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The European Commission had planned to publish a report on the 

implementation of EU rules on waste from electronic and electrical 

equipment (WEEE) for the period 2010-2012 within the first quarter of 

2016, however, its publication has been delayed and, instead, should be 

ready in the next coming weeks. Although the document will report on the implementation of 

the WEEE Directive I (2002/96/EC) which has been subsequently repealed by WEEE 

Directive II (2012/19/EU), it will be useful in order to know the quantities and categories of 

electrical and electronic equipment which have been put on the market and collected, 

reused, recycled and recovered within Member States as well as quantities of collected 

waste exported outside the European Union, either by weight or by numbers for the 

mentioned period. 

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

 Delayed report on implementation of WEEE Directive I 

EuPC Annual Meeting 

Main Conference -
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On April 19th, the European Commission unveiled its strategy to support 

the digitalisation of industry in order to help Europe adopt cutting edge 

technologies for the arrival of a new industrial era. The strategy aims to 

mobilize around €50 billion by 2021 to help manufacturers catch up in the 

global race for the fourth industrial revolution.  

A European Parliament study estimates that €40 billion in investments will be needed every 

year in Germany alone to digitalise the industry. In Europe, the figure could even reach as 

much as €140 billion, however, certain estimates suggest it could create an additional €110 

billion per year over the next five years. In order to support this transition, the EU will rely 

primarily on public-private partnerships, focusing on the automotive industry, health and 

energy. 

More info: Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org 

  European Commission €50 billion strategy to digitalize the EU 
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Last February, the European Commission launched a public consultation 

regarding the possibility of granting the Market Economy Status (MES) to 

China. This status, if granted, could negatively impact the use of anti-

dumping and anti-subsidy measures currently in use by European 

companies faced by unfair competition of Chinese counterparts. For this reason, on April 

11th, EuPC met with the two Cabinets of Commissioners who are involved in the issue – 

namely the Commissioner for Trade, Cecilia Malmström, and the Commissioner for the 

Internal Market, Elżbieta Bieńkowska – in order to explain the point of view of the European 

Converters and the foreseeable disadvantage the industry could suffer from if these 

measures were to eventually provide less protection against unfair Chinese prices.  

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

  Visit with Cabinets Malmström and Bieńkowska on China Market Economy Status 

 

The last phase of REACH registration aiming at the registration of 

substances below 100 ton is approaching. Even though the deadline is on 

May 31st 2018, there is not much time left for companies to start preparing 

their dossiers. Various aspects should be taken into consideration such 

as lab availabilities. In order to ensure a continuous supply of raw materials after the 

deadline, it is advised to already verify with a supplier whether they intend to register the 

substance. During the registration, ECHA will check the One Substance One Registration 

principle. 

Authorisation is another process where evolution can be seen. As stated by Klaus Berend 

during EuPC’s latest REACH workshop: “The authorisation process has proven to improve 

safety and encourage substitution. On the other hand, the Commission works on improving 

predictability, clarifying requirement and reducing burdens by simplifying in specific cases 

such as low volume and legacy spare parts, and making application dossier and fees fit for 

purpose.” 

In addition, the Commission decided to use the so-called fast track restriction procedure, 

described in art.68(2) of REACH, as a test case on textile and clothing articles. The intention 

is to use this procedure to target specific categories of articles containing CMRs 1A and 1B 

substances. Since the procedure does not include regular restriction steps such as the 

preparation of an Annex XV dossier, public consultations, RAC and SEAC opinions together 

with FORUM consultations, the restriction decision could be rapid. Next in the scope could 

be construction products.  

Ongoing evolutions are closely monitored in the EuPC Raw Materials Committee which 

works to anticipate, screen, evaluate and act on potential issues. For more specific and 

technical projects, Polymer Comply Europe, EuPC’s service company, provides additional 

support.  

