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We wish you all peace and happiness
this Christmas, and fulfilment in 2001

from the Ability Technology team
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Laser PC6
The Laser PC6 is the latest incarnation of the Laser series of portable notetakers.  The Laser PC6
competes with notetaker such as the AlphaSmart 3000 and the Dreamwriter T200, and is at a similar
price range to these devices. The Laser PC6 has a number of extra features however which we feel add to its
usefulness over other notetakers.  The keyboard is full sized, with the display able to be changed between
40  and 80 characters per screen.

The programs on the Laser PC6 include:
· a word processor with text formatting, spell checker and a sticky

keys function
· a calendar for recording homework
· a typing tutor with built in exercises
· a database/telephone directory
· a spreadsheet, compatible with MS Works or Lotus
· a scientific calculator with trig, log and exp.
· a thesaurus option

The Laser PC6 can transfer to PC or Mac using the correct cables, similar to other portable notetakers.  In
addition, it is also able to transfer data wirelessly via infrared to optional receivers. This makes downloading
into a computer very easy.
The Laser also has the option of providing speech feedback for written documents, a unique feature of this
unit.

Overall the Laser PC6 is a versatile unit which sets itself apart form other portable notetakers with its
great range of features and expandability, at price that is similar to other portable notetakers.  It is
available from Ability for $699 incl GST.

Product
News
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Belkin USB DockStation

This multifunction USB hub recently caught our eye.  The
DockStation takes up only one USB port on your
computer, but in return supports up to eight peripherals.
It provides four USB ports, one parallel port, two PS/2
ports and a standard serial port.  Devices can be
connected without having to reboot your computer.

Such a device has a number of benefits.  It overcomes
the shortage of ports on notebooks.  It enables devices
to be connected in a more convenient location, rather
than rummaging around at the back of the computer.
And for assessment centres, where different devices
need to be set up and evaluated, the DockStation
provides a great solution.

The DockStation is available at Harvey Norman stores
for $299.
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QuadJoy

The QuadJoy is a great solution for high level quads who
are unable to use devices such as trackballs.  It is a
joystick device, but only a very small range of movement
is required.  The QuadJoy also has a built-in sip and
puff switch (the joystick tube is hollow).
Even where people use speech recognition for text input,
a direct method of cursor control is advisable.  A device
such as the QuadJoy, in combination with an on-screen
keyboard, also provides a useful alternative/backup
method of text entry.

The QuadJoy also comes with a sturdy clamp and
gooseneck, enabling it to be positioned to the user’s precise
requirements.  Nothing is attached to the user, making the
QuadJoy a comfortable option for many.

The QuadJoy offers reliability, ease of use and high
productivity.  It also represents great value for money, at a
cost of $1,190 (about ¼ the price of alternatives).  It is
available through Ability Technology.
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Research (1) - Speech recognition

Ability has been commissioned to undertake a major study of speech recognition systems.  The study, to be
completed by March 2001, involves testing the main available systems on different computers and with a
number of different users.
This will give us an opportunity to follow-up our 1997 national study of speech recognition.  It will also make
for a busy start to 2001!

Research (2) - Computers & the employment of people with
spinal injury

Ability will also be undertaking a study of the role of technology in the employment of people with spinal
injury.  The study will involve surveys and interviews with employers and employees.  It will seek to evaluate
the positive contribution of computer technology as against many of the negative factors (such as
discrimination and inflexible work arrangements) influencing the employment of people with disabilities.

Going North

Ability Director, Graeme Smith, is reliving his hippy roots!  Armed with his venerable Kombi and lots of
computer equipment, he is taking two weeks to travel up the north coast of NSW and then return to Sydney
via the New England.  The trip will take place in February 2001.  The purpose of the trip is to undertake
assessments, provide training and support, and to demonstrate products.
Many people have already booked time with Graeme, for assessments and in-service training.  If you would
like to avail yourself of any of these services, or just meet for a chat, contact the Ability office soon!

Ability
News
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Web site news
Our new Webmaster, Alan Bimson, reports that problems accessing some of our pages and downloads
through Netscape have now been resolved.  If you have any other issues relating to our Web site,
please send them to alan@abilitycorp.com.au

New staff
We welcome Leigh Lockrey, who will be joining us in February 2001 to collect and maintain product
information and pictures in computer format.

We also welcome Matthew Stevenson, who joins us to bolster our technical support services.
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