourage their students to promote both empathy and kindness.
Through discussions, hands-on activities, and research-based
information, participants will have the opportunity to see how
important their role is in helping to promote pro-social skills in
young children.

AA. NAFCC Accreditation Orientation - PRO
Dianna Aguirre

As child care providers you have multiple superpowers! As any
superhero, you must know your strengths and how your weaknesses impact success. This workshop is designed to unleash your
superpowers by building your “Knowledge” of the child care subsidy program and to show providers how purposeful actions increase business success. A review of policies, procedures and
practices from the point of voucher acceptance to payment will
make you a Superpower over your own business or a leader that
provides help to other child care providers participating in the
Maryland Child Care Subsidy Program. Providers Got the Power!
Understand it and use it wisely to help all child care subsidy participants.

This session will cover what the NAFCC Accreditation entails,
the application process, funding options, benefits of accreditation and timeline for the process.

BB. Inclusion Policies and Practices in Early Childhood
Education - SN
Shelia Maness & Mary Beth Johnson
Identify the differences between the ADA requirements and early
childhood inclusion, familiarize themselves with the documents and
elements of the IEP and IFSP and develop an inclusion policy that
aligns with the Maryland EXCELS rationale for implementing inclusive practices in child care programs.

Maryland State Family Child Care Association
Spanish Language Sessions
Viernes 12 de Octubre
Sesion I 10:15 – 12:15 pm

SA. Como evitar el desgaste personal como proveedor infantil en casa – PRO Conferencia Magistral

VO

E
NU

Sonia Pruneda Hernandez

Proveedores de cuidado infantil en casa tiene uno de los índices
más altos de desgaste personal. Este taller le proporcionara diferentes estrategias para evitarlo.

Viernes 12 de Octubre
Sesion II 2:15 – 4:15 pm
SB. Jugando Con El Cuerpo Entero - CD
Mau Castro-Trujillo

En esta sesión, los participantes discutirán la importancia del desarrollo físico y las habilidades motoras gruesas en los primeros
años. Los proveedores aprenderán cómo crear entornos, actividades y espacios que promuevan un desarrollo saludable y revisarán las pautas para la supervisión apropiada para la edad.

Viernes 12 de Octubre
Session III 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm

SC. Diseñando Transiciones en el Aula Preescolar CD
Patricia Oholeguy & Nelida Andres

Este taller explorara como el horario diario, el plan de estudios
diario y la planificación de la transición pueden encajar todos
juntos para mejorar la vida en la aula, tanto para el maestro como
para los niños. Se explicara herramientas, técnicas y estrategias
para crear una transición pacifica y enriquecedora.

"Preparing Self for 21st Century
Early Childhood Education"
~
“Preparándose para la educación de la primera
infancia del siglo XXI”

Únase a nosotros y prepárese para la educación infantil del siglo 21. Manténgase al
tanto de todos los cambios que están sucediendo a nivel nacional y estatal y lo que significan para su carrera profesional.
¿Cómo se mantiene informado? ¿Qué información es importante entender?

Sabado 13 de Octubre
Session IV 8:30 am – 10:30 am
SD. Nutrición Para Niños Saludables– HSN
Meylin R. Mejia

Este taller explorará la importancia de la nutrición en el desarrollo
cognitivo, cómo garantizar que los niños reciban una nutrición
adecuada en un entorno de cuidado infantil, cómo practicar la
seguridad alimentaria y cómo enseñar a los niños pequeños a
comer saludablemente mientras se divierten

Sabado 13 de Octubre
Session V 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm
SE. Tolerancia y Diversidad en el Ambiente Escolar– SN
Ramona Jayne Johnson

El mundo rueda a base de respeto y tolerancia. Este curso le ayudará a entender a cómo aplicar estos conceptos para tener una
vida llevadera con los padres, alumnos y compañeros de trabajo.

La profesora Pruneda-Hernandez, asesora del
galardonado Club de Educación Infantil de
Montgomery College, es parte del claustro de
docentes de educación infantil de dicho college
desde el 2006. Ha sido galardonada con los premios “MC Faculty Outstanding Service Award
” en el 2015 y “NISOD of Excellence Award ”
en el 2016. También recibió el honorable premio “American Association of Community College Dale P. Parnell Distinguished Faculty” en
el 2018.

