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Top stories in this newsletter 

Polymers for Europe Alliance – EuPC launches new service  

During its General Assembly in May 2015, EuPC decided to initiate the 

Polymers for Europe Alliance. This forum is free of charge and open to 

all users of polymers in Europe or their respective national and 

European trade associations. Its objective is to support polymer users in 

Europe with factual public information on the status of the polymer 

supply situation in Europe. Through its network of national plastics associations EuPC can 

assist companies in for example requesting suspension of certain EU import duties to relieve 

the current shortages on polymer markets. 

As an online information platform, the Polymers for Europe Alliance gives users access to a 

wide range of documents regarding (1) the current polymer market situation and production 

capacity, (2) EU import duties suspensions / quotas proceedings, (3) force majeure analysis 

and (4) legal guidance on joint purchasing agreements. Furthermore, the alliance will initiate 

a study on the aging of polymer sites in Europe, together with industry and independent 

experts, in order to provide more transparency on the future development of the polymer 

production sites in Europe. Additionally, EuPC provides legal assistance to companies that 

seek legal action against their polymer suppliers due to erroneous force majeure 

declarations. Last but not least, users of the platform will have the possibility to rate their 

suppliers based on which the Best European Polymer Producer Award will be awarded. This 

service will be available in October 2015. 

To register: www.polymercomplyeurope.eu/what-we-offer/polymers-europe-alliance  

More information: Eva.Schneider@eupc.org  
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Classification of Post-Consumer Waste: An Update 

In the context of the implementation of the new Global Harmonized 

classification System for  products (GHS), the annex III of the waste 

framework directive 2008/98/EC was updated by regulation 

EU/1357/2014 (in force 1 June 2015). Its strict interpretation may lead to 

major post-consumer plastics waste stream to be considered as 

hazardous. This classification had not been implemented before under the assumption that 

those additives bound in the plastics matrix would not be bioavailable. To avoid ambiguity, 

the European Commission DG GROW initiated a survey undertaken by the consultant 

BiPRO on the possibility to grant derogations from classifications for specific types of plastics 

and rubber waste. It is indeed desirable to have one harmonized interpretation of the EU 

criteria enabling the functioning of the internal market for recycling. 

The investigation identified post-consumer PVC waste streams containing legacy additives 

such as lead and DEHP as candidates for derogation. 
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In parallel, PVC converters and recyclers in EuPC and EuPR contributed to a study under the 

umbrella of VinylPlus entrusted to the consultant FABES, measuring and modelling the 

migration from PVC matrixes. The results of the study, which was communicated to BiPRO as 

input for their study, showed that migration of legacy additives from PVC matrixes in running 

water would be below Environmental Quality Standards as defined in Directive 2013/39 and 

even 3 orders of magnitude below in the case of rigid PVC. 

Those results shall be discussed by the Member States Technical Adaptation Committee of 

the Waste Framework Directive on 29 June. It is expected that conclusions will not be 

reached immediately within the Committee and that follow-up will take place in the following 6 

months. EuPC is closely monitoring the outcome of those discussions and shall provide 

under the umbrella of VinylPlus appropriate guidance for converters and recyclers and initiate 

necessary follow-up actions.  

More information: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org 

WEEE – Registration and Reporting 

The European Commission has launched a preparatory study to provide 

input to a draft Commission measure implementing EU rules on the 

registration and reporting information on waste from electrical and 

electronic equipment. The study is expected to be completed by 

October 2015 and will look at developing a format for registration 

requirements as well as frequency of reporting to the register. The WEEE Directive (2012/19/

EU) requires Member States to draw up a register of producers. This register would then 

monitor compliance with the provisions laid out in the WEEE Directive. Directive 2012/19/EU 

(WEEE II) entered into force on August 13th 2012 and came into effect on February 15th 

2014. The Directive sets out i) new collection targets for Member States; ii) take-back 

systems of small WEEE by large retailers; iii) harmonised rules on registration and reporting 

requirements; and iv) minimum requirements for shipments of WEEE. The Commission has 

not yet confirmed what legal form the expected measure on registration and reporting will 

take, but a measure is expected by the end of 2015.  

More info: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org  

RoHS II Directive Exemption requests 

On June 24th the European Commission’s external consultant on RoHS, 

the Oko-Institute, published its final recommendation on substance 

restrictions in electrical and electronic equipment. This recommendation 

covers two exemption requests for inclusion in Annex IV of the RoHS II 

Directive (2011/65/EU) and recommends a seven year exemption for 

‘cadmium anodes in Hersch cells for high-sensitivity oxygen sensors’ and an exemption until 

June 30th 2021 for ‘lead in solders used to make electrical connection to temperature 

measurement sensors designed to be used periodically at temperatures below -150C’. Based 

on this recommendation the Commission is now expected to come forward with an 

amendment to the RoHS Directive, to be adopted under the delegated acts procedure. 

More info: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org  

Ton Emans re-elected PRE President 

Plastics Recyclers Europe held their 2015 Annual Meeting on 18 and 19 

June in Brussels. During the PRE General Assembly, Ton Emans of 

CeDo was re-elected to be PRE President and LDPE Chairman for the 

period of 2015 to 2017. Board Members and Working Group Chairmen 

were also re-elected for the two year mandate. 

