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REACH ADCA : Echa opinion and set-up of plastics users consortium
Azodicarbonamide (ADCA) is a blowing agent widely used in the plastics industry. On 10 February 2014, the European 
Chemical Agency recommended to the Commission that 5 additional substances including ADCA and DMF be 
subject to authorization (“scientific opinion”). It will now be up to the Commission, the risk manager, in cooperation 
with Member States and the European Parliament to determine whether or not to follow this recommendation. 
The ADCA opinion was not without opposition since 8 Member States clearly disagreed with the prioritization of ADCA 
and one additional raised strong concerns.  It remains that a majority of Member States among them France and 
Germany did not yet make a final decision on the best route to handle this substance. The Echa opinion mentioned 
that alternatives to authorization should be discussed in other fora. It is in this context that EuPC sets-up an “ADCA 
Plastics Users Consortium”. This consortium shall be managed by Polymer Comply Europe, the service company of EuPC. 
Today 20 leading converting companies and one sectoral association have shown interest to  join this programme.
As a reminder, the workprogramme of the consortium involves:
1. Making and reporting actual exposure measurements of ADCA powder and non powder uses
2. To meet for adhering companies as a first step the Occupational Exposure Limits as set by the UK legislation for this substance
3. To work together with Authorities in order to set binding Occupational Exposure Limits as an alternative to authorization
We invite more converters to join this group of proactive companies in order to show that an industry showing responsibility
can meet legitimate concerns on safety in a faster and more efficient way than considered authorization processes.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org

EuPC building and construction division new strategy
Following the consultation across members, it was decided to reorganize the division in order to make its vision “make 
plastics the material of choice in building & construction” a reality within 5 to 10 years. The division shall simplify and 
focus its Communication, build up a Knowledge Centre and further develop its Network with authorities, partner 
associations and customers. Within the knowledge center the following 6 topics have been identified as priorities :
1. Sustainable building & products
2. Barriers to recycling of construction products
3. Waste & secondary Resources Management
4. CE marking & Declaration of Performance 
5. Fire safety
6. Hygiene, health & environment/ dangerous substances in Construction Product Regulation
Specific work plans and actions related to those items with now be deployed by appointed issues leaders within the division.
More info: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org 

Eu Eco-design and Energy Labeling
The EU Ecodesign Directive was introduced in 2005 and updated in 2009. The European Commission launched two public 
consultations. This will provide an input for the revision in 2015. The directive applies to energy using products and energy 
related products; an independent study “Evaluation of the Ecodesign Directive” carried out in 2012 by CSES (Centre for 
Strategy and Evaluation Services) assessed the feasibility of extending the Directive to non-energy products and means of 
transport. Conclusion of the Commission was that there was no revision needed but specific aspects to be reassessed in review 
of the Energy Labelling Directive in 2014. The Ecodesing working plan 2012-2014 concerns windows and insulation products.
More info: Nikola.Svobodova@eupc.org 

Declaration of Performance on website
On 21 February 2014 the “Delegated Regulation No 157/2014 of 30 October 2013 on the conditions for making a declaration of 
performance on construction products available on a website” is published in the Official Journal of the European Union. This 
regulation will allow manufacturers of construction products to publish their Declaration of Performance online and will also contribute 
to a faster communication through the supply chain.  Such websites will have to be kept continuously available and accessible. 
Furthermore, the content of the declaration should remain unchanged and available free of charge for at least 10 years after the 
construction product has been placed on the market. All basic responsibilities of the actors in the supply chain do not change.
More info: Nikola.Svobodova@eupc.org 



11-03-2014 EuPC B&C Committee Brussels - Belgium

13-03-2014 EuPC Packaging Excom Cascais - Portugal

14-03-2014 EuPC Steering Committee Cascais - Portugal

18-03-2014 EuPC MEF Brussels - Belgium

19-03-2014 EuPC PE/MEF Brussels - Belgium

04-06-2014 EuPC Steering Committee Brussels - Belgium

05-06-2014 EuPC Annual Meeting Market Divisions Brussels - Belgium

06-06-2014 EuPC Annual Meeting - GA Brussels - Belgium

EuPC Calendar (first semester) Events & Meetings

© EuPC - European Plastics Converters - Avenue de Cortenbergh 71 - 1000 Brussels - Belgium
 Tel. + 32(0)2-732.41.24 - Fax + 32(0)2-732 42 18 - www.plasticsconverters.eu

For questions please contact Ruth Colado - ruth.colado@eupc.org

EuPC Annual Meeting 2014
On 5th and 6th June 2014 EuPC is going to celebrate its Annual Meeting in Brussels. On the 5th June several market 
division sessions with high level speakers will be held. The EuPC conference on the 6th June will focus on Revitalising 
Europe and how will plastics contribute. The topic of the afternoon session will be plastics waste management, a 
potential growth or a challenge for the industry. Programme and all registration details will be communicated very soon.
More info: Ruth.Colado@eupc.org 

