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   Circular Economy Package  

While the European Commission is ready to publish the Strategy on 

Plastics on 6 December 2017, the EU Council is discussing on the revision 

of the waste legislation and negotiating it with the European Parliament. As 

far as the Packaging Directive is concerned, the EU Council, representing 

the 28 Member States, agreed to change the legal base of the Directive 

from Internal Market to Environmental Protection. 

Furthermore, in relation to recycling objectives foreseen specifically for 

plastics packaging recycling, the proposed target has been strongly 

reduced. Initially, the Commission proposed a 55% target, which was subsequently increased up to 

60% by the European Parliament. Currently, Member States sitting in the Council are proposing to 

have in the final text of the Directive a 30% target for plastics packaging waste. Informal negotiations 

will continue in November until an agreement is reached.  

 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  
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In May 2017, EuPC launched a European survey on the current 

and future use of recycled plastics materials (rPM) in Europe’s 

plastics converting industry. Following a period of 5 months 

during which 485 participants from 28 different countries filled in 

the online questionnaire, EuPC now presented the results of the 

survey to its members. 

The report on the results of the survey has been published in cooperation with Polymer Comply 

Europe (PCE), which conducted the survey on behalf of EuPC. The report gives detailed insights into 

the current state of affairs regarding the use of rPM by plastics converting companies Some of its 

major conclusions are: 

• The quality of rPM remains the biggest barrier to a stronger use of recyclates as raw materials. 
Almost 60% of the European plastics converting companies find it hard or very had to get a 
supply of rPM in an acceptable quality. 

• The customers of converting companies do not support the use of rPM well enough. Only 27% of 
the European plastics converting companies state that their customers are sufficiently aware of 
the benefits and needs to use rPM. 

• The current regulatory framework needs to be adapted to adequately support the use of rPM. 
Almost 60% of the European plastics converting companies think that the current regulations are 
not suitable to support a stronger use of rPM in the future. 

The survey is part of a larger initiative of EuPC to get more knowledge about the use of rPM in the 

plastics converting industry. Further surveys and workshops with national plastics associations are 

expected to follow in 2018 and beyond. 

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

FOCUS 

EuPC MEF Meeting  

19 October 2017 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


On 17 October, the regular meeting of the Food Contact Regulatory Expert 

Panel (FREP) took place at the EuPC offices in Brussels. The group 

discussed the outcomes of the Technical Expert Group on Food Contact 

Materials meeting of the DG Santé which took place on 14 September 

2017. The topics discussed were the Commission’s proposal for a future 

measure on printed food contact materials, the activities of the Cross Sector 

Group on FCMs and articles with regard to the reform of the framework regulation on FCM. Also, 

the group discussed the implications of the Commission’s recommendation on monitoring of levels 

of mineral oil in food by the entire FCM supply chain.  

EuPC and PCE continue to work with JRC on the common project focused on developing an 

assessment method for NIAS. The project continues with further screening of NIAS substances and 

is expected to be finalised in the first half of 2018.  

 

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

   EuPC’s Food Contact Regulatory Expert Panel  

   Printed Food Contact Materials  

On 14 September, at the Technical Expert Group meeting of the 

DG Santé, the new draft measure on Printed Food Contact 

Materials (p-FCM) was discussed.  

Firstly, DG Santé sees great practical difficulties in following a 

positive list approach. A measure for inks which followed the 

plastics model might require the evaluation and listing of some 

1,000 additional substances. It could take up to 30 years to create 

an inks list using the current EFSA resources. Secondly, there were increasing doubts on the use of 

a positive list system because of the difficulties in linking the risk evaluation of the substance to the 

eventual use of it in the finished FCM. 

Additionally, DG Santé is concerned that there are no rules for the verification of compliance of 

printed FCM (Note: these are also not available in the German draft), and that creating a set of rules 

which were similar to those in the Plastics Regulation could be very problematic. 

 

DG Santé is considering making two additions: “Designated Bodies” and an “Information System”. A 

background document giving details of the Commission’s reasoning is being drafted which will be 

followed by a Roadmap outlining the way forward. 

DG Santé favours a self-assessment by the business operator of the risk of substances using an 

“Article 19 approach”, with the possible addition of data from other sources such as REACH and 

using techniques such as QSAR, TTC and read-across. Such assessments could lead to some 

generic migration limit as a means of managing the risk. The rules and methodologies for this risk 

assessment would be defined together with EFSA in form of a standard/protocol. 

The business operator would also have the task to assess compliance with Art. 3 of the Framework 

Regulation – there would not be extensive administrative rules on how to achieve that. 

 

EuPC argued that such an approach would be very hard to enforce, not in the least because there 

is insufficient expertise at the control authorities. The Commission suggests that the control on the 

(i) risk assessment and (ii) compliance assessment could be outsourced to a “designated body” 

which would give the final approval. It is up to the business operator to decide if they only want the 

designated body to give the stamp of approval, or also carry out (some of) the risk assessment and 

compliance assessment.  