The conference welcomed keynote speaker Karmenu Vella, the European Commissioner for 

Environment, Maritime Affairs and Fisheries. Speaking on the new Circular Economy 

Package, Commissioner Vella confirmed that the European will focus on waste management, 

higher recycling targets, product design and innovation, as well as research. 

Ton Emans, PRE President, stated: As much as 74% of plastics waste in Europe is still not 

managed in a sustainable way, either by landfilling or incinerating it. The revised circular 

economy package shall focus on changing this situation. PRE is supporting the Commission 

in its work to close the loop. 

More info: Emilia.Tarlowska@eupc.org  
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2015 MedPharmPlast Europe Conference  

On 23 June, the annual MedPharmPlast Europe Conference brought 

together 60 leaders and experts from the whole European medical 

devices and pharmaceutical packaging supply chain at the Clariant 

Innovation Centre in Frankfurt. In three sessions, participants got an 

expert update on the current most important topics concerning the 

medical devices and packaging industry on EU level. Each session was followed by a lively 

panel debate. 

After a short welcome by MedPharmPlast Europe President Christian Meusinger from 

Nemera, Paul Davidson from Sabic opened the first session with an introduction about the 

association’s regulatory activities. Afterwards, Padraig Nolan from the European Plastics 

Converters (EuPC) gave an insight into the European institutions and their decision-making 

processes. Finally, Nigel Talboys from Terumo BCT completed the session with a 

presentation about the latest developments regarding the EU Medical Devices Legislation.  

The focus of the afternoon session lied on the current most relevant topics for the medical 

devices industry. Georges Favre from LNE gave in his presentation an update on 

nanomaterials and the current regulatory framework. After a presentation on endocrine 

disruptors by Oliver Okle from hjs Consulting, Steve Duckworth from Clariant gave 

participants an insight into extractables and leachables and their risk management. Lise 

Vanderkelen, Study Director at Toxikon, presented analytical studies for the pharma and 

medical device industry. The last part of the conference focused on Unannounced Audits. 

Michael Bothe representing TEAM-NB, Association of European Notified Bodies Medical, 

explained and discussed with participants the current status, implication, impact and 

management of unannounced audits. 

“It is important for us as an industry to work together with the regulators on guidance and 

workable directives for an improved safety for the patients,” summarised Christian 

Meusinger, President of MedPharmPlast Europe, in his closing remarks. “To share this 

common interest is what basically bonds us all together and helps to find innovative solutions 

for the future”.  

More info: Ingrid.Verschueren@eupc.org  

Christian Meusinger (Nemera), Paul Davidson (SABIC), Patrick Nolan (EuPC), Nigel Talboys (Terumo BCT)  

Environmental Goods Agreement  

In July 2014 the EU and 13 additional WTO members launched 

negotiations to liberalise trade in environmental goods. This ‘Environmental 

Goods Agreement’ aims to remove trade barriers (e.g. import/export tariffs) 

and bottle-necks for investment in ‘green’ goods, services and technologies. 

The agreement now includes 17 WTO Members covering approximately 90% of international 

trade (Australia, Canada, China, Costa Rica, Chinese Taipei, the European Union, Hong 

Kong (China), Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Norway, Switzerland, Singapore, United States, 

Israel, Turkey and Iceland). The negotiations are chaired by Australia and already a draft ‘final 

list’ of proposed green goods stands at 630 proposals. EuPC met with DG TRADE on June 

30th to discuss this list (currently not publicly available), and to see if additional efforts are 

needed to secure certain environmental plastics goods and machinery on the final list.  

More info: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org  
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EuPC General Assembly 2015 

EuPC’s 2015 Annual Meeting took place on May 21 – 22 in 

Warsaw, Poland. The event brought together over 100 participants 

from the industry to take part in forums, workshops and debates. 

The Plastics Building & Construction Forum looked into economic 

overviews of various construction sectors, including the raw material 

producers. The Plastics Packaging Forum discussed the future of packaging: the challenges 

ahead and prospective developments. 

During the General Assembly, EuPC Members examined the current situation of polymer 

supplies in Europe which has put the converting industry in one of the most important crisis 

since its existence. In response to the series of force majeures declarations, EuPC launched 

the Strategic Alliance for Polymer Supplies in Europe.  

Alexandre Dangis, EuPC Managing Director, reported on EuPC activities within the past 

year as well as the many changes within the European Parliament and European 

Commission. EuPC’s Circular Economy Task Force will be working with the EU institutions 

before the launch of the new, more ambitious Circular Economy Package by the end of the 

year. 

EuPC’s next General Assembly will be held on June 3rd 2016 in Lyon, France.  

More info: Marguerite.Korenblit@eupc.org  

EuPC Annual Meeting participants enjoying a typical Polish dinner 

EuPC Annual Meeting participants during the Main Conference 
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Upcoming Meetings 

B&C WG Hygiene, Health & Environment  2 September  

Brussels 

B&C WG Communication and  

WG Sustainable buildings & products  

9 September 

Brussels 

 B&C EXCOM Workshop 10 September 

Brussels 

B&C WG Marking & Declaration Performance  22 September 

Brussels 

Packaging EXCOM 28 September 

Brussels 

Steering Committee Meeting 29 September  

Brussels  

Raw Material Committee  6 October 

Brussels 

MEF Meeting 14 October  
Tallinn 

NPA Meeting 15 October  

Tallinn 

Packaging EXCOM 17 November  

Brussels 

Steering Committee  18 November  

Brussels 
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