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   EuPC/IK Annual Meeting took place in Berlin 
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On the 13th and 14th June, the European plastics converting 

industry met in Berlin at A Circular Future with Plastics to 

discuss a broad range of issues related to the sustainability 

and circularity of plastics. Over 200 participants from all over 

Europe joined the annual two-day conference, that has been 

organised this year in collaboration with IK 

Industrievereinigung Kunststoffverpackungen e.V., the 

German association for plastic packaging. 

The transition towards a more circular economy is a challenge but also an opportunity for the 

plastics industry, that can make a crucial contribution to a more environmentally friendly society by 

saving resources and reducing CO2 emissions. To further increase the circularity of plastic 

products, EuPC and PlasticsEurope agreed to work closer together, to strengthen communication 

across the entire value chain. 

On the second day of the conference, Carlos Monreal, CEO of Plastics Energy and President of 

Chemical Recycling Europe, highlighted the opportunities that chemical recycling offers. In coming 

years, more innovation and a reliable legal framework will be needed to enable chemical recycling 

to play its role in completely closing the loop for plastic products. Ms. Kirsi Ekroth – Manssila, Head 

of Unit at DG GROW of the European Commission, presented the Circular Plastics Alliance, and 

emphasised the need for a well-functioning monitoring system. She appreciated the development of 

MORE and called upon converting companies to register and submit their data through the 

platform. 

To take a look at the pictures of the event, click here.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  
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   EuPC/IK Annual Meeting took place in Berlin 

During the EuPC/IK Annual Meeting, the 2019 EuPC General Assembly took place 

on the 14th of June in Berlin. At the EuPC General Assembly, the members of EuPC 

elected several board members, that will be part of the EuPC Steering Committee 

from 2020 to 2023:  

• Benoît Hennaut, Aliaxis Group SA, on behalf of Fédération de la Plasturgie et des Composites 

• Martin Hitchin, REHAU Ltd., on behalf of EPPA 

• Marc Cornu, Ampacet Europe SA, on behalf of EuMBC 

• Myriam Tryjefaczka, Tarkett SA, on behalf of the EuPC Building & Construction Division 

• Claude Clement, Plastic Omnium SA, on behalf of the EuPC Automotive & Transport Division 

• Ton Emans, CeDo Recycling BV, on behalf of Plastics Recyclers Europe 

In addition, Tadeusz Nowicki, ERGIS SA was elected as a member until 2021, on behalf of PUPC, 

the Polish Union of Plastics Converters. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

https://www.plasticsconverters.eu/media
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
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   Best Polymer Producers Awards for Europe 2019 - WINNERS ANNOUNCED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the Gala Dinner of the conference A Circular Future with Plastics on 13 June 2019 in Berlin, 

the Polymers for Europe Alliance announced the eight winners of the Best Polymer Producers 

Awards for Europe 2019. The award ceremony of this European-wide customer survey took place in 

the presence of 150 industry representatives, following a record high number of votes. 

The Polymers for Europe Alliance congratulates Vynova for winning the overarching award 

on CUSTOMER COMMUNICATION covering all polymer types.  

In the remaining polymer categories, the following companies were awarded: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

   MORE Video Published  

The MORE platform was presented at the 2019 

conference A Circular Future with Plastics on the 13-

14 June in Berlin, Germany. Marjan Ranogajec, 

European MORE Coordinator, presented the platform 

and demonstrated its features during the Building & 

Construction and Automotive & Transport sessions on 

the first day (13th June). In addition, during breaks and 

networking activities, the MORE team presented the platform ’s features to conference participants 

through live demonstrations.  

Following the event, the MORE video was published to give interested companies more information 

about the platform and the questionnaire. In two minutes, the viewer is guided through the 

registration process and the completion of the questionnaire. To take a look at the video and 

distribute it, please visit this link. 

Together, we will make MORE efforts to reach the EU targets towards 2025. For more information, 

please contact the MORE team via info@moreplatform.eu or discover MORE at 

www.moreplatform.eu. 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F_a6aMdIugo
http://www.moreplatform.eu/


FOCUS 

   Update on Titanium Dioxide (TiO2) 

The Classification of TIO2 is expected to be discussed at the next 

CARACAL meeting on the 1 and 2  July, although it is not clear from 

the agenda if the specific adaptation to the technical progress will 

actually be discussed. So far, EuPC has not seen any new 

regulatory proposal published by the European Commission (EC) in 

preparation of the CARACAL meeting. EuPC sent a joint letter with 

other industry actors including among others  CEPE (paint industry) 

and TDMA) (TIO2 manufacturers), highlighting the issues related esp. to waste classification and the 

need for an impact assessment to be undertaken by the EC. It asks as well to wait for the completion 

of the evaluation undertaken by ANSES. 

Informally, EuPC has been told that a derogation (Note 10) for solid materials (and therefore plastics) 

is included in the EC’s latest draft proposal which broadly follows the same lines as commented in 

the plastics supply chain letter to the EC dated 9 April 2019, but EuPC could not verify this. 