Maryland State Family Child Care Association
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2018

8:00 am - 9:30 am…………..…...General Session
9:30 am - 10:30 am……………..………Breakfast
10:30 am - 1:30 pm…….....…Leadership Training
General Session
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM
Jenn Nizer talks Technology changes at MSDE and wants
YOUR opinion. Chat with Jenn about what you would like
to see change and how these changes to technology will
impact you and your business.

Sunday Leadership Training Presented by Cindy Terebush:

A continuation of our successful 2017 Leadership
Training, participants will reflect on the lessons learned
through the previous workshop, while expanding on the
goals and mission of board development. Attendees will
define and consider their personal leadership style while
analyzing the benefits and challenges of change as it
pertains to their board, committees, and members.
Participants will also create smart goals and visit mission
and vision statements.
Cindy Terebush, CPC, CYPFC
Cindy Terebush is the author of Teach the Whole Preschooler: Strategies
for Nurturing Developing Minds and the co-host of the podcast "How Preschool Teachers Do It." She has spent more than 20 years working in the
field of education. Cindy has experience teaching and directing in child
care, preschool and school age programs. Cindy is a sought after speaker
and professional development provider. She is a Child Development Associate (CDA) Professional Development Specialist and a New Jersey
Workforce Registry Approved Trainer & Technical Assistance Specialist.

MSFCCA CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM – Page 1
Please Print Clearly

Name ____________________________________________ E-Mail (*REQUIRED*)________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________City _______________________State______Zip_______________
Phone: Cell______________________________ Home_________________________County__________________________________
Are you a MSFCCA Member? Yes ____ No ____
**If YES, you MUST include a copy of your MSFCCA (yellow) Membership card to receive the member discount or your registration may not
be processed on a first-come, first-serve basis. Only completed packets will be processed.

Are you a member of your local association? Yes ____ No ____ If yes, put the name ________________________________________
Are you a local Association Officer? Yes ____ No ____ If yes, your title _________________________________________________
Do you wish your name to be on a list of attendees given to the Vendors/Exhibitors? Yes____ No ____Is this your first conference? Yes
____ No ____ Please enter the number of MSFCCA conferences you have attended _____

Conference Fees
Please circle your registration option
Early Bird
Regular
By 8/31/18
9/1/18 - 9/14/18

Not a Member but Interested?
See page 14 for Contacts
See page 15 for Benefits

Late
9/15/18– 9/21/18

Member

$175

$195

$215

Non-Member

$225

$245

$265

Saturday Only, Member

$150

$170

Saturday Only, Non-Member

$195

$215

Optional:
Saturday Night Dinner Guest

TOTAL

$190
$235

Mail registration &
payment:
MSFCCA Conference
Jacqueline Grant
17912 Danube Lane
Olney, MD 20832
*Registration must be
postmarked in
accordance with
conference fees

# of Additional Guest @ $30/each ____*

NEW

*Guest, 18 years or older, are
welcome for the Saturday
Night Dinner with Paid Ticket

NEW
NEW
NEW

Optional:
Sunday- Leadership Training

$20

Space is Limited- ACT NOW!!

TOTAL

Payment Information
*PRINT CLEARLY*

Payment Type

Billing Address:_____________________________
__________________________________________

____

Visa

Card #____________________________________

____

MasterCard

Exp. Date_________Security code on back_______

Please Select

Name_____________________________________
____

Signature__________________________________
Check
Payable to: MSFCCA

____

MSDE Approved Training Voucher* (see below)
*Must submit with registration
Are You Using a Voucher?

Please send a copy of your MSDE Voucher Application along with your Registration Form. Your Application
for your voucher will hold your spot until your Real Voucher is Received by the Conference Committee. If your
MSDE Voucher is not received by Sept. 1st, you have until Sept. 10th to send in a personal check or credit card
information to keep your spot- If NOT your Registration will not be accepted. ALL Vouchers must be received
by Sept. 1st. The attendee is responsible for MSDE Vouchers, it is not the responsibility of the Conference Committee .

Full Registration Includes:








Friday & Saturday General Session
Sessions I, II, III, IV & V
Continental Breakfast Friday
Brunch Saturday
Friday Night Social Mixer (Cash Bar)
Saturday Dinner/Dance

Saturday Only Includes:






Saturday General Session
Sessions IV & V
Brunch
Saturday Dinner/Dance

Sunday Only Includes:




Leadership Training
Continental Breakfast

*Friday Lunch and Dinner is ON
YOUR OWN. There will be a list of
local options & delivery services
included in your Welcome Folder.

