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From 1 September 2014, Stoke-on-Trent Parent Partnership Service became known as
SEND Information, Advice and Support Service (SENDIASS).
Our website is live at www.sendiass-stoke.co.uk.

EXCITING NEWS
EHC Hub - Education Health and Care Plans
As part of the response to the SEND Reforms Stoke on Trent Local Authority will be introducing an EHC
Hub to support families and professionals through the EHC needs Assessment journey.
“Ensuring a transparent and a truly family-centred approach should be at the heart of any EHC process,
so being able to offer a dedicated online resource for families to access information and actively
contribute to it is key in achieving this.” Marj Povey, Lead for SEND Services.
Families, schools, SENCOs and professionals will continue to work closely together in a graduated
response to meet educational needs The EHC Hub will support those with more complex needs as
collaboration and ’best endeavours’ leads to a request for an EHC needs Assessment.
This is an exciting development for our City, and there will be a phased introduction from midSeptember 2017. We will keep you up to date through the SEND Local Offer.

The Stoke on Trent SEND Local Offer
The purpose of the SEND Local Offer is to `offer' information for
parents/carers and young people, in a single place. The Children and Families Act (2014) has introduced a
new approach to the way children, young people and their families are supported. The SEND Local Offer
brings together information from education, health and social care about Special Educational Needs and
Disability all into one place which helps them to understand what services they and their family can
expect from a range of local agencies, and also explains:
 What the law says they may be entitled to,
 What is available for their child from early years settings, schools (including Academies and Free
Schools), colleges and other services,
 What is available from education, health and social care.
It covers children and young people from birth to 25.
http://localoffer.stoke.gov.uk/kb5/stoke/directory/home.page

Personal Budgets
A Personal Budget is an amount of money identified by the Local Authority to deliver provision in an
EHC plan where the parent or young person is involved in securing that provision. A Personal Budget
must be prepared by the Local Authority if they are asked to do so.
Personal budgets may contain elements of education, health and social care funding. Much will depend
on what the Local Authority offers, they do have a duty to make this clear. A request for a Personal
Budget can be made when the Draft EHC plan is being made or when the EHC Plan is being reviewed or
re-assessed.
There are a few different types of delivery of a personal budget:
1.
Direct Payments
3.
National Budgets
2.
Third Party Arrangements
4.
A combination of the above.

The EHC Process
The majority of children or young people will have their SEN/D needs met within local mainstream
institutions. Although some may need an EHC Needs Assessment in order for the LA to decide if it
necessary to make provision in accordance with a plan.
The LA should consider whether there is evidence that despite the early year provider, school or Post 16
institutions having taken relevant and purposeful action to identify, assess and meet the special
educational needs of the child or young person, that person has not made expected progress. The LA
will need to take into account a wide range of evidence including:
 Evidence of the child or
young person’s academic
attainment and rate of
progress
 Information about the
nature, extent and context of
the child or young person’s
SEN/D
 Evidence of action
 Evidence that where
progress has been made, it
has only been as the result of
much additional intervention
and support over and above
what is usually provided
 Evidence of the child or young persons physical, emotional and social development and health
needs, drawing on the relevant evidence from clinicians and other health professionals and what
has been done to meet these.
The LA must decide whether or not to proceed with an EHC Needs Assessment and must inform the
child’s parent or the young person of their decision within a maximum of six weeks from receiving a
request for an EHC Needs Assessment.