More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org 

  Evolution of REACH processes 

 

The rating tool for the Best Polymer Producers Awards is still open for 

one more month. This online Europe-wide customer satisfaction survey 

has been initiated by the Polymers for Europe Alliance in order to award 

the best polymer suppliers for Europe. All users of polymers in Europe 

are eligible to get access to the voting tool free of charge and in strict confidence and can 

rate their suppliers’ performances in 2015 up to May 2016. The tool is easy to understand, 

extremely user-friendly and provided in several languages in order to reach out to as many 

polymer users in Europe as possible. The objective is to re-establish a good communication 

between users of polymers and their suppliers. 

Link to free registration for the Polymers for Europe Alliance  

Link to the Awards 

More info: Eva.Schneider@pceu.eu 

  Last chance to vote for your best suppliers - Polymer Alliance Awards  
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EuMBC, the European Masterbatchers and Compounders association, 

will organise its next General Assembly (GA) on 26 May in Frankfurt. The 

General Assembly will start with a closed session for members during 

which presentations will be made, including that of the new EuMBC 

Substance Monitoring Expert Group. After a networking lunch, the GA will continue with an 

open session for members and invited external companies. The agenda includes, among 

other topics, presentations on the conformity of masterbatches for food contact applications 

in plastics, an update on the Food Contact Regulatory Expert Panel activities and market 

data and trends for masterbatchers and compounders. 

More info: Eva.Schneider@eupc.org 

  EuMBC General Assembly 

 

MedPharmPlast Europe will hold its annual conference on 29 June 2016 

at the Hilton Hotel in Strasbourg. The event will focus on the Medical 

Device Regulation (MDR) and its implementation, and give an insight into 

the consequences for the plastics medical devices and pharmaceutical 

packaging industry. The session will start with a state of the art presentation on the MDR, 

followed by presentations given by industry representatives outlining the implications for the 

value chain as well as the changes in relationship between suppliers and 

converters\manufacturers. The second part of the conference will cover, among other topics, 

3D printing in the medical landscape, market data and future trends presented by Frost & 

Sullivan, as well as a presentation given by Toxikon outlining the changes in testing 

requirements related to the revision of the USP <661> and comparison to European 

Pharmacopoeia.  

Participants who register by 15 May will benefit from a discounted conference fee at €350.  

Link to the invitation 

More info:  Eva.Schneider@medpharmplasteurope.org  

  MedPharmPlast Europe Conference 2016 

 

On April 20th 2016, the REACH committee voted in favor of authorizing 

the use of soft PVC recyclate containing DEHP to the three applicant 

companies: Vinyloop SPA, Stena recycling AB and Plastic Planet srl.  

EuPC welcomes the decision of the Commission – a decision made in full 

compliance with REACH regulations and based on the recommendations made by the 

European Chemicals Agency and its scientific committees. Although applications for 

authorizations are laborious, this shows their results can be positive. 

Nonetheless, there is still work to be done as it will be up to the applicant companies to 

properly inform their customers in order to ensure a smooth implementation of this 

authorization and the conditions that it ensues. Plastics Recylers Europe and VinylPlus will 

provide their support and their expertise on this. 

Furthermore, what should be taken from this experience is the fact that a precise and 

thorough monitoring, evaluation and management of risks should all be considered within the 

entire supply chain when managing plastics containing legacy additives. 

More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org 

  REACH Committee approves the use of soft PVC recyclate containing DEHP 

 

EuPC has called for action regarding the French notification 2016/95/F 

restricting the use of disposable plastics cups, glassware and plates 

within the territory of France, irrespective of where they are produced. For 

this reason, a strategy meeting attended by countries and companies 

affected by the restrictions took place in Madrid on April 12th. The agreed strategy is to 

present the issue to the European Commission and highlight the difficulty in respecting the 

provisions in practice due to home-composting recycling ambitions which are not legally clear 

or standardized. A follow-up conference call for interested NPAs and companies is foreseen 

on April 26th. 