Participant Name _________________________

MSFCCA CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM – Page 2





Workshops are assigned as registrations are received. Class sizes are limited, early registration is recommended.
Please circle top 3 choices for each session
If you do not wish to attend any of the sessions, please circle “Not Attending”
NO PHONE CALLS WILL BE MADE TO VERIFY SELECTIONS.
IF INFORMATION IS OMITTED, YOUR SELECTION WILL BE MADE FOR YOU.

Session I - Friday 10:15-12:15 pm
st

Conference Meals

1 Choice

A

B

C

D

E

F

SA

2nd Choice

A

B

C

D

E

F

SA

3rd Choice

A

B

C

D

E

F

SA

Not Attending

Friday Continental Breakfast
Morning pastries and breakfast breads, sliced seasonal fruit
and fresh berries, freshly brewed regular and decaf coffee,
traditional hot tea display and two chilled fruit juices

Saturday Brunch Buffet
Session II - Friday 2:15-4:15 pm
st

1 Choice

G

H

I

J

K

L

SB

2nd Choice

G

H

I

J

K

L

SB

G H
I
J
Not Attending

K

L

SB

rd

3 Choice

M

P

Q

SC

3rd Choice

M N O P
Not Attending

Q

SC

N

O

1 Choice

R

S

T

U

V

SD

2nd Choice

R

S

T

U

V

SD

R
S
T U
Not Attending

V

SD

rd

3 Choice

Saturday Night Gala Dinner Buffet
Maryland crab soup
Tossed garden salad and choice of dressing
Seared chicken breast with tomatoes, caramelized onions and
feta
Slow roasted top round of beef
Baked flounder with fresh basil and parmesan crumbs
Vegetables, Dinner Rolls, Butter
Dessert

Session V - Saturday 2:45-4:45 pm
W X
Y
Z AA BB
1 Choice

SE

2nd Choice

st

rd

3 Choice

W

X

Y

Z

AA

BB

SE

W

X

Y

Z

AA

BB

SE

Not Attending
Leadership Training - Sunday 10:30-1:30 pm
Attending
NEW

2nd Year!

Not Attending

Thick hand cut raisin French toast
Breakfast potatoes
Toast and bagel station

Carved slow roasted breast of turkey
Oven roasted red bliss potatoes

Session IV - Saturday 8:30-10:30 am
st

Omelet station

Crisp field greens with assorted dressings
Tomato, basil and mozzarella salad with balsamic vinaigrette

Session III - Friday 4:30-6:30 pm
st
1 Choice
M N O P
Q SC
2nd Choice

Sliced fresh fruit and seasonal berry display
Breakfast basket and oven breads
Scrambled eggs






***PLEASE NOTE***
Classes and/or instructors are subject to change
Participants must be present for entire session in order to receive
training credit and must obey the Conference Code of Conduct
Children and unpaid guests may not attend general sessions,
workshops or meals
Confirmations will be mailed electronically

By registering for this conference, you are agreeing to the
TERMS & CONDITIONS set
forth on PAGE 4 of this document, including the photo release.

