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   Myriam Tryjefaczka elected as new chairwoman of B&C Division 

Myriam Tryjefaczka has been elected as new Chairwoman of the 

EuPC B&C Division on the 15th of March 2017. She works for the 

Tarkett Group, where she holds the position of Sustainability and 

Public Affairs Director for the EMEA division. Myriam coordinates the 

business approach towards recycling activities and the development of 

new business models in Europe. Since 2015, Myriam has been 

contributing to the European associations of Flooring, Plastics and 

Vinyl. 

 

“For the years to come, the construction sector will have to adapt to massive impacts of climate 

change, resource scarcity and population growth. Needs are ranging from basic sanitation and water 

treatment infrastructures to the construction of healthy, smart and resource efficient buildings and 

cities. Our vision is that plastics become the material of choice for building and construction products 

in Europe within the next 5 to 10 years” (Myriam Tryjefaczka). 

 

Regarding her role in the B&C Division she added: “The EuPC Building and Construction Division is 

committed to supporting the development of standards and regulatory frameworks to help creating a 

favourable and sustainable trading environment for Plastics Converters in Europe. As the new 

chairperson of the B&C division, I will continuously develop initiatives and constructive dialogue with 

our stakeholders to make it happen.” 

 
More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org 
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   EuPC General Assembly passes resolutions to launch two new European platforms  

On the 1st and 2nd of June, the European Plastics Converters 

Association (EuPC) and the Spanish Plastics Association (ANAIP) 

staged together the EuPC Annual Meeting in Madrid. During the 

conference under the title A circular future with plastics, EuPC’s 

General Assembly passed two resolutions on the launch of new 

European industry platforms. 

The 3D-Printing Platform was launched to show that the plastics 

converting industry is ready to embrace this new technology and to 

exploit the full potential that 3D-printing has for the converting 

industry. A first meeting will be held on the 13th of July in Brussels.  

The Composites Platform will focus on the use of composites in the plastics converting industry and 

provide important findings to tackle the future challenges in this field. The platforms will bring together 

experts from all over Europe and enable them to share and expand their knowledge to advance the 

whole plastics converting industry. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
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During the Annual Meeting, the EuPC General Assembly also elected 

several members of the EuPC Steering committee.  

The following were re-elected to the Steering Committee for four years: 

Mr Michael Kundel, CEO of Renolit and President of EuPC; Mr David 

Baker, General Manager of RPC Group and chairman of EuPC’s 

Packaging Division; Mr Philip Law, Director General of the British 

Plastics Federation; Mr Renato Zelcher, CEO of Crocco; Mr Dirk 

Westerheide, President of GKV; and Mr Bernhard Borgardt, IK board 

member and owner of Ostegruppe. 

For two years were elected: Mr Fabrice Barthélemy, President of Tarkett Europe, Middle East and 

Africa; Martin Hitchin, Chief Executive at REHAU; and Mr Claude Clement, President and CEO 

Europe at Plastic Omnium Auto Inergy, and chairman of EuPC’s Automotive&Transport Division. 

Mr Clement was also elected as the new Treasurer of EuPC. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  
 

   New composition of EuPC Steering Committee  

   Phthalates (DINP) in construction products  

Di-''isononyl'' phthalate (DINP) has been proposed for harmonized 

classification and labelling under CLP as toxic for reproduction (1B) by 

the Danish Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

DINP may be found mainly in the following applications: flooring, wire 

and cable, roofing films as well as sheets, wall covering, coated fabrics, 

and flexible profiles, totalling close to 1 million tons. Other applications directly within the automotive 

industry may be affected as well. 

 

EuPC submitted comments to the public consultation and emphasized that the proposed 

classification is not based on a full robust weight of evidence evaluation of all the relevant data 

regarding the CLP detailed criteria. EuPC underlined that is important that the evaluation by ECHA 

and its Risk Assessment Committee is made based on solid scientific ground, relying on all relevant 

data to enable a proper evaluation based on the weight of evidence. 

 
More information: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org  

Titanium Dioxide was proposed by the French Agency 

for Food, Environmental and Occupational Health & 

Safety (ANSES) for classification as carcinogen 

category 1B by inhalation.  

 

In June, ECHA published a press release in which it informs that the RAC concluded that the 

available scientific evidence meets the criteria in the CLP Regulation to classify titanium dioxide as 

a substance suspected of causing cancer through the inhalation route (carcinogen category 2). The 

RAC's opinion will be formally adopted later by written procedure or at the September RAC meeting. 

It is expected that after the RAC decision is made, processing the file from ECHA to DG GROW 

could take anywhere between 4 and 8 weeks. 

 

EuPC is now evaluating the consequences of a potential classification. On one hand, from a risk 

point of view, a potential classification has consequences for workers who are exposed to TiO2 in 

powder form. In this case, appropriate personal protective equipment must be ensured. On the 

other hand, there is no risk once the substance has been incorporated into the final article.  

 

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

   Titanium Dioxide discussed at the ECHA Risk Assessment Committee  
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   Non-toxic Environment Strategy  

The European Commission presented results of the Smoke toxicity study  

In May 2017 during a validation workshop, the representatives of the 

Commission (DG GROW) together with external consultants presented 

the final draft report of the study to evaluate the need to regulate the 

toxicity of smoke produced by construction products in fires within the 

Framework of Regulation (EU) 305/2011. EuPC participated at the 

workshop as one of the stakeholders of the study.  

