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   EU Project Polynspire 

POLYNSPIRE was officially launched on September 25-26 in 

Brussels. With a total budget of almost 10 million Euros, 22 

organizations will work for 4 years in the demonstration of a set of 

innovative, cost-effective and sustainable solutions, aiming at 

improving the energy and resource efficiency of post-consumer and 

post-industrial plastic recycling processes, targeting 100% waste 

streams containing at least 80% of plastic materials. 

The project will develop business models to promote the POLYNSPIRE innovation technologies 

focused on the plastic value chain for polyurethane, polyamides and bio-based polymers. 

The kick-off meeting attracted more than 35 participants and was supported by representatives from 

DG Research and SPIRE. The next meeting will be hosted by the project coordinator, CIRCE (Spain) 

in the first half of 2019. 

Partners: chemical companies (REPSOL QUIMICA, ARKEMA, NOVAMONT, NUREL and KOR), 

plastic compounders (BADA) and converters (MAIER), waste managers (IDS), technology 

developers (CIRCE - coordinator, NIC, ION, AITIIP, TUe, CSM), equipment and steel manufacturers 

(FM, CPPE, HTT, FENO), exploitation (VTG), standardisation (DS) and dissemination (EUPC and 

IKMIB). 

More information: Maria.Estela.Izquierdo@eupc.org  
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   Plastics Strategy Update 

The European Parliament has voted, earlier on September 

14th, its Resolution on the Communication for a Plastics 

Strategy.  

The document, as well as the Plastics Strategy, is not per 

se binding but it contains the vision of MEPs on this matter. 

It adds some clarifications but it follows the same line of 

the Commission, notably in the following aspects:  

full implementation of the waste legislation; revision of the Packaging Directive essential 

requirements; a product-specific approach, behind packaging; a broader scope of the ecodesign 

legislation; quality standards for secondary plastics, taking into consideration different grades and 

applications; ban on intentionally added microplastics (microbeads) via REACH; minimum 

requirements for other micro-plastics at source, in particular for textiles, tyres, paints and cigarette 

butts; support to the SUP proposal. 

After this step, the Commission keeps on working on the different actions, in particular DG 

Environment is carrying out a study to support the implementation of reporting obligations resulting 

from the new waste Legislation adopted in 2018 (Eunomia has been commissioned for this Study) 

and starting to work on the Essential Requirements for packaging. 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 
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   EuPC Furniture Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first edition of the Circular Polymers in Furniture conference will be organised by European 

Plastics Converters (EuPC), in cooperation with Plastics Recyclers Europe, Europur, Vinyl Films 

and Sheets Europe, Waste Free Oceans, Petcore Europe and VinylPlus®, on 26 November 2018, 

in Brussels.  

The discussion will focus on the use of recycled plastics in the indoor and outdoor furniture market 

and offer exclusive insights on the industry's way towards a more sustainable future. The one-day 

event features topics such as the EU plastics strategy and the circularity of plastic products, the 

potential of recycled polymers in furniture, green public procurement, eco label and certification.  

Several case studies will be analysed and representatives from the entire plastics value chain will 

share their vision for the transition to a more circular economy. Save the date to learn more about 

the future of polymers in furniture in the circular economy.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

Waste Free Oceans has been very active in the past months. 

The organisation started a three-year repetitive programme of 

identified hotspot clean-ups and remediation projects in the 

Danube river basin, starting from Bulgaria and working 

towards the Black Sea, and in the Mediterranean.  

Another operation targets the prevention and the clean-up of 

the plastic pollution in the Atlantic Ocean and, more 

specifically, aims to remove the waste in the waters off the 

coast of the Azores. The pilot project is planned to start in October, and after evaluation decisions 

will be made for the next period.  

WFO is currently also expanding to a new area. The organisation aims to build a recycling plant in 

the EU, one in the Dominican Republic and one in Jordan, where plastic collected from the ocean 

and rivers, mixed with plastic collected from land through waste pickers, will be processed in a local 

plant, then converted into panels. The panels will be used to build affordable houses for the local 

communities who have lost their homes in natural disasters, as well as in the furniture business. 

More information: Letitia.Florea@eupc.org  

   Waste Free Oceans Update 

FOCUS 

On the 11th December 2018, eight associations from the European 

plastics industry will present their commitments for a more 

sustainable plastics economy. The European plastics industry is 

organising the first EU Plastics Industry Day on the 11th December 

2018 in Brussels. The event is organised to introduce the industry’s 

voluntary commitments to legislators as well as media and report 

publicly on their targets to create a more sustainable and circular 

plastics industry.  

Representatives from the entire value chain will present concrete and binding targets, that the 

united industry has committed to achieve and is ready to be held accountable for. The event will 

accessible to selected stakeholders upon invitation only. 

