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   EU Plastics Strategy Update  

Since the launch of its Communication, the European Commission 

keeps on proceeding with different measures foreseen in the 

annexes. In particular, the Commission is open to receive pledges 

from economic operators, until the 30th June 2018, to reach the 

goal of 10 million tonnes of recycled plastics use by 2025..  

At the same time, the Environment Committee of the European 

Parliament has started to prepare its own position on the plastics 

strategy. MEP Mark Desmaeker have been nominated Rapporteur for this file, together with other 

MEPs as Shadow Rapporteurs that are also involved in the waste legislation revision (Karl-Heinz 

Florenz, Simona Bonafe', Anneli  Jäätteenmäki,  Marco Affronte,  Estefanía Torres Martínez, 

Piernicola Pedicini and Sylvie Goddyn).  

The latest draft position of the Rapporteur acknowledges the voluntarily commitments of the industry 

with a need to ensure full implementation of the waste acquis and supports the call to make all 

packaging reusable or recyclable by 2030. However, in his opinion, also non-packaging plastic items 

should be subject to specific product standards to ensure circularity. Furthermore, the Rapporteur, 

echoing the EU budget Commissioner, considers that Member States should adopt a modulated VAT 

for products containing recycled plastics.  

This draft report is open for amendments until May by other MEPs before reaching its final stage in 

the plenary session of the European Parliament later this year.  

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 
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   PlasFuelSys 15th Anniversary - Networking event in Brussels (9th October 2018) 

PlasFuelSys, the representative organization of plastic 

fuel systems providers for the automotive sector in 

Europe, is pleased to announce that on the 9th of 

October the organization will celebrate its 15th 

anniversary with a networking event in Brussels. 

Since being set up in 2003, PlasFuelSys has been active in several working groups at European 

level where the main goal was to provide technical advice and support the adoption of new policies 

in the transition to new regulatory schemes and industrial developments. 

The event will be the occasion to strengthen the cooperation with other stakeholders in the 

automotive value chain and more broadly, this will be another step for PlasFuelSys in a series of 

initiatives aimed at addressing the implications of the Plastic Strategy for its sector. 

More information: Maria.Estela.Izquierdo@eupc.org 
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On the 22nd March 2018, Michael Kundel and Alexandre Dangis 

participated in a round table on fiscal instruments organised by EU 

Commissioner for Budget & Human Resources, Günther Oettinger. The 

meeting was attended by many NGOs and the purpose was to check with 

all stakeholders what such an EU plastic production tax would entail. It 

became obvious during the meeting that the tax on plastics would not be 

used to strengthen the European plastics industry in its efforts towards 

being more circular and to assist in reaching the objectives of the EU plastics Strategy. The main 

purpose of such a EU wide plastics tax on all virgin polymers produced in Europe would be to help 

bridging the deficit of the EU budget after the Brexit. 

All the NGOs advocated in favour of such a tax, but Industry bodies such as EuPC, PlasticsEurope, 

BusinessEurope and Europen clearly were against such an initiative. The final decision will be 

taken by the College of EU Commissioners end of April 2018.  

More information: Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org  

   A looming EU wide plastics production tax  

A European Strategy for Plastics in the circular economy - Pledging campaign 

FOCUS 

 The overall goal of the initiative for pledges is to have 10 million tonnes 

of recycled plastics used in new products on the EU market by 2025. The 

campaign targets four sectors which represent the main markets of the 

plastics converting industry: packaging, building and construction, 

automotive and electronic/domestic appliances.  

The actors who can submit a pledge are defined as "EU economic 

operator using plastic polymers to convert/manufacture products, articles or parts". But also the 

campaign allows that other "public or private actors can indicate their pledges for procuring for 

plastic products/articles/parts in their business". In the case of the automotive sector the pledge can 

be sent by, for example, a manufacturer of cars or a manufacturer of fuel tanks/bumpers/seats but 

also by a company of public transport procuring for buses, taxis, etc.  

Following the information received at the workshops, “the pledges received will be the basis for an 

assessment by the Commission, including of possible next steps, including regulatory action, to 

promote the uptake of recycled plastics in the EU.” 

The deadline to send the pledges is the 30th of June 2018 and the Commission will present the 

assessment of the campaign by the 31st of October 2018. More details on the pledge campaigns 

are available here.  

