
British Business Association – Eastern Province 

3 May 2016 

Members’ Update 

 

Dear BBA Member 

A successful AGM was held on Monday 18 April 2016.  We had a good turn out and members enjoyed 

an excellent dinner afterwards.  Formal minutes will be available in due course. 

A new Committee was elected at the AGM, comprising the following members who will serve until the 

2017 AGM: 

Chairman – Edward Rose 

General Secretary – Jeff Stewart 

Treasurer – Bob Lee 

Membership Secretary – Ben Jones 

Saudi Aramco Liaison – Gary Hawkings 

Business Development – Keith Stephen 

Social Secretary – Stella Gilmore 

Plus 

Chairman of the Jubail Committee – Daniel Gorman 

BTO - Two Representatives (ex-officio). 

 

(Stella was nominated to a vacant position shortly after the AGM, and was invited by the Committee 

to take the role of social secretary.) 

One major change to the Committee was the departure of Geoff Fennah.  Geoff has served on the 

Committee for over 25 years and acted as Chairman for over 10 years.  This is an astonishing record 

of service and there cannot be many people (if anyone) who have shown such dedication to promoting 

business ties with the UK through any business group anywhere else in the Gulf.  The Eastern Province, 

as the centre of the Kingdom’s oil and gas industry, is a critical partner in UK trade, and Geoff has been 

at the heart of growing the UK-Saudi relationship (both directly and through supporting the work of 

the BTO) for over a quarter century.   

We are all thankful to Geoff for his contribution to the BBA EP, not least in steering the Committee 

forward over the past decade.  Jeff Stewart made a speech at the AGM recognising Geoff’s 

achievements and Geoff was then presented with a commemorative watch to mark his years of 

service. 

 



 

 (Presentation to Geoff at AGM, 18 April 2016) 

The new Committee will work hard to ensure that we continue to provide a regular programme of 

business and social events to the membership over the coming 12 months.  Our aims will be to 

encourage all members to engage actively with the association, to provide opportunities for all 

members to network and to view the BBA as an organisation that can bring benefits to your own 

companies, and to deepen links with the Saudi business community.  With concerns remaining about 

the oil price, with the launch of the Government’s new Vision 2030, and with a restructuring of Saudi 

Aramco in prospect, this is a time of change in the Eastern Province.  The Committee believes that the 

BBA can offer support to its membership in this time of uncertainty and challenge, and can act as a 

source of perspective in evaluating what the business environment might look like in this region in 

coming years. 

Finally, members are reminded about the BBA EP Brunch in Bahrain which is set for Friday 13 May.  

Details have been circulated, and members are encouraged to come along to enjoy the best of the 

Crowne Plaza’s hospitality.  We hope in particular that this event will suit our Bahrain-based members, 

who may not always be able to make it along to our Alkhobar events.  Golfers should mark Friday 3 

June in the diary and plan to participate in the BBBF and BBA 2nd joint corporate social golf day at the 

Royal Golf Club, Bahrain (12:30pm shotgun; details from Sanne Smith  at the BBBF office 

bbbfmemberships@batelco.com.bh).  

Edward Rose, Chairman 

Jeff Stewart, General Secretary 
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