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Kick-off WG1- sustainability
On 14 July 2014, the working group had its first meeting led by Claudia Topalli (TEPPFA). It aims at developing a coherent and 
long term plastics converters strategy in this field. Many regulatory initiatives have been taken by the Commission lately: a circular 
economy package, a communication on resource efficiency opportunities in the building sector, likely new mandates under the 
Construction Product Regulation Basic Work Requirement 7 (upcoming Commission Roadmap)  and the Product Environmental 
Footprint Project.  The meeting participants agreed that we should foresee more regulatory requirements within the horizon 2017. 
Those developments need to be closely followed up so as to make sure our industry may capitalize on past investment in this field. 
Which will be the key sustainability indicators for the construction sector? Which will be mandatory? Where can plastics differentiate? 
All those questions will be answered in the strategy prepared by the WG. All candidates willing to support the work are welcome.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org

EuPC Building & Construction Forum in June
The Building and Construction Forum, as part of the EuPC annual event, regrouped 
plastics converting companies and associations in order to discuss the important 
challenges ahead for the construction sector. Measuring sustainability of construction 
products, Sustainability core to product design and Innovation in plastics for buildings 
& conclusions were the main issues debated at the forum. Vicente Leoz Argüelles 
apprised participants of regulatory framework in construction sector. The insight on main 
challenges for the construction product industry by Christophe Sykes, Director General 
at Construction Products Europe AISBL was followed by Riccardo Viaggi, Secretary 
General at European Builders Confederation with his overview of current market 
development and expectations from small and medium-sized construction enterprises. 
Moreover Michael MacBrien, Director General at European Property Federation 
addressed the view of building owners and investors. This event showed how the 
network with partner associations and customers has been strengthened in line with the 
vision of the division “make plastics the material of choice in building & construction”.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org

Kick-off WG5-Fire 
On 11 June 2014, the working group had its first telephone conference led by Henk Meerman (Dyka/TEPPFA). Two main topics 
were discussed: providing plastics converters input in a project initiated  by Plastics Europe/ECVM aiming at developing a “Guide 
to fire characteristics and fire performance of PVC materials used in building applications as a new work item under ISO TC 61 SC4 
“Plastics - Burning behaviour”. After this specific paper more initiatives could be developed for other materials.  It was also decided 
to define a guidance paper on smoke toxicity and acidity in case of fire. Interested to contribute to these topics. Join the fire WG.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org

Placard project
In January 2014, four consortium partners, Università del Salento, Serichim, Kommi 
and EuPC started the Placard project. The project, financed by Eco-innovation 
initiative, is expected to last 32 months. The Eco-innovation initiative is part of the 
EU’s Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP), set up to support innovation 
among SMEs and to improve their competitiveness. The project focuses on the 
production and application of a new environmental friendly plasticiser for soft PVC. 
The innovative bio-based plasticizer should be obtained by chemical modification 
of cardanol. Cardanol is an industrial grade yellow oil obtained by vacuum distillation of cashew nut shell liquid. Substituting the 
traditional plasticizers with a bio based one should cause reduction of greenhouse emissions and use of natural resources. In line with 
new European Circular Economy objectives, the plasticizer should help the mechanical recycling of soft PVC products. Whilst many 
options are still opened, the project shall particularly evaluate the usability of this plasticizer in the building and construction sector.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org



16-09-2014 EuPC Packaging Excom
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For questions please contact Ruth Colado - ruth.colado@eupc.org

ADCA: progress of the plastics users consortium
On 26 March 2014, the ADCA Plastics Users Consortium had its kick off meeting. It is gathering users from our industry in 
more than 40 locations. The Project aims at assessing the exposure to ADCA in plastics converting, analyses alternatives 
and socio-econmic impacts of a potential ADCA authorization. So far, the measurement campaign has given positive 
results. A final report shall be compiled in September. More users are welcome to join the consortium to further increase the 
representativeness of the analysis. More specifically more results from the foamed polyolefins uses would be much appreciated.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org

VinylPlus, results and publications
VinylPlus, the sustainable development 
programme of the European PVC industry with 
EuPC as a founding member, presented its 
Progress Report 2014 at the Vinyl Sustainability 
Forum in Rome. A record, 444,468 tonnes of 
recycled PVC was registered last year– keeping 
the industry on track to meet the challenge 
of recycling 800,000 tonnes per year by 
2020. The breakdown by sector is as follows: 
Windows & profiles – 44.23%, cables 23.70%, 
mixed flexible PVC applications 18.30%, 
pipes 9.39% and Rigid PVC films 4.37%. This 
encouraging result was achieved thanks to 
active involvement and contribution of EuPC 
sectorial associations, namely EATS, EPFLoor, 
EPPA, ERPA, ESWA, and TEPPFA. Amongst 
the highlights of the annual event in Rome, 

there was the much awaited launch of two new publications, Closing the loop with PVC and PVC Recycling technologies  
dealing with VinylPlus challenges. The next Vinyl Sustainability Forum will be held in France on the 29-30 April, 2015.
More info: Nikola.Svobodova@eupc.org

DG Environment visits deceuninck recycling site
In the beginning of June 2014 members of the European Commission’s DG 
Environment followed The European PVC Window Profile and Related Building 
Products Association (EPPA) invitation to visit the new recycling site of Deceuninck 
in Diksmuide, BE. The Policy makers took half a day to learn more about how the 
mechanical recycling of PVC window profiles works in practice. After the visit the 
DG members sat together with members of the industry, EuPC and EPPA. Ideas have 
been exchanged on how to improve the recycling process and how to make it more 
attractive within Europe. The members of DG Environment showed a high interest in the 
PVC-U recycling activities and the issues that were brought forward by the attendees. 
More info: Charlotte.Roeber@eppa-profiles.com

Good news for the Construction Industry – the process of convergence PEF - 
EN15804 has started!
The first meeting of the informal working group “Environmental Footprint Construction Products” is due to take place on 
July 30th, 2014 when representatives from different EC services (namely DG Environment, DG Enterprise, and JRC), CEN 
representatives, CPE as well as representatives from the PEF pilots on construction products will meet in DG Environment premises.
 The objective of this working group would be to prepare the revision of the EN15804 (due for revision in 2017) and PEF Guide (due for 
revision in 2017) in order to reconcile the current differences. This work should be mainly based on the information gathered through 
the 5 EF pilots we currently have on construction products (pipes, thermal insulation, metal sheets, paints, and photovoltaic panels).
The EC Communication “Building the Single Market for Green Products” (April 2014) proposed two methods to measure environmental 
performance throughout the lifecycle, the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF) and the Organization Environmental Footprint (OEF);
For more information on PEF –Product Environment Footprint http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/smgp/product_footprint.htm 
More info: Claudia.topalli@teppfa.eu 


