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Winning projects of the EPSE Awards Competition 8th edition  were announced on the 21st of 

October at the KFair in Düsseldorf. Since 2007, the competition recognizes the best projects made 

out of polycarbonate. 

Among the invited speakers was Alex Chinneck, British designer and artist, who gave an inspiring 

speech in which he highlighted how often he uses polycarbonate in his artworks. He showed the 

polycarbonate’s many advantages, such as high impact resistance, its light weight and its aesthetics. 

The ceremony was closed with the speech by a representative of Daher, recipient winner of the 

innovation category. 

Fourteen projects in three categories were submitted at this year’s edition: Sustainability, Innovation, 

and Design. Nominated projects included a wide range of polycarbonate applications: public 

buildings, hotels and conference centres and artworks. The event proved to be of great fun to all 

involved, taking a short break from walking the stalls at KFAIR. 

    EPSE - Best Polycarbonate projects announced during KFAIR 2016 

In summer 2016, the EuPC Building & Construction Division 

organized a workshop with its members to discuss long-

term challenges for the building and construction industry 

on a global scale. The purpose was to identify what the main 

challenges are and how the plastics industry and its products 

can contribute to tackle them. The main challenges 

identified during the workshop took shape of megatrends such 

as the following: an aging EU population and increasing world 

population, climate change mitigation and adaptation, resource scarcity, digital evolution, accelerating 

technological development, disease prevention and constraints in public spending.  

In the next step, the division members will indicate which of the megatrends have the highest priority 

for them. Expected outcome of this process is  the stimulation of thinking in a global context, 

identification of the future direction of the plastics industry and of products contributing that could 

successfully meet those megatrends. 

 Building & Construction Vision 

http://alexchinneck.com/
http://www.daher.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


 

In 2017, DG GROW will introduce two studies on protection from 

fire. The first study aims to develop an European assessment 

approach to measure fire resistance of building facades. 

Competent authorities in each Member State will select two fire 

tests. If the larger scale, more expensive test has been passed, the 

small scale test is automatically passed as well. This study will last 

for twelve months. 

The second study will investigate whether there is a need to regulate the toxicity of smoke produced 

by construction products in fires. It will investigate the regulatory status quo at Member State 

level and assess if fire statistics are sufficiently measuring the health consequences of toxic gas 

inhalation and gases erupting as a consequence of fires.  The study also seeks to understand the 

best regulatory route, where not only construction products but building design and fire alarms are 

regulated as well. It will calculate how each regulatory measure will effectively reduce the level of 

harm as well as study the effects on the marketing of construction products. The study is expected to 

last for eight months. 

EuPC follows both topics and requested to be part of the stakeholders consultation. 

Geoffroy Tillieux, Director Technical Department EuPC 

  EU harmonization  in fire regulation -  New developments 

TEPPFA is leading the Technical Secretariat for the “ Hot and cold 

water supply pipes within the building” Product Environmental Footprint 

pilot, one of the 25 on-going pilots of the PEF project launched by the 

European Commission in 2013, with the goal of developing a 

harmonized European method of measuring environmental 

performance of products and organisations. Other members of the 

Technical Secretariat are the European Copper Institute (ECI), 

PlasticsEurope, Plastic Recyclers Europe (PRE) and the Flemish 

Institute for Technological Research (VITO).  

The overall objective of the “Hot and cold water supply pipes within the building” pilot is to develop 

common rules to calculate the Environmental Footprint profile for hot and cold water pipe 

systems valid for Copper, PEX and Polymer/Aluminum/Polymer. These are referred to as the 

Product Environmental Footprint Category Rules (PEFCRs).   

The Technical Secretariat (TS) published their draft Product Environmental Footprint Category 

Rules following a public consultation, whose purpose was to gather stakeholder feedback on the 

updated draft PEFCR. The consultation sought to find out how PEFCR can best be implemented 

and examined life cycle stages, processes, data quality requirements and verification requirements.  

The Secretariat is now testing the communication vehicles proposed in the PEFCR and is the 

revising PEFCR along the suggestion delivered. It aims to finalize its Category Rules by December 

2016. The outcomes of the pilot phase will then be used by the Commission in evaluating specific 

policy tools related to PEF and OEF. 

 Measuring the  environmental footprint of products 

Action foreseen in the Circular Economy Package is evolving. At the Euro-

pean Parliament, the amendments to the Waste Framework Directive are 

currently being shaped in the form of compromise positions by the 

Environment Committee before adoption of the final report expected at the 

end of January 2017. With respect to B&C sector, draft provisions encour-

age green public procurement and promotion of sorting systems for minerals fractions and specific 

materials. The identification of recyclable materials and substances prior to demolition for bigger 

buildings is emphasized equally. 