In the next step, the industry will have the opportunity to provide comments to upcoming 

background document which will be made available in the next months. 

 

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


European Commission Work Programme 2018 

Last week, the European Commission has published its work programme 

of 2018, that will affect the years to come until 2025. The work will proceed 

and it will strengthen some old and new policy initiatives of the 

Commission. There are targeted legislative actions to complete EU work in 

priority policy areas, which will all be tabled by May 2018 to allow the 

European Parliament and Council to complete their legislative work before the European elections 

foreseen in June 2019.  

In detail, Industrial Competitiveness, Clean energy and a well-functioning Single Market are 

mentioned in this programme. Priorities include the pending proposal of the Circular Economy 

Package and the revision of the waste directives. The programme can be retrieved here. 

 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

   Launch of DEMETO  

The new European Project on Chemical Recycling DEMETO has 

just been launched. EuPC is involved as one of the 13 project 

partners. The project DEMETO stands for modular, scalable and 

high-performance DE-polymerization by Microwave Technology. 

The new European project on chemical recycling DEMETO is 

officially launched. DEMETO aims at enabling chemical de-

polymerization of PET at industrial scale based on its microwave-based process intensification, 

focusing as a start on coloured bottles waste. 

During its kick-off event at the end of September in Brussels, the DEMETO consortium welcomed 

around 60 experts from the PET packaging and polyester industry and gave an insight into the 

DEMETO project, its technical foundation, economical aspects and role in a circular economy. 

"DEMETO proposes the industrialisation and demonstration at full-scale of a new industrial process 

which allows to chemically recycle PET bottles, food containers and even textiles in a highly 

profitable and environmentally sustainable way," explained Maurizio Crippa, CEO of gr3n, during 

the event. 

The core technology of DEMETO has been invented by his company gr3n to enable an effective 

process intensification of the depolymerisation reaction (hydrolysis) of plastic, from bottles as much 

as from any other source, leading it back to its building blocks (EG and PTA) and, consequently, 

allowing their full re-introduction directly at the virgin-grade production stage. 

The project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and 

innovation programme under grant agreement no 768573.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

   Workshop of the Food Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) Round Table  

Among the plethora of different regulations that the Circular Economy Package is fostering, 

avoidance of food waste holds an important place. In this regard, the Food Sustainable Consumption 

and Production (SCP) Round Table stands as a great example of vertical and horizontal cooperation 

among policy makers.  

The members of the Food Sustainable Consumption and Production (SCP) Round Table recognise 

the importance of the circular economy for the agri-food value chain across Europe and are fully 

committed to facilitate this transition towards more resource efficiency and use of secondary raw 

materials. EuPC has participated at a recent workshop in Brussels on the 6th October, at the 

presence of the Commission and stakeholders to understand related issues and provide support to 

these initiatives.  

 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

https://ec.europa.eu/info/publications/2018-commission-work-programme-key-documents_en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics


Upcoming Meetings 

Packaging Division Executive Committee 15 November 

Wroclaw, Poland 

EuPC Steering Committee  16 November 

Wroclaw, Poland 

Building & Construction Division Executive Committee 11 December 2017 

Brussels 

FOLLOW US! 
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   Petcore Europe Conference 2018 - Strategy for PET in the Circular Economy 

Petcore Europe has announced its annual conference in Brussels 

from 7 - 8 February 2018. Building up on the success of the last 

years, Petcore Europe decided to expand the 2018 conference 

edition to two days. The first half day is exclusively dedicated to 

PET Business & Strategy, followed by a Networking Event in the 

evening. The second day focuses on Trends in Collection, 

Recycling & Sustainability and features presentations from 

research, industry and EU decision makers. 

This essential PET event brings together experts and leaders from the complete PET value chain in 

Europe and beyond. So don't miss your opportunity to network and gain an insight into the latest 

developments of the PET industry. Guarantee your place now! 

For more information about the programme, sponsorship and meeting details, please visit our 

conference website here.  

To register and check the delegate fees, please click here. 

 

More information: Eva.Schneider@petcore-europe.org  

   EuPC MEF Meeting on the 19th October in Bad Homburg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The last meeting of EuPC’s Members Executive Forum (MEF) was held on the 19th October in the 

offices of IK in Bad Homburg, Germany. During a fruitful meeting, the participants discussed the most 

recent developments and projects of EuPC.  

The most important points on the agenda included an update on the current state of affairs regarding 

the EU activities related to the Circular Economy Package, especially the draft strategy for plastics as 

well as the revision of the waste directive, and the discussion of the upcoming education project, that 

EuPC will organise together with interested national associations. Additionally, the results of the rPM 

survey as well as the new EU project DEMETO were presented. 

Furthermore, the participants approved the draft EuPC vision paper on 3D printing and the draft 

EuPC meeting calendar for 2018. During the afternoon of the 19th, a joint meeting with 

PlasticsEurope was held.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://www.petcore-europe.org/petcore-europe-conference-2018-strategy-pet-circular-economy
http://www.petcore-europe.org/petcore-europe-conference-2018-strategy-pet-circular-economy