 

Over the last five months, the consultants conducted interviews with the Member States’ 

Competent Authorities (fire regulators), European trade associations, firefighters’ associations and 

fire safety experts. EuPC was interviewed as well and provided input from the perspective of the 

manufacturers of plastic construction products. The main conclusions of the study are that the 

responses analysed do not agree if regulation of toxicity of smoke from construction products is 

required. However, should the need for regulation be proven, an agreed European system for 

testing and classification, with regulations and requirements at national level would be favoured. 

Additionally, there is a need to collect more data on fire statistics and to do so in a harmonized way 

on the European level. Regarding potential effects on marketing of construction products, there is a 

general agreement that regulation could increase trade barriers, increase product costs, and 

potentially remove some products from the market. 

 
More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

   PRE Annual Meeting on 15-16 June in Barcelona  

Professionals from the plastics recycling sector and its value 

chain have gathered at the Annual Meeting 2017 in Barcelona 

on the 15th of June at the conference that featured high-level 

speakers including European Commission, Waste Agency of 

Catalonia and brand owners. 

 

Plastic material is at a turning point towards becoming circular, 

said Ton Emans. “High quality recycling and integrating more 

recyclates in new products will help in accelerating that shift. As we heard today from the European 

Commission and Waste Agency of Catalonia, policy makers have ambitious plans for enabling this 

transition and we, as the plastics recycling industry, are happy to be an important part of it.” 

 

The brand owners present at the conference demonstrated how they contribute to the circularity of 

plastics by integrating recyclates in their products, via their marketing strategies and via taking eco-

design into consideration. PRE has announced an ongoing study on the end-markets for recyclates 

which will be published in September current year. The next PRE Annual Meeting will take place on 

the 11th and 12th of October in Cascais, Portugal.  

 

More information: info@plasticsrecyclers.eu  
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   Ludo Debever appointed as new General Manager of TEPPFA  

Ludo Debever has been appointed as the new General Manager of TEPPFA 

in April 2017. Having previously worked for the Belgian PVC window profile 

manufacturer Deceuninck for almost 33 years, his most recent position was 

Corporate Communications/Investor Relations Manager. In 2001 Ludo was 

instrumental in setting up the European Trade Association EPPA which 

represents the interests of the PVC window and related building profile 

manufacturers. From 2001 until mid-2003 he was the first EPPA General 

Secretary and remained EPPA Board member until June 2015. Ludo 

replaces Tony Calton who retired on 1 May 2017. 

 

Ludo said about his new role in TEPPFA: “I am grateful to the TEPPFA Executive Committee for 

selecting me to be the General Manager. TEPPFA is a very well organized association with high 

level representation at various Working Groups and Task Forces to safeguard the industry ’s 

interests. Being the General Manager is an exciting challenge in a multicultural working environment. 

I look forward to leveraging my industry knowhow and making TEPPFA’s voice heard at both 

European and national authority level.”  

 

More information on TEPPFA can be found at www.teppfa.eu  

mailto:martin.policar@eupc.org
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Upcoming Meetings 

B&C & Packaging Division Executive Committees 20 September 2017 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee  

 

21 September 2017 

Brussels 

A&T Division Executive Committee 10 October 

Brussels 

Raw Materials Committee 11 October  

Brussels 

Members Executive Forum 19 October 

Frankfurt a.M. 

B&C & Packaging Division Executive Committee 15 November 

Wrocław, Poland 

EuPC Steering Committee  16 November 

Wrocław, Poland 
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   Legacy additives update  

EuPC has submitted its comments on the proposed restriction. EuPC 

supported the restriction on the use of lead and lead compounds in 

PVC articles under REACH and agreed with the timeframe of 15 years 

for the derogation and with the label requirement of the restriction.  

 

EuPC also encouraged the extension of the derogation to cover all 

PVC recyclates and not only a limited positive list. The current proposal 

includes selected rigid PVC applications. EuPC proposed to raise the allowed recyclate content from 

1% to 2% w/w of the final article. The proposal is open for comments within the public consultation 

until 22 August 2017.  

 

More information: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org  

   ESWA elects Koichi Oba as new President  

ESWA, the European Single ply Waterproofing Association, elected Koichi 

Oba as President at their last General Assembly on 9th May 2017.  

 

The members unanimously elected a new President, Vice-President and 

Treasurer for a period of 2 years, from 2017 to 2019. The Executive 

Committee’s members now are Koichi Oba, Head Corporate Target 

Market Roofing, Sika Services AG, who took over the position after Udo 

Wagner, Head of the Management Team, FlachdachTechnologie; Bruno 

Broccanello, CEO Flag, Soprema Group; and Eric Oyno, CEO - Protan 

Group. Mr. Oba said about his role as ESWA President: 

 

Koichi said about his new role as President of ESWA: “I am very enthusiastic about this nomination. I 

am happy to further develop the activities within ESWA and to further promote the unique value 

proposition of the European quality of single-ply waterproofing membranes. In 2017 we will focus on 

activities to prove qualitative performance of our members’ products as well as to support European 

standardization processes by our Technical Committee. We are also committed to further support 

activities within the VinylPlus Sustainability Program 2020.” 

 

More information on ESWA can be found at www.eswa.be  
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