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SUGGESTIONS AND RESOURCES TO ENRICH 
YOUR CONTINUING STUDY OF GOD’S WORD AFTER THE STORY 

 
TWO SIMPLE WAYS FOR CONTINUED BIBLE STUDY 

      1. Pick a Book 
     If you want to go deeper into the Bible and the 
promises of God offered in Holy Scripture, pick a 
book of the Bible that seems interesting to you 
and start reading! You can start with something 
short like one of the letters of Peter and John at the 
end of the New Testament, or the Minor Prophets 
at the end of the Old Testament, like Jonah and 
Malachi. Or start with one of the Gospels – Mark 
is the shortest Gospel, but I think Luke gives the 
most comprehensive account of our Lord’s earthly 
ministry. 

      2. Use a Reading Plan 
     Reading plans have been around since at least 
the 1800s, and many people find them helpful in 
tracking their progress through the Bible. There 
are a lot of different kinds of reading plans: ones 
that take you through the whole Bible, through 
only one of the testaments, or that take you through 
different topics of the Bible, etc. Do an online 
search for “printable bible reading plan” or 
check out this comprehensive list: 
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/bible-reading-
plans 

 

BIBLE APPS 
Bible apps allow you to have the entirety of God’s Word at your fingertips and in your pocket. Here are 
two free apps that you can get on your smartphone or tablet that also have lots of Bible translations and 
readings plans.  

Olive Tree     olivetree.com 
     Olive Tree Bible Software is a versatile Bible study tool that I’ve been using for 
10 years. In addition to Bibles, you can also purchase study Bibles and commentaries 
that you can set in parallel with the text. They also have a desktop version of the app 
that syncs your highlights and notes across all your devices. Search for “olive tree” 
in your app store. 
 
YouVersion     youversion.com 
     Despite its narcissist-sounding name, the YouVersion Bible app is one of the most 
popular Bible apps. Unlike the Olive Tree app, you can’t get resources other than 
Bible translations and reading plans, but it probably has a lot more reading plans. 
Search for “youversion” in your app store. 
 

 

CHRONOLOGICAL BIBLES 
Did you like how The Story put the Bible in chronological order? Here are two resources that set the 
entire Bible in chronological order. 
 

One Year Chronological Bible 
     From Tyndale House, this Bible comes in a wide variety of translations. This is a 
neat Bible because not only is it in chronological order but it’s already divided up into 
daily readings from January to December – so it has a daily reading plan built right 
into it! This is a great way of keeping up your progress through Scripture, though it’s 
up to you if you want to wait until January to get started! 
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The Chronological Study Bible 
     From Thomas Nelson, this Bible has only two translations: NIV and NKJV. This 
is the Bible I read when I came back into the church and became a Christian again. 
What this one does is to ground you in the history, cultures, and religions of the 
ancient world that help put the Biblical narrative into context. But, while it chock full 
of information, it may be information overload for some. Nevertheless, this is a in-
credible resource for reading the events of the Bible in historical order. 
 
 

 

OTHER RESOURCES 
The Lutheran Study Bible  
     From Concordia Publishing House, this the best all-around study Bible for any 
Christian, especially Lutherans. This is my primary study Bible for when I want to 
go deep in the text because it has lots of great explanatory notes and commentary 
from the Early Church Fathers and the Reformers. Not to be confused with the 
Augsburg Fortress Lutheran Study Bible (with a blue cover). Warning: The text 
can be quite small. 
 
 
Lutheran Bible Companion (2 Volumes) 
   These tomes from Concordia Publishing House go book-by-book through the Bible 
explaining Biblical backgrounds, theological topics, and various themes found 
throughout Scripture. This is great if you want to go deeper than what an ordinary 
study Bible can give you. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Emmaus Code: Finding Jesus in the Old Testament  
     This easy-to-read little book from David Limbaugh does a great job of taking the 
reader through the Old Testament and showing how it points to Jesus Christ. 
Limbaugh takes readers on a revealing journey from Genesis through Malachi, 
demonstrating that a consistent message courses through every one of the Old Testa-
ment's thirty-nine books: the power, wonder, and everlasting love of Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 

 
 

Believe 
Believe is kind of a sequel to The Story and you should have the first chapter of Believe 
in the back of your copy of The Story. What Believe does is – now that you know the 
story of the Bible, it takes you back through the Bible by looking at some of the foun-
dational teachings of Christianity, such as the Salvation, the Trinity, Stewardship. 
And this may be the book we use in our Bible studies next Fall (stay tuned!). 
 
 
 
  


