CHAPTER 24
Timeless Truth: Jesus' teachings have earthly benefits and heavenly rewards.
Bible Basis: Matthew 5-7; 9; 14; Mark 4-6; Luke 10; 15; John 6
Key Verse: "We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God" John 6:69, NIrV
Parent Tips: Use the Table Talk questions to start a discussion around the dinner table at some point this week,
and/or use the questions inside your books. Pick the questions that work best for your family. The Living Faith
section (on the back) is a fun activity for you to do.
GET THE POINT
Preschool/Elementary: Jesus teaches his friends and the crowds. I can learn from God.
Middle School/High School: Jesus teaches about a new way of life.
TABLE TALK
Preschool/Elementary
 God doesn't like show-offs. In Jesus' time, some people made a big show about how spiritual they were.
They'd go outside and make a huge fuss that they were praying. Jesus told his followers to act differently.
He taught them to pray in a quiet place. Where do you like to pray? Do you pray at a certain time of day?
 The Bible says God "knows what you need before you even ask him." How can he know that? Since he
already knows, why do you need to pray?
 When Jesus teaches us to pray, he says to forgive others the bad things they do to us, just like God forgives
us. Is it hard to forgive others? Who are some people you've forgiven recently? Is there anyone you need
to forgive right now?
 One of the coolest things Jesus did was walk on the water. What do you think that would be like?
 Peter tried to walk on water, but took his eyes off Jesus and went for a swim instead. What's your favorite
part about swimming?
Middle/High School
(Other side)

Middle School/High School
 Historians agree, even those who aren't Christians, that Jesus was a great teacher. Some of
his most famous teachings came at the Sermon on the Mount where he made a bunch of
"blessed are…" statements. Discuss some of them:
 For many meekness equals weakness, but Jesus says the meek are blessed and will "inherit
the earth." How? What does meek really mean?
 Blessed are the merciful. How can you show mercy?
 What are some ways you can protect your heart, so you will be "pure in heart"?
 How can you be a peacemaker?
 Jesus says you're blessed when people insult you, persecute you and say evil things about
you because of your relationship with Jesus. Has this ever happened to you?
 On several occasions Jesus raised people from the dead. In this chapter he raised Jairus'
daughter. Talk about Jesus' power over death. Do you think this was Jesus' most amazing
miracle? If not, which miracle most amazes you?

Living Faith
Jesus feeding the 5,000 was the only miracle retold in all four gospels. When a young boy's lunch
was multiplied to feed a multitude, it showed God's power and taught a powerful lesson about his
provision. This week bring your family together for a picnic to remember Jesus' huge impromptu
picnic. Have family members choose their favorite foods to include or make a meal that's
reminiscent of what happened on that mountainside. Maybe you can buy packages of flavored
tuna and a loaf of French bread. Juice boxes or bottles of water work well, because they don't
spill as easily. If it's warm enough, eat outside at a park or in your backyard. If the weather's cold,
move your picnic indoors. Lay out a blanket in the living room and talk about Jesus' miracle.
Ask:
 Did you know Jesus actually fed way more than 5,000 people? Back then only the men
were counted. When you include women and children that number may double. Does that
make this miracle more impressive? Why?
 Do you find it interesting that there were 12 baskets of leftover food? Why didn't Jesus
make just enough food for everybody?
 What do you think the little boy thought when he gave up his lunch? Do you think he had
any idea that Jesus was going to use it to feed everybody?
 What does this miracle teach you about God's power?