REACH UPDATE
The REACH process is now heading for the “final” deadline of 31 May 2018 when all remaining substances will have to be 
registered; so is its “sister” Regulation CLP (Classification, Labelling and Packaging) as all Mixtures will have to be classified 
according to the new rules in 2015. Seven more substances were added to the REACH Candidate List in December 2013 (now 151). 
The Authorization List Annex XIV stands at 22 substances and 5 more substances are being “recommended” for inclusion 
in 2014. Amongst them are ADCA and DMF.  EuPC is taking the lead for industry to propose alternative solutions.
Authorisation and Recycling: before the mid-2013 deadline three PVC Recyclers applied for Authorisation to use recycled 
PVC containing DEHP after the “Sunset Date“ on 21.2.2015. After the prescribed “Consultation Period” by the Risk Assessment 
and the Socio-Economic Assessment Committees of the EU Chemicals Agency (ECHA) now started the examination 
of the dossier. On 3 January the Agency recommended a 7-year Authorisation for the specific use of DEHP by Rolls Royce.
More info: Walter.Claes@eupc.org     

Industrial Renaissance for growth and employment in EU
On January 22nd 2014, the European Commission issued a Communication on an ‘Industrial Renaissance for growth & 
employment’. The Communication states that 80 % of innovation and exports come from industry and for every job created 
in manufacturing up to two are created in the service sector. Bearing this in mind, the Communication highlights that Europe 
needs to place industry at the top of the agenda in order to “reindustrialize the EU”. To do this, we need consistent EU and 
national policies: “it is not sufficient for the Commission alone to focus on industrial competitiveness, EU28 Member States need 
to do more when it comes to implementing the measures proposed by the European Commission to build on the internal 
market for goods and services without technical barriers and with a modern system of interconnecting infrastructures.” 
Within the framework of this ‘reindustrialisation strategy’, the Commission is working on four main areas in order to keep EU 
companies competitive: (i) credit; (ii) access to markets; (iii) training; and (iv) more investment in close-to-market innovation. 
Furthermore, the Commission calls on the Council and the Parliament to adopt proposals on energy, transport, space and digital 
communications networks and to better implement and enforce legislation in order to complete the internal market. EuPC 
welcomes this Communication and remains ready to work with both EU and national authorities in order to achieve the goals laid 
out in this Communication. The Communication may be found at: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_SPEECH-14-48_en.htm .
More info: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org 

European Parliament adopts Resolution on an EU Strategy for plastics waste
On Jan 14th 2014, the European Parliament voted in favour of a Resolution (the ‘Prodi Report’) on an EU 
Strategy for plastics waste. This own-initiative Resolution comes following the European Commission’s Green 
Paper consultation on plastics waste in the environment (published on March 7th 2013). In this Resolution, MEPs 
call for: i) a reduction of plastic waste under EU legislation; ii) binding targets for collection and sorting and 
recycling of the various plastic waste streams; iii) harmonisation of criteria for collection, sorting and general 
waste management; iii) the removal of technical,  regulatory, administrative and financial barriers to recycling;  iv) the proposal 
of plastic waste norms that go beyond product rules and standards; and v) criteria for the replacement of single-use and short-
lived plastic products by reusable and more durable materials; vi) the use of single-use plastic bags should be radically reduced 
and where possible phased out. EuPC met with shadow MEPs during the drafting of the Prodi Report and this Resolution. EuPC will 
continue to work with EU policy makers and national authorities in order to address environmental concerns of plastics waste. The 
Resolution may be found at: www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P7-TA-2014-0016 .
More info: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org

Update of EU-US trade negotiations 
A high-level meeting between the European Commission and the US Trade Representative took place from February 17th-
18th in Washington, in which EU Trade Commissioner Karl De Gucht met with his US counterpart Michael Froman to discuss the 
progress made during the first three rounds of trade negotiations on an EU-US Free Trade Agreement. The goal of this meeting is 
to assess and provide political guidance to the chief negotiators from both sides on how best to take forward the negotiations. 
EU representatives have already made it clear that TTIP would uphold all EU regulation (e.g. REACH, fracking etc.) and that 
under no circumstances would it reduce environmental regulation in Europe.   The fourth round of negotiations on TTIP will take 
place in Brussels from March 10th-14th 2014 and it is expected that key areas, highlighted from February’s high-level meeting, 
will be addressed in further detail. EuPC will continue to follow developments and provide input to the European Commission. 
More info: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org