For more information regarding the voluntary commitments of the plastics industry, please 

visit www.circularplastics.org and www.plasticseurope.org. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

   EU Plastics Industry Day 11/12/2018 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://www.circularplastics.org
http://www.plasticseurope.org


EuPC - CECIMO 3D printing collaboration 

The Industry4Europe initiative, which EuPC is a part of, agreed to start 

two important new projects. Firstly, the initiative will launch an 

Industry4Europe website (www.industry4europe.eu) to gain more 

attention and enhance its visibility towards legislators and media. 

Secondly, the initiative drafted a one-page Manifesto that will be 

circulated in all Member States in view of the next EP elections with the 

objective to convince the future MEPs to make a pledge so as to put industry at the top of the 

political agenda of the EU during the next institutional cycle (2019-2024). 

This Manifesto was translated into 22 languages and shall be co-signed by both the European 

associations and their national associations. All EuPC members have received an email with the 

questions if they want to support the Manifesto and have until the 4th October to confirm their 

support.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

ECHA shortlist for safer alternatives 

During the summer break, EuPC met with CECIMO, the European Association of 

the Machine Tool Industries. The meeting was organised due to the overlapping 

activities of both associations in the field of 3D printing or additive manufacturing. 

EuPC is bringing together companies from the 3D printing industry and plastics 

converters to promote collaborations and support the use of 3D printing in the 

plastics converting industry.  

The first meeting was very successful and both associations are now looking for common interests 

to start working together on joint projects in the future. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

ECHA is planning to publish a new, "easy-to-digest" 

shortlist of safer alternatives to hazardous 

substances compiled from REACH authorisation 

applications. 

In January, the agency published its substitution strategy, aiming at further share and improved 

access to information due to growing calls from NGOs and EU member states for more information 

on alternatives to be made public to encourage substitution of SVHCs. 

Therefore, ECHA is going to publish the new document in the coming months which will allow an 

easier search of alternatives. Recently, ECHA revamped its webpages on substitution, adding 

several new pages and features. They include news with substitution-related events, a list of funding 

and technical support programmes and links to substitution networks. 

Furthermore, 4 EU countries, France, Germany, Italy and Norway recently asked ECHA to reveal 

more information on substitution possibilities in authorisation applications. All four countries said 

they were planning to roll out industry workshops on substitution from next year.  

More information: Mohammad.Hayatifar@eupc.org 

 

Industry4Europe Manifesto 

Despite increasing amounts of nanomaterials in products on the EU 

market, not enough is known about their hazards to adequately assess 

and control their risks and there are still uncertainties on the applicability 

of test methods currently used to assess their properties.  

To bridge this knowledge gap, the REACH annexes that specify what 

information is required from companies placing chemicals on the market 

have been revised, legally obliging industry to also provide data for 

substances in nanoform. If adopted, the new changes will enter into 

force in January 2020. This might seem far away but this transitional 

period is needed for companies to not only assess if the changes apply to their substance, but also 

to conduct any necessary testing and further assessment. 

More information: Mohammad.Hayatifar@eupc.org 

New REACH information requirements for nanos  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://www.industry4europe.eu


FOLLOW US! 

 

© EuPC - European Plastics Converters - Av. Cortenbergh 71 - 1000 Brussels - Belgium 

Tel. +32(0)2-732.41.24 - Fax +32(0)2-732.42.18 - www.plasticsconverters.eu  

EuPC Calendar Q4 2018 

The EuPC calendar for the last quarter of 2018 is well filled, with a conference 

on circular polymers in furniture coming up on the 26th November and the EU 

Plastics Industry Day on the 11th December.  

In addition to these events, the regular EuPC meetings are coming up toward 

the end of the year. The EuPC Members Executive Forum meets on the 24th 

October in Dubrovnik, and the EuPC Steering Committee on the 15th 

November in Italy. In addition, the Packaging Division ExCom will meet on the 14th November, and 

the Building & Construction ExCom on the 13th November.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC Automotive & Transport Division ExCom 
11 October 2018 (tbc) 

Portugal 

Members Executive Forum 
24 October 2018  

Dubrovnik, Croatia 

EuPC Building & Construction Division ExCom 
13 November 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Packaging Division ExCom 
14 November 2018 

Vincenza, Italy 

EuPC Steering Committee  
15 November 2018 

Cornedo Vicentino, Italy 

EuPC Furniture Conference 
26 November 2018 

Brussels 

EU Plastics Industry Day 
11 December 2018 

Brussels 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://foam-expo.eu/visit/welcome-to-foam-expo-europe/?actioncode=NTWO000233BFY
https://unb.ecomondo.com/ticket-1/

