
 

ANATS NSW PROUDLY PRESENTS

VOCAL COACH

DAVID SISCO
DIRECT FROM BROADWAY, NEW YORK

2nd & 3rd July 2016 
JMC ACADEMY, SYDNEY

www.anats.org.au

561 Harris St 
Ultimo NSW 2007

GETTING HERE

JMC Academy is located on 561 Harris Street, 
across from the Powerhouse Museum and close 

to Central Station in Sydney CBD.
*Please allow time for parking

Join ANATS & Visit Us Online 
www.anats.org.au 

Follow us for News & Events 
www.facebook.com/anatsnsw 

Contact our NSW Chapter President - Stephen Baker 
anatsnsw@gmail.com  

ANATS NSW wishes to thank JMC Academy for the use of their facilities.
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BROADWAY AND BEYOND! 

During this interactive two-day workshop, New York-based artist and 
teacher David Sisco will explore the skills necessary to become a working 
artist in the 21st Century. 

  Topics of  discussion will include: 
• Vocal Health on Broadway & Beyond 
• Investigating the Text 
• Working Across Styles 

  There will also be three masterclasses: 
• The Art of  Contemporary Art Song 
• The 16-bar Audition 
• Contemporary Musical Theatre 

David will share his passion for showing how technical knowledge and 
creative expression are two sides of  the same door to a fulfilling career.

Registration Form 
In registering for this event, I agree to grant ANATS the right to photograph and/or 
video me and to use these images and/or films for ANATS promotional purposes.
If you do not wish to be filmed, please make us aware during registration.

Name: ………………………………………………………………………….…

Phone: ……………………………………………………………………………

Address: ………………………………………………………………………….

Email: …………………………………………………………………………….
If under 18yrs, a parent’s signature is also required.

Signed: ………………………………………………………………………..….

Parent/Guardian Name: ……………………………………………………..…
Please send completed registration forms to carolannbentley@bigpond.com 
or post to Carol-ann Bentley c/-PO box 489 Turramurra NSW 2074

Pricing 
ANATS Members: $195
Early Bird Members: $175
Non-Members: $250
Early Bird Non-Members: $230
Student ANATS Members: $120
Student Non-Members: $160

*One day registration also possible on 
request

Payment Methods 
Cheque or Money order payable 

to ANATS NSW Chapter
OR

Direct Debit to ANATS NSW
St George Bank
BSB: 112 879

ACC: 041253274
Description: Your Name

Register now to secure your place! 

ABOUT DAVID SISCO

Composer, performer and educator David Sisco 
currently teaches voice at Marymount Manhattan 
College and maintains a private studio in New York. He 
has led masterclasses and workshops across the United 
States and presented at NATS and ICVT Conferences. 
He has been commissioned by Cayuga Vocal Ensemble, 
Manhattan Girls Chorus and Minnesota State University 

- Moorhead and has had works performed at Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Centre. 
David is also the Founder and President of contemporarymusicaltheatre.com. 

Guest Presenter: BELINDA LEMON-MCMAHON

For your Professional Development, Certificates of Attendance will be given out 
at the conclusion of the event.
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mailto:carolannbentley@bigpond.com
http://contemporarymusicaltheatre.com
mailto:carolannbentley@bigpond.com


Singers wishing to participate in David’s masterclasses will need to send either a 
Facebook link, a CD, an email or a USB with a recording, MP3 or MP4 of one 
song.  

Please state your song’s genre, your age, phone number, email, address and a 
little general information about yourself. 

You will be notified by email of your appearance time with David 7 days prior to 
the event.  

Please send all correspondence to Carol-ann Bentley:
Email: carolannbentley@bigpond.com 

 Postal Address: PO box 489 Turramurra NSW 2074 
 Phone: 0410 453 378

ABOUT ANATS 
ANATS is an association which gathers together people who teach singing, 
who know and love the art.

ANATS encourages vocal education and research.

ANATS provides its members with a forum for the exchange of ideas and 
information in the many fields of singing and voice science. 

ANATS maintains international affiliations with 
equivalent overseas organisations.

ANATS membership unites the voices of 
professional singing teachers in Australia.

Greetings from North Dakota! I’m on my way back to New York City after a wonderful 
weekend working with students at Minnesota State University. I consider myself very 
fortunate to be invited to speak at colleges & universities about the work I do as a 
creative & performing artist. There’s nothing better than talking with students & 
teachers about craft. I talk about what I call a “whole-istic” approach to singing, which I 
believe is necessary to be a healthy, successful artist. 

