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   Renato Zelcher new EuPC President 

On the 25th May in Milan, during EuPC’s General Assembly, Renato Zelcher, 

CEO of Crocco S.p.A. (Italy), has been elected as the new EuPC President 

for the period from 2018 to 2020. He replaces Micheal Kundel, CEO of 

Renolit SE after four years of great leadership. In his first speech as EuPC 

president, he stated, that the plastics industry now needs to engage more in 

EU and national advocacy, and that it is time to make a step forward and 

tackle the end of life issues of our products. 

 

Among other assignments, Renato Zelcher is a Board Member of Corepla (Italian National 

Consortium for the collection, recycling and recovery of plastic packaging), of Federazione Gomma 

Plastica and of Confindustria Vicenza.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 
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   B&C Forum in Milan part of EU Green Week 2018 

The Building & Construction Forum at the EuPC / Unionplast 

annual meeting was organised under the title “Sustainable 

Performance of Buildings”. Exceptionally this year, the B&C 

Forum was a partner event of the EU Green week, that took 

place from the 21st until the 25th May all over Europe.  

 

Seven speakers from converting companies, raw material producers, associations and the European 

Commission shared their knowledge and vision about issues in relation to the sustainability of plastic 

products in the building and construction sector. Amongst others, the new EuPC member ECRA 

(European Carpet and Rug ) presented circular economy aspects for carpets and textile floor 

coverings, and Michele Galatola from the European Commission talked about the environmental 

footprint pilot phase. Additional information about the conference and the B&C Forum can be found at 

circularfuturewithplastics.eu.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

EC Proposal for 

Single Use Plastics 

(SUP) 

   EU Plastics Tax / Levy Update  

A tax on plastics is off the table for now, also thanks to strong lobbying 

activities by EuPC. However, since 2nd May 2018, the plastics industry 

is caught into the negotiations over the EU budget for the period 2021-

2027. This negotiation will last at least 12 months and will involve the 

European Parliament and EU Members States. A tax on plastics is thus 

still looming and we have to be very vigilant and actively involved in 

these negotiations.  

 

The current proposal of the European Commission is requesting a fiscal contribution – the so-called 

plastics levy – from Member States to the EU budget for the volumes of non-recycled plastics 

packaging. EuPC is currently coordinating its position regarding this measures with other key 

stakeholders, but in our view, this levy would almost be equal to a hidden tax on polyolefins. 

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org   

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
https://circularfuturewithplastics.eu/
file:///G:/COMMON/EuPC/Communications/FOCUS/2017/06%20June%20B&amp;C/felix.miessen@eupc.org


In April 2018, the Commission closed the 3-month long public 

consultation in which it gathered feedback for the consequent 

drafting of an Impact Assessment of possible changes to the 

Construction Products Regulation (CPR) Regulation (EU) No 

305/2011 laying down harmonised conditions for the marketing 

of construction products. More than 600 comments were 

submitted by industry, member states, private parties, NGOs, 

and others within the public consultation. 

  

On 25 April, the Commission, together with the consultant conducting the Impact Assessment, 

organized a workshop to discuss the findings of the Impact Assessment based the outputs of the 

public consultation, interviews with various stakeholders such as industry associations, companies, 

member states' compentent authorities, technical bodies and others. EuPC participated in the 

meeting.  

 

The main problems with the current way of CPR implementation were highlighted such as: 

Obstacles to and lack of growth in internal market, disproportionate administrative costs and 

burdens for SMEs, ineffective simplification measures for SMEs, ineffective market surveillance. 

Also, issues with standards were discussed such as: unclear information for end-users, overlap 

with existing directives, slow adoption of standards, "exhaustiveness" of hEN. 

 

The workshop stakeholders discussed which of the options proposed by the Commission as a 

solution to the current situation of CPR would be most suitable. General agreement was on to go 

either for (1) Option I: “Enhanced baseline” - No legislative change but improved implementation 

through guidance/soft law; or (2) Option II.A: limited revision of the CPR focused on the issues 

identified in the CPR Implementation Report (e.g. improving/introducing simplification provisions for 

SMEs, improving detailed rules regarding Notified Bodies, Improving transition from "approvals" to 

"assessments" by Technical Assessment Bodies and related EOTA procedures, etc.) 

 

The consultant will submit the final report be July 2018. DG GROW will inform industry about the 
next steps.  
 
More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

   DG GROW hosted a Stakeholder Workshop on the CPR Review  

FOCUS 

   Product Environmental Footprint and Environmental Product Declarations   

The European Commission intends to mandate CEN/

TC 350 to revise the existing standard EN15804 which 

is used by the industry to create Environmental Product 

Declarations (EPDs). The objective is to align the 

existing standard with the elements of the Product 

Environmental Footprint (PEF) methodolgy which is 

being developed in a number of pilot projects, one of 

which is being lead by TEPPFA.  

 

EuPC exchanged on this issue with DG Environment, emphasizing that the existing EPDs should 

be kept, as over the past years the plastics converting industry invested considerable time and 

resources into developing the EPDs for their products. Michele Galatola, Environmental Footprint 

Team Leader at DG Environment participated in the EuPC Building & Construction Forum in Milano 

last week and acknowledged the difficulty posed by the time pressure and the complexity of certain 

technical issues. At the same time, he underlined that for the Commission (DG Environment, DG 

GROW and DG JRC) there is still the common objective of having a single methodological 

reference at European level when it comes to the calculation of the life cycle environmental 

performance of construction products and buildings. 

 

The revised mandate for the amendment of EN15804 is now within the enquiry process of CEN. 

EuPC will continue monitoring the situation and liaise with TEPPFA, pilot project leader, on the 

latest developments.  

