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Top stories in this newsletter 

The series of ‘Force Majeure’ declarations by major European polyolefin 

producers 

This high number of Force Majeure declarations from European 

polyolefin producers has been leading to low product availability, 

shortages and inevitably to significant price increases.  

A Force Majeure is defined as an extraordinary event or 

circumstance beyond control of the supplier or act of God such as 

a war, strike, riot, crime, hurricane, flood, earthquake, etc. Only under these 

circumstances would the supplier be relieved from fulfilling its contractual obligations 

towards its customer.  

However, so far EuPC has not seen convincing evidence justifying these recent 

declarations of Force Majeure, only technical reasons were being invoked.  

EuPC is very concerned that the low availability/shortages of material as well as the 

significant price increases will affect the whole plastics chain, including consumers and 

subsequently will endanger employment in Europe.  “This is particularly damaging at a 

time when many EU states are trying to claw their way back to recovery and in 

particular when the EU plastics industry is in such a great position to be in the 

vanguard of growth with its potential to deliver customers and broader society carbon 

savings and resource efficiencies”, as Alexandre Dangis pointed out last week. 

Therefore, EuPC started further investigating the matter in order to appropriately 

respond to this critical situation.  

More information: Ingrid.Verschueren@eupc.org 

 

EuPC Packaging: New Division structure 

Last autumn the EuPC Packaging division members were asked 

to evaluate the working of the division. An online questionnaire 

was sent out and the outcome showed a need for a more 

practical approach. In response it was decided to create three 

taskforces:  

Taskforce 1: Sustainability and vision - Chairman: Dr Jürgen Bruder 

The strategy and vision of the plastic packaging industry for the next 10 years will be 

set in this taskforce.  

Taskforce 2: Communications - Chairwoman: Françoise Gerardi 

The second taskforce will initiate communication actions and tools to improve the 

image of plastic packaging;  

Taskforce 3: Policy Coordination - Under the supervision and lead of EuPC, 

with the support of Sarah Plant, BPF in an advisory role 
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The third taskforce will coordinate the responses to (legislative) 

initiatives set by EU institutions. Can be linked to any regulatory issues 

proposed at EU level (P&PWD, recycling, end of life…).  

All EuPC members will be invited to send representatives to these taskforces. The 

final structure and mission statement will be presented in Warsaw during the 

packaging forum.  

More information: Ingrid.Verschueren@eupc.org 

 

 

Packaging Forum Warsaw 

The agenda of the EuPC Packaging Forum taking place in Warsaw 

on 21 May is final. During the whole day representatives from the 

plastic packaging industry and EU institutions will give their view on 

the challenges the packaging industry is facing today and future 

trends it will encounter tomorrow.  

The forum will start with an update on the plastic carrier bags situation and the impact 

of the EU decision for bag manufacturers (by Björn Hoem, CEO Sphere Germany 

GmbH, Chairman EuPC Packaging Division). This update is followed by the 

presentation of the new EuPC Packaging Division structure by Françoise Gerardi, 

General Manager Elipso, Chairwoman EuPC Packaging Division Communications 

Task Force. 

After an overview of the challenges and innovation in the Polish plastics packaging 

industry (by Tadeusz Nowicki, CEO ERGIS Group) Epic’s regulatory affairs manager 

Padraig Nolan will explain and illustrate how EuPC can influence the EU decision-

making process for plastics packaging. 

The morning session will end with a presentation by André Lemlyn, Vice-President & 

Managing Director of the Industrial Sector SITA Polska on the Developments in waste 

management in Poland. Right after lunch, Piotr Barczak, Policy Officer EEB will 

present the view of the European Environmental Bureau on the future developments 

regarding the circular economy package. His presentation will be followed on two 

presentation related to bioplastics: the first one from Mike Baxter, External Affairs 

Director BPI on the Developments in the UK on waste management and 

Biodegradables. The second presentation will be given by Mariagiovanna Vetere, 

Manager - EU Public Affairs NatureWorks LLC and is entitled: New-to-the-World 

Plastics - A view from the Frontlines. This afternoon session will end with a panel 

discussion moderated by Björn Hoem.  

