
British Business Association – Eastern Province 

2 October 2017 

Members’ Update 

Dear BBA Member 

The Committee hopes that all members enjoyed a relaxing summer and are ready to engage with 

the accelerating pace of change in the Kingdom. 

Change has even come to the British Trade Office, with Steve Graham moving to take up a new role 

at the British embassy in Riyadh, and Gary Hunt arriving in the Eastern Province (from Moscow) as 

the new Head of the BTO.  The committee and all members wish Gary and Irina a very warm 

welcome and every success in Saudi Arabia. 

The BBA remains highly appreciative of the BTO’s support, and looks forward working with Gary, Asif 

and the entire BTO team in the further promotion of UK-Saudi trade relations.  Gary welcomes all 

contributions towards enhancing the two countries’ commercial relationship: his email address is 

gary.hunt@fco.gsi.gov.uk. 

In a change to the make-up of the BBA Committee, Bob Lee returns to the post of Treasurer to 

replace Stuart Neilson who has had to step down. 

Forthcoming events 

Members will already know that the BTO has essentially now moved out of the Oasis compound.  

The BTO has kindly allowed us to use 50A for many of our functions in recent years, but this location 

is no longer available to the BBA.  The committee has therefore been considering various other 

locations at which to hold our business and social functions. 

On 15 October, the BTO will be holding its own event at Al Rushaid Village which is itself a new and 

untested venue for the BTO.  The BBA has decided to liaise with the BTO in evaluating how practical 

ARV proves to be for hosting events; if the location works well, then the committee will seek also to 

use ARV for future BBA functions. 

The committee asks BBA members to bear with us while we continue to explore the availability of 

suitable venues in and around Alkhobar.  We have already identified several possible locations, but 

some of these have proved problematic on closer inspection.  One option might involve hiring the 

Blue Strawberry, although the venue has been closed for the last few months for refurbishment. 

In terms of forward planning, the committee currently intends to hold events on 8 November 

(networking event), 29 November (business dinner) and 13 December (pre-Christmas networking), 

so please pencil these dates in your diaries. 

Poppy Ball and Donations 

Members will have received a flyer about the Poppy Ball 2017, to be held on Thursday 16 November 

at the Radisson Diplomat Hotel, Bahrain.  The BBA is again co-promoting the event with the BBBF. 
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The Poppy Ball of course supports the work of the Royal British Legion, the Chelsea Pensioners’ 

Appeal, and other worthwhile charities and promises to be an excellent event.  So, even though the 

starting time might mean a rush across the causeway after work, the BBA encourages all members 

to support the Ball fully and ensure it is a resounding success. 

Tickets are available from the BBA Secretary, and tables of 10 are still available. 

Please note that the committee has decided to make a limited number of charitable donations over 

2017-18 from excess BBA funds, so please let the committee know if you are aware of any particular 

local charities (Saudi-run or expat-run) which deserve support.  The committee has agreed to donate 

two play-stations to BISAK.  

BBA Secretary and Contact Details 

The committee welcomes Lilly Iyinagoro as our new office administrator and secretary.  Many thanks 

to Lilly and good luck in this role.   

The BBA has had to give up our office premises in Oasis.  Accordingly, Lilly will be creating a home 

office to support the BBA and we have already obtained a new, dedicated BBA mobile no.  Our new 

contact details are: 

 Location: Villa 122, Al Nadah Compound, 10th Street Al Rawabi (behind Extra) 

 Office Hours: Sunday – Thursdays, 09:00am – 11:30am 

 Telephone No.: 058 010 2207 

 Email: Secretary@bbaep.org. 

Member networking 

BBA membership now stands at around 235, so there is plenty of opportunity for networking 

amongst members. 

The committee is encouraging the re-commencement of Special Interest Group activity for the 2017-

2018 business season.  SIGs provide important business development opportunities and the 

committee asks members to join or run a relevant SIG.  Please give them your full support.  Contact 

Keith Stephen if you wish to organise or join a sector-specific SIG. 

The committee would be interested in hearing if any member is willing to take responsibility for 

managing the BBA’s LinkedIn account and creating an effective networking forum through LinkedIn.  

Please contact any committee member if interested. 

***** 

As ever, please get in touch with the committee with any comments or ideas about our activities and 

objectives.  The BBA is your organisation, so please let us know how you think you can contribute. 

Gary Hawkings, Chairman 

Edward Rose, Gen. Secretary 
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