More info: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

 French law on disposables and bags 
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Last March, EuPC held its very first REACH workshop which brought 

together participants representing all levels of the supply chain and 

included lively debates, wide-ranging presentations and a networking 

event. As EuPC has been actively involved in the development of 

REACH, one of the goals of the workshop was to focus on key learnings from past 

challenges brought on by REACH. The two-day event was also an opportunity to keep SMEs 

in the plastics value chain up to date regarding the latest developments regarding REACH, 

including practical tools and solutions developed by EuPC to facilitate the fulfilment of 

REACH obligations.  

Various aspects of REACH registrations were covered by industry experts. Representatives 

from DG Growth as well as DG Environment were able to present the European 

Commission’s vision for integrating recycling within the circular economy and how to 

implement REACH in a streamlined way. The implementation of REACH has thus far 

covered the registrations of big and medium volumes chemicals, the first authorisations and 

restrictions, but there are new challenges ahead that will need to be faced. Following the 

success of this first REACH Workshop, EuPC will be holding a follow-up event in the fourth 

quarter of 2016, organized by PCE. 

More info: Nikola.Svobodova@eupc.org 

  Successful and Dynamic EuPC REACH Workshop 

Urban Boije of European Commission DG Environment presents at EuPC REACH 
Workshop: The Plastics Industry State of Play with practical examples 

Participants of the EuPC REACH Workshop helped create                         
dynamic and useful discussions 
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The programme of EuPC’s Annual Meeting Main Conference has been 

finalized and includes presentations by delegates from the entire plastics 

value chain and of EU Institutions who will tackle and debate the topic: 

Innovation meets the circular economy. The conference will look at the 

influence of the circular economy on the industry’s strive for innovation as well as the role of 

the plastics industry in closing the loops.  

The event will welcome Mr. Gwenole Cozigou, Director at DG Growth, who will discuss the 

Circular Economy Package and represent the European Commission’s point of view on the 

issue. Other speakers representing the industry will come from Veolia, Vynova, CEA-LITEN, 

Allizé-Plasturgie and the Fédération de la Plasturgie et des Composites. 

In addition to this, the Main Conference will also hold a short ceremony announcing the 

winners of the Polymers for Europe Awards.  

Link for more information and to register 

More info: Marguerite.Korenblit@eupc.org 

  EuPC Annual Meeting Main Conference - Finalized Programme 

 

Waste Free Oceans (WFO), which was founded by EuPC in 2011, has 

recently partnered with its Champion, French MEP Alain Cadec, and a 

French waste management facility to hold a live demonstration 

representing circular economy at local level. An event will take place on 

July 8th in the region of Côtes-d’Armor situated in Brittany (France), near the hometown of 

the MEP.  

During the event, fishing vessels equipped with a WFO trawl will be used to show how 

floating marine litter can be collected along ports and coasts. The collected waste will then 

be transported to Kerval Centre Amor, where the waste will be sorted and recovered. Local 

communities, politicians and key players of the plastics industry as well as international press 

will be participating and will get a chance to be aboard one of the fishing vessels during the 

demonstration and will be given a tour of the waste management facility.  

This event aims to not only raise awareness on the issue of marine litter, but also emphasize 

the value of waste to promote proper sorting and recycling schemes. 

More info: Marguerite.Korenblit@wastefreeoceans.eu 

  Live demonstration of circular economy at local level 
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Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC General Assembly 2 & 3 June 2016 

Lyon, France 

EuPC Packaging Conference 20 September 2016 

Brussels 

EuPC Packaging, Building & Construction EXCOM 21 September 2016 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee Meeting 22 September 2016 

Brussels 

EuPC MEF & NPA Meeting 20 October 2016 

Düsseldorf, Germany 

EuPC Packaging, B&C EXCOM 17 November 2016 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee Meeting 18 November 2016 

Brussels 
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