At the European Commission, the focus is on the  Strategy on Plastics in the Circular Economy 

Roadmap. The document will soon be issued and subject to a public consultation.  It will contain a 

comprehensive plan for plastics and present a list of possible policy actions - either legislative or 

non-legislative - that the Commission could adopt in order to tackle plastics-related issues. The 

choice of policy action will be based on the outcome of the consultation, open for all stakeholders 

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

 Circular Economy Package: draft amendments of Waste Framework Directive and Strategy on Plastics  

mailto:Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org


 

The European Commission recently submitted a draft delegated act on the 

classification of performance of construction products in relation to their 

emissions of dangerous substances into indoor air. The proposal aims at 

integrating the existing French, German and Belgian emissions systems. 

The classification would comprise the performance in relation to three 

essential characteristics, the emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC), 

formaldehyde and carcinogenic substances.  

In late August, the Commission sent a new technical document for the classification including new 

draft proposal for VOC classes to be considered together with the delegated act. During the last 

meeting of the Subgroup of the Advisory Group on Dangerous Substances (DG GROW) the 

feedback from the experts was collected and the industry was given the opportunity to provide their 

comments in writing before the 23rd of September. Several EU Member States and industry 

associations submitted their comments to the Commission. 

EuPC monitors the issue and takes part in relevant industry working groups on dangerous 

substances.  

  Classification of substances in construction 

Placard is a project funded by the European Commission that 

aims to produce a new bio-based plasticizer for soft PVC with a 

focus on construction applications. It is produced by chemically 

modifying cardanol, an industrial grade yellow oil obtained by 

vacuum distillation of cashew nut shell liquid. By using a by-

product such as cashew nut shells, the Placard plasticizer does not add pressure on food 

resources.  

The Placard project is in its final stretch and will report its results by the end of this year. We will 

be attending the Ecomondo Fair in Rimini, Italy from the 8th to the 11th of November, and 

present the current project status on 10th of November. If you are interested in attending the fair, 

please get in touch for a one day free admission. 

More information: mireia.boada@eupc.org 

  Placard project on its final stretch!  

SlipSafe, the large scale collaborative project funded by the Europe-

an Commission, is currently in its validation phase conducting 

case studies and tests with potential end users. This work will be 

finalised around mid-December 2016. The complete project and its 

final results will then be publicly presented during a SlipSafe Work-

shop taking place on 27 January in Brussels at the VLEVA Con-

ference Centre. You will receive the invitation to this event in due course. 

 

The three-year research project SlipSafe addresses the challenges of reduction of slip-accidents 

on wet floors, in particular resilient flooring used in private and public buildings. The project 

aims to yield key innovation for the next generation of flooring, and forms part of the growing  focus 

on preventing falling accidents. 

More information: www.slipsafe.org  

SlipSafe Workshop on 27 January  

http://www.slipsafe.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


The European Conference on Plastics will be held on 8 - 9 December 

2016 in Rotterdam, The Netherlands.  

Dedicated people and experts from the entire plastics value chain will 

come together for two days to create real circular breakthroughs which 

will be incorporated in the EU Strategy on Plastic  

Peter Woodward, Director of Quest Associates and specialist in all 

aspects of the sustainable development agenda, will moderate.  

The Dutch Minister for the Environment, Sharon Dijksma, will open  the 

conference.   

For a  detailed programme, please visit the event website. 

   European Conference on Plastics, 8 - 9 December 2016 

Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC Packaging EXCOM 17 November 2016 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee Meeting 18 November 2016 

Brussels 

EuPC Building & Construction EXCOM 2 December 2016 

Brussels 
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EuPC Packaging organized a conference on 20 September 2016.Close to hundred leaders 

from the plastics packaging industry came together  to listen to senior experts speak along the 

theme of The Future of Plastics Packaging. 

From the European Commission to Danone, from the Circular Economy to innovations in food 

packaging, the perspectives of speakers and breadth of subjects covered was impressive. An 

informed audience heard about the newest thinking in Plastics Packaging in nine distinct 

presentations by industry, NGO and institutional representatives, followed by critical discussions 

and debates with the speakers.  Thanks to all involved and see you at the next event! 

To view more event pictures click here. 

 

  The Future of Plastics Packaging  

FOLLOW US! 

http://www.euconferenceonplastics.com/
https://goo.gl/photos/i7SWVF4EYCbzAPDr5
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics

