
     Bracknell Parent Carer Forum 

     Minutes from Steering Group Meeting 

     Tuesday 17th July 2018: 10-11.30pm 

     Hermosa, Terrace Road South, Binfield 

 

Apologies 

 

Alison Tobias: Associate 

Dawn Rimmer: Associate 

Davina Booth: Associate 

 

Attendees 

Sandra Beadon: Chair 

Lenka Garcia: Treasurer 

Sarah Barnett: Deputy Chair 

Sue Mennear: Contact a Family 

Item 1 

The minutes from the last meeting were agreed with the correction by Sue Mennear that the forum is to 

support the parents/carers and not as a voice of the children and young people in accordance with the 

Contact a Family grant.  We agreed and said that we had not finalised a tag line to go with the title of 

the forum. 

Item 2 

Sue suggested that training was available through the Contact a Family for new members, if needed to 

support them attending local authority meetings.  Sue also suggested that every member who signed up 

to Facebook as well as those who have formally signed up all count as members. 

Consultations and surveys which have previously been instigated by the local authority should be sent 

out through the forum. 

Sue suggests that there seems to be a gap in resources for 19-25-year olds.  We might think about 

running a “Preparing for Adulthood” training course for our parents/carers. Also, she suggested that 

IPSEA would be useful to approach regarding a day course on “Children and Family Act 2014” rather 

than ask IASS who are not independent. We could join with a neighbouring forum to boast attendance. 



A Discretionary Grant is available for any extra PR or advertising needed to boast the profile of the 

forum. 

We said that we already link the Facebook page with the new Website to encourage traffic from one to 

the other.  Facebook seems now to be the preferred vehicle of choice for our members. 

Sue suggested that we employed a co-ordinator who could deal with liaison with schools and their 

SENCO or distribute the forum newsletter and future leaflets.   Sharon Smith from Contact a Family 

could help as a paid consultant to promote the forum and generate new members interest. 

Sue also suggested that we could use ‘KICK” which is where we employ three paid directors, as well as a 

voluntary Steering Group to monitor the directors. 

Local Offer: We should challenge their information on 19-25-Year-Old resources. 

Sue was pleased with our Building Proposal and said that we should make sure we are fully consulted if 

it is agreed and learn from the “Rise” project where the forum was not fully invited to the planning 

table. 

 

Item 3 

As several members were not in attendance the forthcoming attendance at LA meetings were not 

allocated.  However, it did highlight how many meetings we need to be represented at, and how thin 

our resources were to allocated people to the various meetings.  It is however, a good sign that we are 

now at the table and that the timings of the meetings are now following the ‘Good Practice Guide” 

which Bracknell forest Council have signed up too.  

Action: to contact the Steering Group to arrange who can attend the meetings up to December 2018. 

SB 

Item 4 

Sarah Barnett is happy to continue preparing the newsletters.  Action: Sandra Beadon and Lenka Garcia 

to send Sarah news needed for the Autumn newsletter. Deadline 13th December 2018. 

Item 5 

Logo: Action: Sandra Beadon to source an independent company that can design a new logo for the 

forum. 

AOB: Date of next meeting to be confirmed.  Maybe Monday 1st or Wednesday 3rd October at 10-

11.30am. Hermosa, Terrace Road South, Binfield. RG42 4DS 

 

Everybody was thanked for attending,  and the meeting closed at 12pm. 


