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The Allen Wrench

The”Allen Wrench” is actually a brand
name for a hex key or hex head wrench.
The name “Allen Wrench” originated from
the Allen Manufacturing Company of

Hartford Connecticut. In 1910, William G.

Allen received a patent for making hex
socket set screws. This screw became
known as the “Allen safety set screw”.
The set screw had to have a tool to 

install and remove it. Hence, the “Allen 

Wrench” came about, which of course 
is a registered trademark. The Allen
set screw is the name for the socket
head cap screw and the Allen key is
the name for the wrench which is
used to tighten or loosen the
hexagon screw. According to history

buffs, the Allen wrench became popular
during World War II when US.
Industry was booming.

The Allen Manufacturing Company
patented their hexagon wrench in 1943.

The name “Allen Wrench then caught on
with consumers. The wrench has
been patented worldwide under different
names. In many European countries the
Allen wrench is known as an “Inbus”,
due to its patent by a German
manufacturer of that name.

Even though the term Allen wrench is 
commonly used today. The Allen
Company no longer exists. The Danaher
Corporation of Washington DC. Took
over production and continues to

manufacture the Allen brand.
With that said, it would be all too easy
to give all the credit to the  Allen
Manufacturing Company and William
G. Allen. Actually Allen type wrenches 
were being patented as far back as
1860. There is evidence that the actual

design came from the UK. Historical
documents show that some 30 patents
were filed around the same time in the
U.S.

  

 

 

To further cloud the issue, the founder
of the Standard Pressed Steel Company

of Philadelphia claimed that his company
was the first to manufacture the hex key

wrench. The wrench is part of their
Unbrako line of tools which is sold
now days

Today Allen type wrenches come in both

Metric and SAE sizes. The wrenches

usually vary in size from less than 7mm 
to about 22mm and less than 1/4” to

around 3/4”. The wrench styles come in
L shapes, a T handle style and even a
swiss army knife style configuration. 

Many industries utilize the six
sided Allen style set screw fastener
today. You will find these fasteners
in plumbing, automotive, medical, do-it
-yourself furniture kits just to name
a few.

According to history, it is more than
likely multiple manufacturers
came out with the six sided set screw
and wrench around the same time.
In any event, it is quite possible that the  
true “inventor” has unfortunately been

lost in history.   
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