Mary Beth Salomone Testa– Mary Beth brings over 15 years of experience in team-building, advocacy and policy development with expertise in
connecting policy and practice. Mary Beth has led advocacy campaigns across a variety of states and at the federal level, representing and building
coalitions with child care providers, child care resource and referral agencies, home visiting programs, and the Children’s Defense Fund.
Ron Shuali - Ron holds a Master of Education specializing in early childhood. He has spent over 15 years working and presenting in the education
marketplace. He is a best selling author, top motivational speaker, and presenter.
Sonia Pruneda-Hernandez – Professor Pruneda-Hernandez is the Co-Advisor of the MC Early Childhood Education Club which has received
numerous awards and is the MC Coordinator for the Maryland State Department of Education Child Care Career and Professional Development
Fund. She has been teaching early childhood education courses at Montgomery College since 2006.
Jennifer Nizer, M. Ed. - Jenn has spent the better part of two decades being an advocate for child care programs, teachers, children and families. She has her Master’s in Education. Jenn is also the Regional Director at Creative World Schools Franchising Company, Inc.
Cindy Terebush—Cindy, the author of Teach the Whole Preschooler: Strategies for Nurturing Developing Minds, has worked with children for
almost 20 years. She has experience teaching and directing in early childhood and school age programs. She is a sought-after workshop facilitator,
speaker and early childhood consultant. She is a Child Development Associate (CDA) Professional Development Specialist and instructor. Cindy
was an online reporter for "The Shriver Report: A Woman's Nation Pushes Back From the Brink." She has been a guest writer and interviewed
expert for podcasts, print and other media including the PBS show “Caucus: New Jersey with Steve Adubato.”
Dianna Aguirre - Dianna Aguirre is a Quality Assurance Specialist in MSDE. Dianna is an accredited family child care provider and is a member
of the NAFCC Accreditation Advisory Committee.
Nelida Andres – Nelida has over 20 years of Early Childhood Administrative experience. She is currently the Director for the Early Childhood
Programs division at Montgomery College.
Yvonne Bell—Yvonne Bell is a Quality Assurance Specialist for the Maryland EXCELS program. Mrs.Bell has earned the degrees of M.Ed in
Elementary Education, and M.Ed in Special Education. She has worked in the early childhood and education fields for over 25 years. During that
time, Yvonne has held numerous positions including licensed child care provider, special ed. teacher, principal, trainer, and Head Start Regional
Services Manager/Disabilities Coordinator. She is a passionate Early Childhood and Special Education advocate.
Angeline Bishop-Oshoko- Angeline Bishop-Oshoko is currently the Branch Chief at Office of Child Care– Credentialing Branch. Ms. BishopOshoko was previously the Operations Chief. Prior to MSDE, she was the Family and Partnership Manager at the Howard County Head Start Program. She managed the TANF program at the Duchess County DSS for over 10 years.
Linda Carling, Ed. D.—Linda is the Senior Program Director for Learning Engagement and Design at the Johns Hopkins School of Education
(CTE). In this role, she leads the team that designs, builds, and implements high quality learning experiences for a range of initiatives for general
and special educators and early childhood providers statewide.
Mau Castro-Trujillo— Mau is the current Child Development Associate Program Coordinator and classroom instructor. She has 12 years experience in assisting, organizing, coordinating, and training in different work settings in the education field.
Lisa Davis — Lisa Davis has been the Coordinator of Early Childhood Programs for the Howard County Public School System for 12 years. Prior
to that, she was an assistant principal and an elementary math/science curriculum specialist. She was lucky enough to spend the first ten years of
her career teaching preschool, kindergarten, and second grade. She is the co-founder/co-chair of the Howard County Early Childhood Advisory
Council and is on a mission to create a countywide, high-quality early childhood infrastructure (including community-based child care programs
and the public school system) that provides support for all young children and their families.
Vicki DiSanto—Vickie DiSanto is a Quality Assurance Specialist for the Maryland EXCELS program. Ms. DiSanto has earned the degree of
M.A.Ed in Early Childhood Education. She has almost thirty years of experience in the early childhood field, both as a Head Start teacher-home
visitor in Pennsylvania and as a child care director in Maryland. She has also acted as a trainer for the infant/toddler, preschool, and school-age
curriculum modules and is an instructor at Montgomery College.
Crystal Ey— A graduate of Salisbury State University with a degree in Elementary Education, Crystal’s career spans over 23 years as a Harford
County public school teacher, homecare provider, owner/operator of The Learning Express early learning program, MSDE Accreditation Validator
and certified CLASS observer.
Sheila George—Sheila graduated from Millersville University with a degree in Education. She has worked as a School-Age teacher and director,
homecare provider, preschool teacher, preschool director, Child Development Specialist, Harford County public school teacher, Teacher Mentor,
and an adult educator. Sheila also works with Robert-Leslie Publishing as an Implementation Trainer for the InvestiGator Club Curriculum and is a