 
More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  
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   Non-toxic Environment Strategy  

EU Commissioner Bieńkowska at the EuPC Annual Meeting 

FOCUS 

   EuPC Annual Meeting 2018 Review 

EuPC and Unionplast (Federazione Gomma Plastica) jointly 

organised the conference A Circular Future with Plastics on the 

24th and 25th May in Milan, Italy. With over 260 attendees, 

participating in the Market Sessions, the Main Conference and 

the 3DP Workshop. The success of the conference has proven 

the interest in our industry and its role in the light of the Voluntary 

Commitments and the coming legislative discussions on the so-

called single use plastics. 

 

During the first day of the conference, three market session took place simultaneously, focussing on 

Packaging, Building & Construction and Automotive & Transport. The market sessions were followed 

by the Gala Dinner and the award ceremony for the Best Polymer Producers for Europe Awards 

2018. The second day started with the EuPC General Assembly, where Renato Zelcher was elected 

as new EuPC President. Thereafter, the Main conference took part, with EU Commission Elżbieta 

Bieńkowska speaking about the Plastics Strategy. The conference ended with a 3D Printing 

workshop, organised by EuPC’s 3DP Platform, that highlighted how plastics converters can use the 

advantages 3DP offers in their business.  

 
More information: Felix.Miessen.@eupc.org 

Best Polymer Producers for Europe Awards 2018 

During the Gala Dinner of the conference A Circular 

Future with Plastics on 24 May 2018 in Milan, the 

Polymers for Europe Alliance announced the eight 

winners of the Best Polymer Producers Awards for 

Europe 2018. The award ceremony of this European-

wide customer survey took place in the presence of 

Elżbieta Bieńkowska, EU Commissioner for Internal 

Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, who 

handed over the main award. 

The Polymers for Europe Alliance congratulates Vynova for winning the overarching award on 

POLYMER QUALITY covering all polymer types. In the remaining polymer categories, the following 

companies were awarded: ABS – Elix Polymers; HDPE – Borealis; PVC – Vynova; LLDPE – 

ExxonMobil; LDPE – Borealis; PET – Lotte Chemical; PP – Repsol. 

For the first time this year, the participating converters could rate all their suppliers, not only the 3 

best. This led to the publication of a ranking of the polymer suppliers. More information is available 

at rebrand.ly/polymer-awards. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org   

We are very proud that Elżbieta Bieńkowska, EU Commissioner 

for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs, joined 

the EuPC/Unionplast Annual Meeting 2018 in Milan. In her 

speech during the main conference on the 25th May, she 

emphasised the “benefits that plastics bring to our society and 

our economy”. She acknowledged that plastics converters are 

“the heart of the plastics industry”, and assured the participants 

that the EU Plastics Strategy is “not a call for a plastic-free 

economy”. 

Other topics addressed in her speech were the “so-called plastics levy”, that she insured “is not a 

tax. It's a tool to drive investments and research into the right direction”, and the proposal on single 

use plastics. Furthermore, she stated that “the Commission will streamline the regulatory 

framework and create the necessary conditions for the Circular Economy objectives to be 

achievable”. Her complete speech is available online at the EC website.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org   
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FOLLOW US! 

 

© EuPC - European Plastics Converters - Av. Cortenbergh 71 - 1000 Brussels - Belgium 

Tel. +32(0)2-732.41.24 - Fax +32(0)2-732.42.18 - www.plasticsconverters.eu  

FOCUS 

   EU Plastics Industry Day 2018 

At the beginning of 2018, EuPC has signed a framework of voluntary 

agreements with 5 other associations and in close collaboration with 

the European Commission. Now is the time for both partners, the 

Industry and the EU Commission to deliver on their promises and work 

together in a transparent way. To promote the voluntary commitments 

and its goals, a dedicated website was published: 

www.circularplastics.org. 

 

To communicate about the industry’s commitment and showcase the development, EuPC and the 

other associations will jointly organise the first EU Plastics Industry Day on the 11th December 

2018 in Brussels. EuPC wants to be challenged by all stakeholders and maintain the dialogue with 

EU regulators. At the same time, EuPC wants to expand these commitments to other organisations 

and sectors that can contribute in the same objective which is the recycling of 50% of all plastics 

waste in Europe by 2040. Together, as 6 organisations, we have set an EU standard on measurable 

targets & milestones, and we welcome more voluntary measures to follow our example.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

   EC Proposal for Single Use Plastics (SUP) 

The proposal of the European Commission concerning single use 

plastics (SUP) was published on the 28th May, and we are 

extremely worried about its implications. The proposal in its current 

form represents a symbolic attack on a category of poorly defined 

products which leads to confusion of end users and causes 

fragmentation of the Single Market. EuPC criticised it heavily in the 

press release accessible here. A strong reaction also came from 

EuPC member IK, their press release is accessible here.  

 

However, a definition of single use plastics is very difficult to agree upon and defining it as all items 

littered and found on beaches is not very scientific and the industry could most likely challenges this 

legally. The present proposal is accompanied by a new public consultation that will be open to all 

stakeholders until the 23rd July 2018. Being a proposal, the text is not yet final and it remains to be 

seen how the EP and national authorities will react to the proposal of the EU Commission, especially 

in the current EU political climate. Expected date for the final adoption of the Directive is the second 

half of 2019. 

 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC Packaging Conference 
25 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Packaging Division ExCom  

EuPC Building & Construction ExCom 

26 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee 
27 September 2018 

Brussels 

PlasFuelSys Networking Event 
9 October 2018 

Brussels 

Members Executive Forum 
24 October 2018  

Tbd 

Packaging Division Executive Committee 
14 November 2018 

Tbd 

EuPC Steering Committee  
15 November 2018 

Tbd 
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