Concerning the classification of waste, the EC still intends to only amend the guidance on waste, 

whilst more legal certainty would be reached in amending the list of waste. The concerns highlighted 

in EuPC’s more specific plastics supply chain letter remain valid today. 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) released guidance on chemical regulations in case of a no-

deal Brexit. For a no-deal scenario, the UK will replicate EU REACH in the form of UK REACH, but 

would make the necessary operational changes allowing it to work outside the EU. The HSE which 

would act as the agency managing UK REACH has highlighted that companies should review their 

roles within both EU and UK REACH as there may be significant changes. For the UK market, there 

will be a phased approach designed to minimise disruption and ensure continuity.  

The latest guidance includes advice on safety data sheets, PPORD exemptions, and only 

representative provisions. Furthermore, an IT system, which will mirror EU REACH-IT for 

registrations, grandfathering and downstream user notifications, will be "operable" as from 29th 

March.  

More information: Geoffory.Tillieux@eupc.org  

The European Commission has published a review of the EU 

chemicals legislative framework, which addresses some 40 pieces 

of sectoral chemicals legislation, including specific rules on 

chemicals found in pesticides or cosmetics, or rules on the 

labelling, classification and packaging of chemicals. The report, 

which complements the 2018 review of the EU's REACH 

Regulation, confirms that the rules in place provide a high level of 

protection against harmful chemicals for our citizens and the environment and that 

they contribute to an efficient functioning of the Single Market. 

The EU has one of the most comprehensive legal frameworks in the world, which offers a global 

benchmark for chemical risk management. The EU has already significantly reduced our citizens' 

exposure to harmful chemicals by banning or restricting the use of certain substances and is 

continuously looking to limit the risk posed by harmful chemicals. EU chemicals legislation has 

also been instrumental in ensuring free circulation of substances, mixtures and articles through 

harmonisation of standards and requirements. The report also identifies certain areas for 

improvement in the implementation and application of the rules, including the need for the 

simplification and streamlining of hazard and risk assessment processes, providing better 

consumer information, and supporting the implementation of the legislation by the Member States. 

The results of the report will be further discussed on 27-28 June 2019 during a High-Level 

Conference on “EU Chemicals Policy 2030”. The full report can be found here. Also, the 

Commission and the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) are taking action to make sure that 

REACH registration dossiers are compliant with EU legal requirements. The new Action 

Plan envisages a significant increase in the number of compliance checks carried out on 

registration dossiers. Read more information online.  

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

Review EU Chemicals Legislative Framework 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-1362_en.htm
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-1362_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/index.cfm?fuseaction=list&n=10&adv=0&coteId=1&year=2019&number=264&dateFrom=&dateTo=&serviceId=&documentType=&title=&titleLanguage=&titleSearch=EXACT&sortBy=NUMBER&sortOrder=DESC&language=en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/chemicals-european-commission-and-echa-scrutinise-all-reach-registrations-2027-2019-jun-25_en


FOCUS 

   EU Strategic Agenda 2019-2024 

On the 20th of June, the European Commission published the 

new EU Strategic Agenda 2019-2024. Please click here to 

download the document that was adopted by the Heads of State 

and Government during the European Council meeting on the 20th 

of June.  

By providing political directions and priorities, this important 

document is “intended to guide the work of the Institutions in the next five years”. The economic 

dimension is very present with a second pillar on “Developing a strong and vibrant economic base” in 

which the Heads of State and Government are asking the EU to design “an industrial policy fit for the 

future” and to “urgently” implement “a more assertive, comprehensive and coordinated industrial 

policy”.  

The strong emphasis on industrial policy is a first achievement for EuPC and the other members of 

the Industry4Europe coalition, that has been active in the past month to lobby for a strong industrial 

policy in the European Union. The next step will be to make sure, that the upcoming European 

Commission will translate this Strategic Agenda 2019-2024 both into its future internal organization 

(definition and distribution of portfolios) and into its 5-year Work Programme. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

As form the 1st of July 2019, two EuPC member associations officially have a new Managing 

Director. Charlotte Röber follows Gerald Feigenbutz as the Managing Director of the European 

PVC Window Profile and related Building Products Association (EPPA). Bernard Merkx follows 

Karin Arz as the Managing Director of the European Single ply Waterproofing Association 

(ESWA). 

EuPC would like to thank Gerald Feigenbutz and Karin Arz for their great work and excellent 

collaboration during the past years. Karin remains the Managing Director of IVK Europe, while 

Gerald will concentrate his work on the two German Associations that he will continue to manage: 

RAL-Gütegemeinschaft Kunststoff-Fensterprofilsysteme e.V., and Qualitätsverband Kunststoff-

erzeugnisse e.V.. 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Röber              Bernard Merkx 

More information: Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org  

New Managing Directors for EPPA and ESWA 

Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC Packaging Division ExCom 
25 September 2019 

Cambrils, Spain 

EuPC B&C Division ExCom 
25 September 2019 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee 
26 September 2019 

Conference Call 

EuPC Members Executives Forum 
23 October 2019 

Düsseldorf - K Fair 

EuPC Steering Committee 
14 November 2019 

Location tbc 

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/39914/a-new-strategic-agenda-2019-2024.pdf?utm_source=dsms-auto&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=A+new+strategic+agenda+2019-2024
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics

