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The list of measures that accompany the Plastics Strategy is already well implemented. For single 

use plastics, the European Commission, with the help of the consultancy Eunomia, is currently 

assessing which types of measures they should adopt by the end of May 2018. More than 1800 

people have participated in the public consultation that was launched earlier this year, and it seems 

that this topic is very high on the agenda of European officials.  

In addition, the Commission has begun the preparatory work for the future revision of the 

Packaging Directive to ensure, possibly through the “essential requirements”, new harmonized 

rules, for example on eco-design or defined recycled content. By this means, the Commission 

wants to guarantee that by 2030 all plastics packaging placed in the single market can be reused or 

recycled in a cost-effective manner.  

 

 

 
 

Alexandre Dangis participated as a speaker in the Circular Economy Stakeholder of the European 

Commission. The conference took place on the 20th and 21st February in Brussels. Alexandre was 

invited to speak as the Managing Director of EuPC in the panel debate titled “What's Next After the 

EU Strategy for Plastics?”.  

More information about the event can be found here. 

To watch the video recording of the panel debate, please click  here. 

 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  
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   Water Safety Directive & (Micro) Plastics 

Although not officially enlisted in the Plastics Strategy’s measures, the 

European Commission is revising the Drinking Water Directive in an 

effort to improve quality, standards and access to water. In line with 

the precautionary principle, the proposal addresses microplastics, 

which are an issue of emerging concern. Microplastics which are 

considered relevant based on a hazard assessment will have to be 

regularly monitored in water bodies used for the abstraction of drinking 

water, so that mitigation measures can be taken where necessary. Water suppliers can carry out 

additional monitoring and treatment to ensure that drinking water is free from microplastics.  

Recently, related to another stream of microplastics, ECHA has launched a call for evidence on 

the use of intentionally added microplastic particles in products of any kind open until 11th of 

May, 2018, available here.   

In addition, the Directive aims at improving the consumption from other water sources in Europe, 

ultimately lowering consumption of bottled water, to save more than €600 million per year in the EU. 

With improved confidence in tap water, citizens can also contribute to reducing plastic waste from 

bottled water, including marine litter. The text of the revised Directive is available here.  

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

   Plastic Carrier Bags Update 

An external study whose objective is to identify which products are 

viable alternatives to plastic bags and whether these alternatives may 

have a lower impact on the environment is currently carried out. 

Although expected to be published in 2017, it is now expected after the 

summer.   

The Study uses life cycle assessment methodology under the Product 

Environmental Footprint (PEF) framework to compare the 

environmental performance of very lightweight plastic carrier bags with a number of potential 

alternatives and Member States have still time to report on the consumption of lightweight plastic 

carrier bags, including very lightweight plastic carrier bags, until 27 May 2018.  

In these days, the agreement on the methodology for calculating consumption at national level 

should be soon ready, as up to now Member States were not able to reach an agreement on how to 

provide the information to the Commission.  

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

   EU Circular Economy Package & Packaging Waste Directive  

The Parliament & the Council seem to have reached the final stages in 

the discussions on the compromise texts of the Waste Package 

legislation. In the revised Packaging Directive, recycling targets for 

plastic stay at 50% by 2025 and 55% by 2030, where the weight of the 

packaging waste recycled must be understood as the weight of 

packaging before recycling, meaning waste has been collected and 

sorted.  

The agreement also introduces mandatory extended producer 

responsibility schemes. Producers under these schemes are 

responsible for the collection of used goods, as well as the sorting and treatment for their recycling. 

Producers will be required to pay a financial contribution for that purpose, calculated on the basis of 

the treatment costs. Member States will have to ensure that, by 31 December 2024, extended 

producer responsibility schemes are established for all packaging. 

Moreover, for waste in general, national ministries in the Council have been asked what kind of 

economic incentives they wish to see to increase the uptake of recyclates: awareness campaigns, 

standards for recycled plastics, green public procurement and EPR schemes beyond the packaging 

sector.  