Certified Pre-K CLASS observer.
Alan Guttman—Mr. Alan Guttman has been the Director of Early Childhood Initiatives at The Source for Learning, Inc. (SFL) since March 26,
2014. Mr. Guttman is responsible for SFL's early childhood programs, including PreschoolFirst, its online assessment and curriculum resource for
early childhood and PreK programs. His career experience includes more than 25 years spent working with early childhood programs, including 18
years leading and supporting Head Start programs.
Steven Hicks—Steven Hicks serves as Assistant State Superintendent for the Division of Early Childhood Development at the Maryland State
Department of Education. Immediately prior to his appointment, he was Executive Director of the non-profit Ready at Five in Maryland. Previous
to working in Maryland, he served as Senior Policy Advisor at the U.S. Department of Education.
Morgan Horvath—Morgan has been dedicated to meeting the needs of children and families for well over a decade. She worked as an infant and
toddler teacher at a child care center as well as a nanny before discovering her skill and passion for working with children with special needs and
challenging behaviors. Morgan completed her bachelor’s degree in psychology at Guilford College before pursuing a master’s degree in Early
Childhood Special Education at Johns Hopkins University. She spent many years working directly with children with a variety of disabilities in a
special needs school setting, providing instruction and planning to meet their academic and behavioral needs.
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Mary Beth Johnson—Mary Beth holds a BS Degree in Elementary Education/Early Childhood and has been in the Early Care and Education profession since 1987. She began her career in Pennsylvania as a Pre-K Teacher at a center in her hometown and eventually became the Director of
Education at the center. After moving to Maryland, she was employed at the Council for Professional Recognition (CDA Program) in Washington,
DC, as an Early Childhood Specialist/Trainer, where she remained for the next 17 years. Currently, Mary Beth is the Quality Assurance Specialist
with Maryland EXCELS in Caroline, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne’s and Talbot Counties on the Eastern Shore.
Ramona Jayne Johnson, M. Ed.— Ramona is an adjunct professor at Montgomery College, and a Middle School Spanish teacher for Montgomery County Public Schools. She has lived and served in her community for 15 years,
Shelia Maness—Sheila Maness is a Quality Assurance Specialist for the Maryland State Department of Education’s, Maryland EXCELS system. Ms. Maness holds a M.Ed. and Ed. S. in Special Education and has worked in Early Childhood Education for more than 20 years in the District of Columbia and Maryland. During her career she has held the positions of Teacher’s Assistant, Teacher, Education Coordinator, Director and
Principal.
Meylin Mejia—Meylin is a Doctor of Medicine and Surgery in her home country, and immigrated to the US in 2015, where she became a family
child care provider. She is an adjunct faculty member with Montgomery College, teaching classes in health, safety, nutrition, and CPR.
Debbie Moore—Debbie retired this year from her position as Senior Policy Analyst after working for Maryland Family Network for 15 years. Her
early childhood advocacy experience began in 1990 and includes numerous board positions with local, state and national family child care associations, multiple county and state boards, work groups and commissions, and staff positions as public policy director for the Maryland State Family
Child Care Association and the National Association for Family Child Care. She has 14 years’ experience as a regulated family child care provider
and 5 years as a practicing attorney, and was an approved child care trainer in Maryland for two decades.
Patricia Oholeguy—Patricia has over 20 years of Early Childhood teaching experience. She has been an adjunct instructor for Montgomery College since 2006, teaching Early Childhood Education classes in both English and Spanish.
Dhruti Patel—Dhruti Patel is the Family and Consumer Sciences Educator for the University of Maryland Extension. Ms. Dhruti Patel has been
with the extension for five years specializing in nutrition, food safety, and stress management through mindfulness. She is the past president of the
Maryland affiliates of national association family and consumer sciences and serves on other international, national, state, and local committees.
Nikki Pierre- After her career as a family childcare provider, Nicole has worked serving the childcare community assisting providers in providing
quality child care from starting their business to achieving accreditation. She worked in the capacity of technical assistance specialist, training support, and training coordinator for the Maryland Child Care Resource Network for over 8 years and now works as an independent and contract
trainer across the state of Maryland. In addition, she enjoys being an NAFCC observer and observer trainer supporting the field of family child care.
She continues to attend professional development workshops and develop training to meet the needs of the child care community in Maryland and
at various conferences and events. She focuses on supporting diversity and inclusion, developmentally appropriate practice and professionalism in
early childhood education. She has a passion for helping educators continually provide quality care and believes high quality personal development
is the foundation of a well-rounded early educator.
