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Willard John

Willard John, a former princi-
pal at the St. Croix Educational
Complex, has quite a fascinat-
ing life. He most admires the
essence of culture. He believes
“The best way to preserve cul-
ture is to live it.” For Mr. John,
his involvement is personal. He
said, “My involvement in cul-
ture makes me feel good.” And
it should. He is responsible for
keeping the traditional art and
spirit of the Moko Jumbie alive.
As an educator, Mr. John has
an eye for teens. He under-
stands that culture cannot con-
tinue if the young people are not
engaged in it. Furthermore, he
loves when he meets up with
former students years ahead,
and they thank him for being
an inspiration for their future.

Artwork by Zaquira Carti

Interview by Zoe Solomon
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Mario Moorhead

Mario Moorhead is a radio per-
sonality with a lot to say about
his deep historical knowledge
of the Virgin Islands. He is fore-
most happy with who he is and
where he is, and he shares his
contentment by participating in
the events on July 3rd (Emanci-
pation Day) and November 1st
(D. Hamilton Jackson Day). His
life is rooted in his favorite quo-
tation, “Standing on the shoul-
ders of my ancestors, | cannot
fail. "So naturally, one historical
figure that he looks up to is David
Hamilton Jackson, the famed or-
ator and labor leader. Standing
on such illustrious shoulders,
Mr. Moorhead treasures his
ability to read and comprehend
above all other possessions.
He understands how important
it is to find oneself early in life
and knows the future of the Vir-
gin Islands depends on vision.

Artwork by Tyrone Reed and
Naeem Sealey

Interview by Joshua Parris
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Eugene “Doc” Petersen

Doc Petersen’s life motto is
“blessed is he who expects noth-
ing.” Indeed, he is a man who has
given to the musical culture of St.
Croix wholeheartedly. He sings
calypso and tries to keep the
Crucian Masqueraders from go-
ing out of style and fashion. He is
well-known for the fore-day morn-
ing tramps with Stanley and the
Ten Sleepless Nights. His goal
is to pass on such musical tradi-
tions from the past to the present
so that they will not die out. There
is another cultural exchange that
he sees as just as important as
music: extending a greeting to
one another whether one knows
the person or not. Clearly, he
shows that culture, in addition to
music and art, is rooted in a per-
son’s demeanor. Doc Petersen
exemplifies the peaceful, loving,
and caring personality that his
Crucian upbringing fostered. His
education and travel adds to his
optimistic personality. He says
he always looks at the bright side
of things. Indeed, his outlook
makes it easy for him to show the
bright side of the Virgin Islands.

Artwork by Shania Joseph and
Yolinette Velazquez

Interview by Markicia James
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Winifred “Oyoko” Loving

The winner of Miss Virgin Islands
Senior America lives up to her
name. Winifred “Oyoko” is quite
loving—and lovely. Her whole
persona is a captivating balance
of mind, body, and spirit. She
never stresses on regret, and
she always thinks about the posi-
tive side. Though she does fear
becoming ill, she loves her physi-
cal appearance, and she loves
the skin she is in. There is much
to love. Loving was an educator
for 31 years in the Virgin Islands,
an experience she enjoyed. She
has transferred her love of read-
ing to writing poetry and books.
She has written My Grandma
Loves to Play, My Name is Free-
dom, and Jeepney Love—her
favorite. Jeepney Love was in-
spired by her vacation to the
Philippines. It portrays the love
of two Jeepneys or Jeeps in a
crowded street like the ones she
saw on her vacation. In her in-
terview, she showed off pictures
of herself when she was younger.
Nothing has changed. She still
has a one-of-a-kind bright smile. .

Artwork by Rickel Dupigny

Interview by Denver Straker Jr.
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Sonia Jacobs Dow

Sonia Jacobs Dow believes a
person should leave the place
better than he or she found it.
She does just that as a con-
sultant for the St. Croix Land-
mark Society. She manages
community events that give
local and non-locals an ap-
preciation for St. Croix history
and culture. Personally, she
exudes her belief that there is
no overrated virtue. She loves
to plan family gatherings. She
adores her collection of orchids
in around her house. She be-
lieves God is always in control.
Family. Beauty. Humility. All
commingle in Dow. She stays
positive and finds perfect hap-
piness in relaxing with her fam-
ily here in the Virgin Islands.