 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

https://echa.europa.eu/calls-for-comments-and-evidence/-/substance-rev/19224/term
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52017PC0753&from=EN
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


9th Amendment to the Plastics Reg. 10/2011 published (previously 8th Amendment) 

On 19 January 2017, Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/79 on plastic materials and articles 

intended to come into contact with food (9th Amendment of the Regulation (EU) 10/2011 - Annex 

I) was published in the EU's Official Journal. The regulation entered into force on 8 February 

2018. The regulation contains a list of new substances to be included into the Union list of 

authorised substances with the restriction that those must be used according to given 

specification: 

  (1) 2,4,4'- trifluorobenzophen one; 

  (2) 2,3,3,4,4,5,5- heptafluoro-1- pentene; 

  (3) Tungsten oxide; 

  (4) Mixture of methyl-branched and linear C14-C18 alkanamides, derived from fatty acids. 

The following entries are added to the Table 3 of the Annex to Regulation (EU) No 10/2011: 

(i) When used as reheat agent in polyethylene terephthalate (PET) verification of compliance with 

the specific migration limit is not required; in all other cases compliance with the specific migration 

limit shall be verified in accordance with Article 18; the specific migration limit is expressed as mg 

tungsten / kg food. 

(ii) Migration of stearamide, listed in Table 1 under FCM substance No 306 to which no specific 

migration limit applies, shall be excluded from verification of the compliance of the migration of the 

mixture with the specific migration limit laid down for the mixture 

Unlike the draft version, the final version now contains a transition period for the supply chain to 

adapt to the changes. EuPC and FPE (Flexible Packaging Europe) had previously raised this 

issue towards DG Santé and asked to include a transition period.  

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

   Commission publishes Evaluation Roadmap of the FCM Framework Regulation 

DG Santé published an Evaluation Roadmap of the Food Contact 

Materials (FCM) Regulation. It sets out an initial description of the planned 

initiative, presents the problems that the initiative would aim to address 

and the possible solutions envisaged by the Commission. DG Santé is 

working on an ex-post evaluation of the Framework regulation No. 

1935/2004. A more specific timetable for the work on the evaluation was 

set starting in Q1 of 2018 and will be completed by Q2 of 2019.  

EuPC provided feedback to the public consultation on the presented Roadmap by 26 December 

2017 and will submit its comments via the Food Contact Regulatory Expert Panel (FREP). According 

to the Commission, the expected evaluation would assess whether framework Regulation (EC) No 

1935/2004 is effective, efficient and sustainable. Its objective would be to evaluate whether EU 

procedures are adequate and to prepare possible further harmonisation. 

The evaluation will be based, amongst others, on the results of the JRC Study on non-harmonised 

food contact materials as well as on the European Parliament's own initiative Report on the 

implementation of Regulation (EC) No 1935/2004 adopted in October 2016.   

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

In January 2018, the Environmental Committee (ENVI) of the European Parliament did not vote 

against the Commission's draft measure on the use of bisphenol A(BPA) in varnishes and 

coatings intended to come into contact with food. On 12 February, the 10th Amendment was 

published in the Official Journal of the EU as the Commission Regulation (EU) 2018/213. It applies 

from 6 September 2018. It affects plastics as well as coated FCM.  

The measure was adopted within the context of the draft Commission Regulation to amend Annex 

I to Regulation (EU) No 10/2011 to lower the current specific migration limit (SML) for BPA used in 

plastic food contact materials. The current SML of 0.6 mg of BPA per kg of food would be lowered 

to 0,05 mg/kg. This would reflect the new temporary Tolerable Daily Intake (t-TDI) proposed by the 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA). In addition, the draft Regulation establishes a SML for 

BPA used in varnishes and coatings. The SML of 0,05 mg/kg will also apply to BPA used in 

varnishes and coating applied to materials and articles intended to come into contact with food. 

Also, BPA is not anymore allowed to be used for manufacture of baby feeding bottles.  

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

BPA Update - 10th Amendment to the Plastics Reg. 10/2011 published 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


Food Contact Plastics Seminar 2018 open for registrations! 