More info: Maria.estela.Izquierdo@eupc.org 

   EuPC / Unionplast Annual Meeting 2018  

EuPC and Unionplast are jointly organising the 2018 EuPC Annual 

Meeting on the 24th and 25th May in Milan, Italy. Major representatives of 

the entire value chain will come together to discuss the most developments 

in European plastics industry, most of all the implications of the EU 

Strategy for Plastics in a Circular Economy, under the title "A Circular 

Future with Plastics". 

Confirmed speakers include Elżbieta Bieńkowska, the European 

Commissioner for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, 

Michael Kundel, CEO of Renolit and President of EuPC, Renato Zelcher, CEO of Crocco, Eric 

Bischof, VP Corporate Sustainability at Covestro, Javier Constante, EMEA Commercial Vice 

President for the Packaging and Specialty Plastics Business at Dow, Luca Iazzolino, CEO of 

Plastotecnica and President of Unionplast, as well as Giorgio Quagliuolo, CEO of Sicon Srl and 

President of Corepla. 

During the two-day event, EuPC is as well organising a workshop of its 3D Printing Platform to 

showcase the potential of 3DP for plastics converters. During the workshop, companies will present 

concrete and working examples of their use of 3D Printing in the plastics converting industry. More 

information and registration details are available on the event website: circularfuturewithplastics.eu.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  
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Based on the findings and backed up by the success of the first survey, 

EuPC launched its second survey on the use of recycled plastics 

materials (rPM) in the European plastics converting industry on the 

22nd January this year. Little more than one month remains to 

participate in the survey before the results will be published on the 

EuPC Annual Meeting on the 24th and 25th May in Milan.  

The survey is accessible on the Polymer Comply Europe website in seven languages: English, 

German, French, Italian, Spanish, Polish and Turkish. 

The EU Plastics Strategy makes it imperative to gain more knowledge about the use of rPM in the 

European plastics converting industry to support the transition towards a more circular economy. 

The 2nd edition of the rPM survey will enable EuPC to further identify and specify the quality and 

supply issues the industry is facing, help to find appropriate solutions for the future, and 

demonstrate the commitment of the plastics converting industry to a more sustainable plastics 

economy. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

   PARTICIPATE NOW! 2nd Survey on the use of recycled plastics materials 
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   EuPC Senior Executives Forum  

 

 

 

 

 

The 14th March, EuPC gathered the members of its Senior Executives Forum in the 2018 SEF 

Meeting to highlight the most important projects EuPC is working on. It was attended by about 40 

companies and association representatives. The list of supporting companies for the EuPC projects 

is growing every year. Visit the EuPC website to view all supporting companies. 

As speakers, two representatives of DG Grow from the European Commission, Eric Liégois and 

Timoteo de la Fuente, were present to provide details on the EU Plastics Strategy and its further 

implementation. The EU Commission congratulated EuPC for its excellent work in finalising the 

industry voluntary commitments based on polymer product approaches towards more circularity for 

the plastics industry.  

More information: Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org. 

   EuPC at the Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference  

EuPC Managing Director Alexandre Dangis 

participated as a speaker in the Circular Economy 

Stakeholder Conference of the European 

Commission. The conference took place on the 20th 

and 21st February in Brussels and was attended by 

750 participants. Alexandre was invited to speak on 

behalf of the European plastics converting industry in 

the panel debate titled “What's Next After the EU 

Strategy for Plastics?”. 

During the debate, Alexandre welcomed the plastics strategy as the right start to develop a more 

circular plastics economy. Voluntary actions by the industry are the best way forward and can 

initiate real change if they are supported by the authorities. The most important next step after the 

plastics strategy is to open up new markets for recycled plastics materials (rPM). Pledges can help 

to achieve this, as well as public procurement.  

The video featuring Alexandre’s speeches is available on the EuPC website. More information 

about the event can be found here.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 
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Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC Food Contact Conference 19-20 April 2018 

Brussels 

EuMBC Conference 17 May 2018 

Brussels  

EuPC Annual Meeting 24-25 May 2018 

Milan, Italy 

EuPC Packaging Conference 25 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Packaging Division ExCom 26 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee 27 September 2018 

Brussels 

PlasFuelSys Networking Event 9 October 2018 

Brussels 

Members Executive Forum 24 October 2018  

Tbd 

Packaging Division Executive Committee 14 November 2018 

Tbd 

EuPC Steering Committee  15 November 2018 

Tbd 

FOLLOW US! 
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