Artwork by Jahmoi Benjamin
and Tyrone Reed

Interview by Jinayah Roberts &
Janae Christopher
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Susan Wall

Susan Wall, Editor of St. Croix
This Week magazine, believes
in the power of positive thinking.
Her grandmother, a good listen-
er and problem-solver, inspired
her to live a resourceful lifestyle.
Armed with the support and
teachings of her grandmother,
Wall took a leap to indepen-
dence, eventually becoming a
prominent figure in the St. Croix
community. Through her year-
round work, she showcases St.
Croix businesses and promotes
St. Croix culture and organiza-
tions to locals and visitors. Her
goal is to help make an impact
on the community and to show
why we love St. Croix. The
magazine is available in major
stores all over the island. Its
colorful covers and rich content
do indeed show all the lovely
features St. Croix has to offer.

Artwork by Naeem Sealey

Interview by Quanisha Chris-
tiansen & Zhania Deterville
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Yemaya Jones

Lets meet the great artist:
Yemaya Jones. She was born in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and
spent some of her artistic years
in Brooklyn, New York. She has
been a long-time resident of St.
Croix and is now one of ours.
She brings with her a love and
artistry for dyeing and designing
fabric. Though others would go
on a cruise, Jones’ dream vaca-
tion would be to travel to Mali to
watch the process of creating indi-
go dye. She loves indigo dyes so
much that one of her five daugh-
ters is named for the deep, blue
medium. Her greatest achieve-
ment in life is raising her beauti-
ful daughters and discovering her
artistic passion. The historical
figure she admires is naturally a
woman like her, the writer and
anthropologist, Zora Neale Hur-
ston. Jones admires Hurston’s
“brave soul to go out in the world
by herself.” She shares her artis-
tic life with John Obafemi Jones,
her husband who is also an art-
ist and daughters, Tania, Chan-
dani, Indigo, Eboni, and Jade.

Artwork by Shania Joseph and
Yolinette Velazquez and

Interview by Shadirah Barnes
and Brianna Williams
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Valrica Bryson

Valrica Bryson, Director of Vir-
gin Islands Cultural Education,
moved to St. Croix from Oran-
jestad, Aruba at the age of six
and has lived here ever since.
When she arrived, Ms. Bryson
spoke four languages and now
fluently speaks six. Drawing on
her polyglot experience and her
degree in music, Bryson strives
to bring culture to all the schools
in the Virgin Islands. This year,
she created the Traditional Mu-
sic and Lyrics Academy which
teaches children contemporary
forms of music and arrang-
ing. There is also a storytelling
academy. In addition, she is
working on other projects, in-
cluding a free troop for children
and the V.I. Pan Exposition.
The exposition will bring all the
Steel Pan groups together to
showcase their talents. With a
spectacular woman like Valrica
Bryson taking charge of cultural
education in the Virgin Islands,
we can all look forward to see-
ing more amazing projects.

Artwork by Sanay Hewitt and
Monet Roserie

Interview by Lileth Grouby
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Abdul Ali

Abdul Ali, a regular social col-
umnist for the St. Croix Avis
and the Daily News, was born
in Nevis, moved to St. Croix in
1982, and has lived here for
thirty-four years. His contribu-
tions spread beyond print jour-
nalism. He also has a radio
channel, and he helps broad-
cast the annual Christmas fes-
tival. His is a signature voice
in local reporting. He lives by
the quotation, “Live for the mo-
ment and capture the future.”
Ali has noted many wonderful
moments in St. Croix’s daily life
and captured them for the fu-
ture. Though he believes that
there is no perfect happiness
and that life is a balance be-
tween good and bad, he wishes
to be recognized for his service
to the Virgin Islands. He has
already won numerous awards
for his work and will no doubt
be remembered for many more.

Artwork by Sherville Huggins Jr.
and Aisha Roberts

Interview by Gabriella Passee
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Elisa McKay

Elisa McKay inspires others
in the same way she’s been
inspired. She spreads happi-
ness. What better way to do
so than teaching others how
to breathe? She teaches yoga
and has done so since 1981,
thereby embodying her motto,
“Just breathe.” The simplicity of
her work aligns with other pleas-
ant qualities she expresses:
strength, health, love, honesty,
and spirituality. McKay also
meditates. She prizes a mind
that is healthy and loving. Some
people prize material posses-
sions. McKay says her greatest
characteristic is her happiness
and giving it to others. For her,
perfect happiness is being right
where she is at the moment—
on St. Croix or the mainland,
spending time with her family..