Caryn Reitkopp— Caryn has worked in various settings over the course of her 25+ year career in education. She teaches at a co-op in Bethesda
during the school year and continuing education classes at Trinity College during the summer. She is also a certified M.S.D.E. trainer with Paws for
Peace, LLC. Here, Caryn uses her love for teaching and animals to promote pro-social skills in young children, so these important skills can be
reinforced at an early age.
Krista Respass—Krista Respass has worked with and on behalf of the child care community for more than 20 years and is currently the Managing
Director of Early Childhood Education Services at Maryland Public Television. In this role, Ms. Respass coordinates many professional development and outreach activities, including those as part of the US Department of Education’s Ready To Learn Initiative as both a station partner, and
most recently, in developing national resources using research-based, trans-media learning content from PBS KIDS.
Amy Rhodes—Amy Rhodes is the 4-H Extension Educator for the University of Maryland Extension focused on Youth Development. Mrs. Rhodes has been with extension for 11 years and has served various roles on local, state and national committees serving 4-H. Her focus areas include
youth development practices related to volunteerism, leadership development, youth/adult relationships, Mindfulness, STEM, Robotics, and Communication Arts.
Steve Rohde- Steve Rohde is the Deputy Director for Resource and Referral Services for the Maryland Family Network and the Maryland Child
Care Resource Network. Steve has been a preschool classroom teacher, a child care center director, a child care specialist with municipal and
county licensing programs, a trainer, a county and state administrator for licensing, and an Acting Executive Director for a major Maryland nonprofit. Steve has a Bachelors and Masters degree in Early Childhood Education from Towson University and an Executive Certificate in Transformational Nonprofit Leadership, University of Notre Dame, Mendoza School of Business. Steve was also adjunct faculty with Stevenson University
(formerly Villa Julie College) for five years.
Aurora Sanchez— Aurora Sanchez is a long time Early Childhood Educator who made a career change to be able to work with educators to help
be a part of improving Early Childhood. Working in Early Childhood classrooms, providing environmental assessments using the ERS and CLASS
systems, Ms. Sanchez began to see how hard teachers were working to try and meet the rising expectations and wanted to use her experience and
expertise to help teachers rise to the occasion.
Brian Siatkowski- Brian Siatkowski, Managing Partner of Tebo & Associates, specializes in creating public-private partnerships through marketing and outreach campaigns. Mr. Siatkowski has worked with Johns Hopkins University’s Center for Technology in Education, the Maryland State
Department of Education, Lee County Public Schools (Fort Myers, FL), and Orange County Public Schools (Orlando, FL).
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Michael Tasner—An avid entrepreneur, speaker, author and the No Joke Marketer, Michael Tasner is fully dedicated to helping people achieve
their dreams in life and goals in business. He is helping businesses in various industries drive results by way of marketing.
Michael brings a wealth of experience to the table as an expert in the Internet marketing and business development space. His true specialty is his
mastery of the Internet as a complete tool to both grow new businesses and help them thrive in this very crowded playing field. He is also a former
CMO for the Guerrilla Marketing Brand. He has consulted on online marketing with nine Fortune® 1000 companies.
Lacey Tsonis—Lacey has worked with children and families for over 15 years, primarily in non-profit settings. For the last decade, she has worked
with the Maryland Child Care Resource Network, first as the Professional Development Coordinator at the Howard County Child Care Resource
Center and now as the Assistant Deputy Director at Maryland Family Network. Her work continues to focus on improving the quality and accessibility of affordable child care for families in Maryland. She is an adjunct instructor at Howard Community College and state approved trainer for
child care providers. Lacey is currently pursuing a Masters in Education from Loyola University Maryland.
Sharon Vance- Sharon Vance holds a BS in Early Childhood Education, and after a tour as a kindergarten teacher in the late 80’s, moved to the
world of afterschool care where she worked for the next twenty-five years. Sharon is currently the Maryland EXCELS Quality Assurance Specialist for Carroll County and the President of the Maryland AfterSchool Association. She lives in Westminster with her husband and dogs. If you
can’t find her here at the Maryland EXCELS table, she’s probably on the beach.
Robert Wagner—Robert works in the Division of Early Childhood Development at MSDE. As an education program specialist, he oversees the
implementation of the KRA and the ELA. He works with the early childhood supervisor in each of the 24 school districts with grant funding for
professional development.
Rene’ Williams—Rene’s work in the arena of child care subsidy for the past two decades has focused on the four P’s: Policy, Parents, Providers
and Payment. The Child Care Subsidy Program focuses on all four “P’s” to support children in accessing quality child care; increased continuity of
care; and setting the foundation needed for the child to arrive to school eager to learn and ready to become lifelong learners.