More information: Ingrid.Verschueren@eupc.org 

 

Plastic carrier bags – EU legislation 

On March 31st 2015, the European Parliament’s ENVI Committee 

voted in favour of Rapporteur Margrete Auken’s Recommendation 

for a second reading on the Commission’s proposal on reducing the 

use of lightweight plastic carrier bags in Europe. This 

Recommendation approves the Council’s position which was based 

on the compromise agreements reached between the Parliament and the Council on 

November 21st 2014. This means the European Parliament is expected to vote at 

plenary level on the Council’s position during the April plenary session (April 27th – 

30th). The Directive would then be signed by the institutions, published in the Official 

Journal and enter into force. The agreed text will require EU28 Member States to 

choose between the introduction of a charge on single-use lightweight plastic bags by 

the end of 2018 or alternatively to adopt measures that ensure the annual 

consumption level does not exceed 90 lightweight plastic carrier bags per capita by 

Dec. 31st 2019 and 40 lightweight plastic carrier bags per capita by Dec. 31st 2025.  

Furthermore, the agreement will introduce the following obligations: i) Member States 

will be required to report annual consumption figures for lightweight plastic carrier 

bags; ii) the Commission will be required to examine the impact of ‘oxo-degradable’ 

plastic carrier bags and draft a Report; iii) the Commission will be required to assess 

the life cycle impacts of options to reduce consumption of lightweight plastic carrier 

bags. The agreed text may be found here. 

More information: Padraig.Nolan@eupc.org 

 

EuPC Food Contact Seminar 

On 23 and 24 April, EuPC held the Food Contact Plastics Seminar 

which this year focused on the European Regulatory System. On the 

agenda were the latest developments in food contact legislation as 

well as the implementation of plastics recycling regulations. Also on 

the programme was the assessment of Non-Intentionally Added 

Substances (NIAS), with a global approach of practical overviews.  
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One of the key speakers of the event was Bastiaan Schupp, Legislative 

Officer of Food Contact Materials at the European Commission’s DG 

Health & Food Safety. A case study was also presented at the seminar, 

using the Plastics Exposure Matrix Webapp, developed by EuPC, FPE, 

PlasticsEurope and Cefic FCA. The results from the case study and a live 

demonstration of the tool were presented during the two-day conference.  

A wide-range of food contact plastics experts and interested stakeholders and 

companies from across Europe attended what was a successful and informative 

seminar. 

More information: Geoffroy.Tillieux@eupc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Petcore Europe organized Workshop on Recycling Rigid PET 

Thermoforms in Brussels 

Petcore Europe recently convened a workshop on the Recycling of 

Rigid PET Thermoforms in Brussels involving fifty leaders and 

experts from the whole PET value chain in Europe. Some of the 

most important companies and organisations from PET producers, 

to converters, users, recyclers, technology providers and collection 

agencies discussed how the industry can work together to make PET thermoforms the 

best recyclable thermoformed packaging in its category. 

The one-day workshop was structured in three parts: Collection and Sorting including 

the current state in different countries like Germany, Belgium, UK and France, 

Packaging Technologies as well as Recycling Technologies. Each session was 

followed by a lively panel debate where participants discussed and shared knowledge. 

“PET is the only value chain that takes care of the complete life-cycle of its products, 

including thermoforms,” outlined Patrick Peuch, Executive Director of Petcore Europe. 

“Therefore, the goal of this workshop was to build and promote a working group to 

specifically update the state-of-the-art in PET thermoforms life-cycle, including design-

for-recycling, packaging technologies, collection, sorting and recycling technologies.” 

Petcore Europe believes that this workshop marks the beginning of a technical 

platform that will be set up involving the most important players of the industry to work 

on improving yet further the recycling of PET. 

More information:  Eva.Schneider@petcore-europe.org  

 

 

Discussion on risk assessments of food contact 

materials using practical tools. From left to right: 

Geoffroy Tillieux (EuPC), Dario Dainelli (Cryovac 

Sealed Air), Paul Troisfontaines (Belgian Institute for 

Public Health), Mike Neal (CPME) 

Q&A with European Commission Food Contact 

Materials Legislative Officer Bastiaan Schupp and 

Food Contact Material Expert of the Regional Public 

Health Authority in Poprad, Slovakia, Milada Sycova 

Carsten Lauridsen (left) and Michael Heyde (right) present to the workshop participants  
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