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On the 28th May, the European Commission has presented a proposal for a Directive on the 
reduction of certain types of products made of plastics (food containers, beverage cups, flexible 

packets & wrappers, plastic cotton buds, cutlery, plates, straws, drink stirrers, sanitary towels, wet 
wipes, cigarette butts, balloons and sticks for balloons) and fishing gears. 

Different single or combined measures are foreseen for each category. In particular, the new rules 
will introduce: 

• Plastic ban on certain products: Where alternatives are readily available and affordable, single-

use plastic products will be banned from the market. The ban will apply to plastic cotton buds, 

cutlery, plates, straws, drink stirrers and sticks for balloons which will all have to be made 
exclusively from more sustainable materials instead. Single-use drinks containers made with 
plastic will only be allowed on the market if their caps and lids remain attached; 

• Consumption reduction targets: Member States will have to reduce the use of plastic food 

containers and drinks cups. They can do so by setting national reduction targets, making 
alternative products available at the point of sale, or ensuring that single-use plastic products 

cannot be provided free of charge; 

• Obligations for producers: Producers will help cover the costs of waste management and clean

-up, as well as awareness-raising measures for food containers, packets and wrappers (such 
as for crisps and sweets), drinks containers and cups, tobacco products with filters (such as 
cigarette butts), wet wipes, balloons, and lightweight plastic bags. The industry will also be 

given incentives to develop less polluting alternatives for these products; 

• Collection targets: Member States will be obliged to collect 90% of single-use plastic drinks 

bottles by 2025, for example through deposit refund schemes; 

• Labelling Requirements: Certain products will require a clear and standardised labelling which 

indicates how waste should be disposed of, the negative environmental impact of the product, 

and the presence of plastics in the products. This will apply to sanitary towels, wet wipes and 
balloons; 

• Awareness-raising measures: Member States will be obliged to raise consumers' awareness 

about the negative impact of littering of single-use plastics and fishing gear as well as about 
the available re-use systems and waste management options for all these products. 

The document is still in a draft form and it is now under the revision of the European Parliament and 
the Council. Institutions’ intention is to approve the proposal in very rapid sequence, so to finalise 

the file by May 2019. 

Meanwhile, the Commission has launched a second public consultation where stakeholder can 
freely comment without the usual questionnaire the proposed measure until July 24th, 2018. The 
consultation can be accessed here. 

For this topic, EuPC has set up a Task Force to provide regulators with all relevant information and 

prepare a comment to the consultation. 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  
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   New Partners for Waste Free Oceans  

By starting a new journey with BAUME, WFO has also opted 

for a fresh new brand logo, created as part of the 

collaboration in preserving the oceans.  For this partnership, 

ocean plastic will be transformed into material that will enable 

BAUME to create a modern, recycled and recyclable product, 

while helping them do their part in cleaning the oceans.  

There is no surprise that many companies have started using recycled plastic to offer consumers 

more sustainable circular products. By connecting businesses with a trusted network of recyclers, 

converters and garment producers, WFO enables them to create innovative products that meet the 

highest standards of quality and safety, while contributing to a better future for our planet.  

More companies have recently joined the movement, including the multinational company Henkel, 

the apparel manufacturer Pielleitalia, the POS/POP manufacturer Plastinsa, the plastics waste 

collector Corepla and the plastics processors Alpla and Semadeni. As public awareness is 

increasing, WFO is confident in its capacity to develop new partnerships worldwide and engage in 

practically oriented actions to reduce the amount of floating debris. 

More information: Letitia.Florea@wastefreeoceans.org  

FOCUS 

   EuPC Packaging ExCom Elections 

During the last EuPC Annual Conference in Milan, the EuPC General 

Assembly has voted on the new composition of the Packaging Executive 

Committee for the period 2018-2020. David Baker, RPC Group Industry 

Affairs Director, will continue to lead the activities, as Chairman of the Group. 

He will be supported by the following Members: Karin Arz, participating on 

behalf of IVK; Jordi Purxals, ANAIP; Jürgen Bruder, IK 

Kunststoffverpackungen; Etienne Van Geet, Essescia: Paolo Glerean, 

Plastics Recyclers Europe, Serge Vassal, Fédération de la Plasturgie; Mike Baxter, EuPF; Davor 

Ujlaki, Croatian Plastics Association; Marco Omboni, Promo/Unionplast Federazione Gomma 

Plastica; Yavuz Erogly, PAGEV; Marcel De Botton, APIP. 

In addition, other members will participate as guests of the Excom: Emmanuel Guichard for Elipso; 

Angela Osma for ANAIP; Barry Turner, British Plastics Federation; Anne-Cécile Colin, Fédération de 

la Plasturgie and David Hausner, Czech Plastics Cluster.  

The first meeting of the Excom in this formation will be September 26th in Brussels. Agenda and 

invitation will follow in due course.  

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org  

   EuPC Recycling Survey - Participate NOW 

The second survey on the use of recycled plastics materials (rPM) by 

plastics converters in Europe is still open for submissions. Launched on the 

22nd January, the deadline for submissions has just been extended until 

the 15th July 2018.  