Artwork by Danica David and
Kyanna Torrens

Interview by Kareem Abdel-
ghani
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Brian Bishop

Islanders love their jewelry and
Brian Bishop, founder of Cru-
cian Gold, knows how to deliv-
er. A shy, introvert, he makes
the best jewelry on the island.
It is no wonder that his prized
possessions are his tools, and
he considers social status to be
the most overrated virtue. He
is happy and content with his
life. He produces work that he
is proud of, makes him happy,
and brings joy to others. In addi-
tion, he is a trained underwater
photographer and spearfisher-
man. All other aspects of his life
relatively in balance, Bishop is
afraid of being eaten by a shark
while spear fishing. We hope
that won’t happen! Bishop has
given his art and creativity to
the island, and we thank him.

Artwork by Naeem Sealey

Interview by Janaé Christopher
and Jinayah Roberts
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Artwork by Ernie Bodley Jr.
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\/irgin Islands Cultural C ontibutors (Calendar Frojcct

To celebrate the upcoming Centennial Anniversary of the United
States Virgin Islands in 2017, the Virgin Islands Cultural Contribu-
tors Calendar Creation and Theatrical Performance collaborative
project was developed by St. Croix Educational Complex’s Fine Art
educator Danica David and Drama and Speech educator Sayeeda
Carter. The project involves an interactive learning experience

for SCECHS students and participants in the community who are
actively contributing to the development of Virgin Islands culture.
Ms. David and Ms. Carter developed this idea so that on a yearly
basis students in the Virgin Islands can learn about individuals who
are aiding in the advancement of Virgin Islands culture. The Virgin
Islands Cultural Contributors Calendar Creation and Theatrical
Performance collaborative project is also a fundraiser.

The criteria of a Virgin Islands Cultural Contributor are as follows:
a native or resident of the Virgin Islands for a minimum of 15 years
or more; an active contributor to the development of Virgin Islands
culture through fine arts, education, literature, and history in the
past or present; a present, thriving current resident in the US Virgin
Islands.

This is Ms. David’s second school year with SCECHS. During
school year 2015/2016 she was an artistic mentor to her student
Masa Ito who won the Congressional Art Award. Ms. Carter has
been with St. Croix Educational Complex for six years and was i v
voted SCECHS Teacher of the Year for the 2015/2016 school year. R ol e eera LUy




Student (ontributors

Ms. Danica David’s SCEC Art Club students photo-
graphed or use provided photographs of selected
participants to create mixed media (collage and - SCEC ART CLUB
watercolor) portrait paintings. Ms. Sayeeda Carter’s : STUDENTS
Drama and Speech students interviewed selected .
participants. Participants were asked questions T%’ (L-R) Tyrone Reed, Kyanna Torrens,
: - . ) ; " aeem Sealey, Sherville Huggins Jr.,
modeled from Vanity Fair’'s Proust Questionnaire. ; ! Ernie Bodley
Monologues and or short scenes will be created W A " A
based on participants responses. The completed AT I fER. | B Bottom (L-R) Aisha Roberts,
students artwork and Proust Questionnaire interview = i e W, Rickel Dupigny, Sanay Heuwitt,
responses were utilized to create this twelve month Yolinette Velazquez,
Virgin Islands Cultural Contributors Calendar. The Shania Joseph, and
culminating event will be an art exhibition, theatrical Zaquira Cart
performance, and reception.

The SCEC Art Club student contibutors are Ernie
Bodley Jr., Zaquira Carti, Rickel Dupigny, Sanay SCECHS SPEECH/DRAMA
Hewitt, Sherville Huggins Jr., Jahmoi Benjamin, STUDENTS
Shania Joseph, Tyrone Reed, Aisha Roberts, Monet
Roserie, Naeem Sealey, Kyanna Torrens, and Yoli- Top (L-R) Denver Straker Jr., Joshua Parris,
nette Velazquez. Kareem Abdelghani,

The SCECHS Speech and Drama students con- Bottom (L-R) Shadirah Barnes
tibutors are Kareem Abdelghani, Shadirah Barnes, Lileth Grouby, Zoe Solomon,

Quanisha Christiansen,

Quanisha Christiansen, Janae Christopher, Zhania ‘ ’
Zhania Deterville

Deterville, Lileth Grouby, Markicia James, Danielle
Joseph, Joshua Parris, Gabriella Passee, Jinayah
Roberts, Zoe Solomon, Denver Straker Jr., and Bri-
anna Williams.
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