FOCUS 

On 19 – 20 April 2018, EuPC and PCE will organise the annual Food Contact Plastics Seminar 

2018, which will take place in the VLEVA auditorium of the EuPC office building in Brussels. This 

year, the topics of the seminar is “Ensuring Safety of Products: Focus on Retailers and 

Consumers”.   

Among the speakers, EuPC will welcome the FCM Team of DG Santé, Eddo Hoekstra (Joint 

Research Centre), Dario Dainelli (EuPC), Juan Carlos Carrillo (CONCAWE), Mike Simoni 

(EuPIA), and others. Registrations are now open! 

To register, please click here. 

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

On 10 April 2018 TEPPFA, the leading European voice of the plastic pipes and fittings industry, 

organises The TEPPFA Forum 2018 at the Sofitel Brussels Europe. The TEPPFA Forum 2018 is 

part of TEPPFA’s communication campaign: “Discover: Plastics. Performance, Strength, Longevity 

and Flexibility” (www.discover-plasticpipes.com). The campaign was launched mid-September to 

promote the benefits of plastic pipes throughout Europe. 

The renowned biennial TEPPFA Forum aims at connecting European policy makers with leading 

industry stakeholders - all through the plastic pipe value chain to discuss selected topics that might 

impact the plastic pipes and fittings sector in the EU. 

The TEPPFA Forum 2018 includes presentations and debates related to 4 conference sessions: 

1.Climate Resilience in Urban Infrastructure: the role of storm water management systems 

2. Draft revision of the European Drinking Water Directive. Way forward. 

3. Impact of old deteriorating below ground water and waste water assets on water quality. 

4. Sustainable building. Challenges and opportunities 

Confirmed speakers include: Dr. Paul Toyne, Strategic adviser and conference chair, Eric Liegeois, 

DG GROWTH, and Dipl.-Ing Volker Meyer, Managing Director Water at Figawa.  

You can register for the TEPPFA Forum 2018 here. A 10% early bird reduction on the fee applies if 

you register before 3 March.  

More information: info@teppfa.eu  

TEPPFA Conference on the 10th April 2018 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1dIchc9_t_XsOkFpjIPcDuWLXuhY2ay3lRnpQ9CPFgr4/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/teppfa-forum-2018-registration-42742756736
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Upcoming EuPC Meetings 

EuPC Packaging and Building & Construction Executive 

Committees 

14 March  

Brussels 

EuPC Senior Executives Forum 14 March  

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee  15 March  

Brussels 

Automotive & Transport Executive Committee 19 March 

Conference Call 

EuPC Raw Material Committee 5 April 

Brussels 

EuMBC Conference 17 May 

Brussels  

EuPC Annual Meeting 24-25 May 

Milan, Italy 

EuPC Packaging Conference 25 September 

Brussels 

EuPC Packaging Division ExCom 26 September  

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee 27 September 

Brussels 

FOLLOW US! 
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      EuPC / Unionplast Annual Meeting 2018 

EuPC and Unionplast will jointly organise the 2018 EuPC Annual Meeting on the 24th and 25th May 

in Milan, Italy. Major representatives of the entire value chain will come together to discuss the most 

developments in European plastics industry, most of all the implications of the EU Strategy for 

Plastics in a Circular Economy.  

The central theme will be "A Circular Future with Plastics" and the discussion will include topics such 

as the growing importance of waste prevention, or reuse and recycling in the light of the latest 

guidelines expressed by the European institutions in the EU Plastics Strategy and in the Voluntary 

Commitments of the plastics industry. During the first day on the 24th May, three "Market Divisions" 

covering Packaging, Building & Construction and Automotive & Transport will take place 

simultaneously. During the main conference on the 25th May, representatives of national as well as 

European politics and leaders of the European plastics industry will share their knowledge and 

experience on industry trends, with the confirmed presence of the European Commissioner for 

Growth, Elżbieta Bieńkowska. 

The event will take place in the Gallia Hotel in Milan. More information and registration details are 

available on the website circularfuturewithplastics.eu, on which soon the complete programme will be 

published. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
circularfuturewithplastics.eu