I look forward to broadening & deepening this discussion when I’m with you at the 
ANATS NSW Conference this coming July. During the two-day conference, we’ll be 
covering a number of topics, including: 

• Investigating Text: Teaching Young Singers How to Find Meaning in Songs 
• How to Talk to a Contemporary Composer 
• Vocal Health on Broadway & Beyond 
• Masterclasses on 16-bar auditions, Contemporary Art Song & Contemporary 

Musical Theatre 
• A New York Perspective: What’s Important in the 21st Century 

Like many of you, the vocal health of my students & private clients is of paramount 
importance. I believe teaching them about how to properly practice solves a great many 
of these concerns. 

Related to this, I have grown deeply concerned by what I personally see as the rising 
trend of vocal damage on Broadway. I have begun a series of interviews with performers, 
casting directors, musical directors, composers & ENTs, looking at how vocal issues are 
prevented & handled in New York, London’s West End & in Melbourne. As you would 
imagine, this is a delicate subject that many industry professionals want to sweep under 
the rug. I hope to have helpful information that gives us a better sense of what we can do 
to protect our performers in an industry that often seems less than concerned with their 
safety. 

In my masterclasses, I’m interested in helping young performers understand that 
technique & dramatic intention is a double-swinging doorway. By this I mean that when 
a singer has a solid technique, it allows them to be more expressive - to be a better 
storyteller. Likewise, it sometimes is helpful to get the singer out of their head and into 
their body by moving from technical work to dramatic intention: why they’re singing the 
song in the first place. When the action of the song becomes clear to the performer, often 
times the voice will positively respond because breath is the foundation of that 
expression. 

And as far as a New York perspective is concerned, we New Yorkers are never at a lack of 
opinions on what’s happening in the world, regardless of subject! I will share my 
thoughts on what I see happening in New York and regionally, & will be interested to 
hear from you, discussing where we intersect & how we can learn from each other!

A LETTER FROM DAVID SISCO MASTERCLASS SINGERS 
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1:00pm Lunch

2:00pm Masterclass: 
Contemporary Musical Theatre

As Founder and President of 
ContemporaryMusicalTheatre.com, 

the largest online resource of 
contemporary writers and songs, 
David will help students find their 

authentic voice in a 
contemporary musical theatre 

song.

3:30pm Afternoon Tea

4:00pm Working Across Styles
It is imperative we teach 

students how to sing in a variety 
of styles so they may have an 
active performing career. This 

workshop focuses on delineating 
the markers of various musical 
genres without dismissing the 
technical foundation on which 

they are built.

WORKSHOP PROGRAM

9:00am Registration

9:30am A New York 
Perspective: 

What’s important in the 
21st Century?

Belinda Lemon McMahon leads a 
candid talk with David Sisco on 

what musical trends are currently 
coming out of New York and how 
this impacts the work of teaching 

artists do with their students.

11:00am Morning Tea

11:30am Investigating the Text
This interactive workshop focuses 
on helping students develop their 

own relationship with a song’s 
text, creating more technical 

freedom and authentic 
expression.

1:00pm Lunch

2:00pm Masterclass: The Art of 
Contemporary Art Song

David will bring his background as 
a prolific art song composer 
(winner of the 2010 NATS 
Composition Award) to this 

masterclass dedicated to English 
contemporary song.

3:30pm Afternoon Tea

4:00pm How to talk to a 
Contemporary Composer

Composers are from Mars (at 
least that’s how it often feels). 

Being on both sides of the table, 
David will discuss how to build 
successful relationships with 
composers, commission and 

collaborate on new work.

9:00am Registration

9:30am Vocal Health on 
Broadway & Beyond

As many musicals continue to 
move toward a contemporary pop/
rock sound, more singing actors 

are developing vocal issues 
during a show’s run. This 

presentation will share over 30 
interviews with industry 

professionals in New York, 
London and Melbourne, 

comparing how vocal issues are 
prevented and treated.

11:00am Morning Tea

11:30am Masterclass: 
The 16-bar Audition

No one ever thinks 16 bars is 
enough. The truth is it’s plenty. 

Learn how to help your students 
master the art of the 16-bar 
audition and get the people 

behind the table to ask for more!

DAY ONE DAY TWO

Saturday 2nd July, 2016 Sunday 3rd July, 2016

*CATERING
Morning and Afternoon tea will be provided on both days.
Lunch is BYO or there are several cafes nearby.
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