The survey is open to all European plastics converting companies and 

accessible on the website of Polymer Comply Europe in 7 languages: 

English, German, French, Italian, Spanish, Polish and Turkish. Please click 

the following link to access it: http://bit.ly/rPMSurvey.  

A strong participation in the survey is now more important than ever, as the EU Plastics Strategy 

makes it imperative to gain more knowledge about the use of rPM in the European plastics converting 

industry. The 2nd edition of our European rPM survey will enable EuPC to further identify and specify 

the quality and supply issues we are facing, help us to find appropriate solutions for the future, and 

demonstrate our commitment to a more sustainable plastics economy.  

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://bit.ly/rPMSurvey


EuPC Conference on Plastics in Furniture 

Polymer Comply Europe (PCE) will be organising on the 

29th November 2018 (date tbc) a conference on 

"Polymers for Circular Furniture in Europe" in order to 

enhance the use of recycled plastics in the indoor and 

outdoor furniture market. The workshop will be supported 

by Europur, PRE, EuPC and WFO. 

Several case studies will be analysed and representatives 

of the EU Commission will present the EU regulatory 

framework for the furniture market in Europe.  

For more information or interest in presenting please contact Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org 

FOCUS 

   EuPC Packaging Conference in September 2018 

European Plastics Converters (EuPC) is 

organising the 2nd edition of its Plastics 

Packaging Conference on the 25th September 

2018 in Brussels. Presentations and 

discussions during the conference will focus on 

the implications of the EU Plastics Strategy 

and proposed measures to reduce single-use 

plastics (SUP) for plastic packaging in Europe. 

The conference will take place from 10.00 to 

16.30 at the Vleva conference room, Avenue de Cortenbergh 71, 1000 Brussels. Next to a speaker 

from the European Commission, representatives of plastics converters, recyclers and producers as 

well as brand owners will share their vision for a more circular plastics economy and how 

collaboration in the entire value chain can enhance the sustainability of our plastic products.  

More information about the programme and confirmed speakers will follow soon. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

Vinyl Films and Sheets Europe Association (VFSE) 

has launched the project "Key Sustainability 

Performance Indicators for PVC cling films for 

food" which is co-funded by VinylPlus ®. 

The members of the VFSE packaging group 

(Linpac, Berry, Kalan and Gruppo Fabbri) have 

launched an initiative to raise awareness on the 

sustainability of the PVC cling film. The goal is to highlight the contribution of this packaging 

solution in the prevention of food waste due to its good properties to preserve fresh food. The PVC 

cling film has unique barrier properties which extend the shelf life of products such as meat, fruit, 

vegetables, and cheese. Also as a lightweight material, PVC cling film has environmental benefits.  

According to this, a scientific study has been commissioned to evaluate the sustainable 

performance of the PVC cling film at retailers, food service (restaurants, hospitals, etc.) and 

household application. The study will assess the PVC cling film properties in relation to the 

priorities and targets set by the Paris Agreement and Sustainable Development Goals. The impact 

of avoided food waste will refer to the "zero hunger" criteria, whereas "clean water and sanitation", 

"affordable and clean energy" and "climate action" will be measured through a life cycle analysis. 

Finally the criteria of "responsible consumption and production" unites the vision of VinylPlus® and 

will address the creation of a long-term sustainability framework for the entire PVC cling film value 

chain. 

The publication of the study is foreseen by the end of 2018. 

More information: Maria.Estela.Izquierdo@eupc.org  

Vinyl Films and Sheets Europe (VFSE) Cling Film Project Launched 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
http://www.vfse.org/
http://www.vinylplus.eu


Business4Europe Campaign 

FOCUS 

The Business4Europe campaign for an ambitious EU industrial 

strategy keeps growing. EuPC is part of the initiative together with 

over 125 European associations. At the beginning of July, the 

initiative will publish its third joint position paper, on A Governance 

Structure for an ambitious EU Industrial Strategy. Previous 

position papers were published in October 2017 (For an Ambitious 

EU Industrial Strategy: Going Further) and March 2018 (Setting 

Indicators for an Ambitious EU Industrial Strategy) and can be 

downloaded on EuPC’s website at plasticsconverters.eu/

publications-studies. 

Following the last Franco-German Ministerial Council, both countries’ Ministers of Economy Peter 

Altmaier and Bruno Le Maire issued on the 20th June a joint Paper on Enhancing the 

competitiveness of the EU, in which one of their key recommendations is to “develop a long-term 

and forward-looking Strategy for the EU Industrial Sector up to 2030 and beyond”. You can 

access the paper at https://rebrand.ly/BMWI 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

Petcore Europe is working on higher recyclability, collection and 

sorting of PET packaging. 

The first half of 2018 was very successful for Petcore Europe. The 

association representing the full value chain of the European PET 

industry could welcome twelve new members: BASF, CCL Label, 

Coca-Cola, Du Pont Teijin Films, Danone, Fantastic Plastic, Fuji 

Seal, Graham Packaging Europe, Henkel, LSDH, Logoplaste and 

MacDermid. In three different working groups Petcore Europe is currently striving for higher 

recyclability. In the Opaque and Difficult to Recycle (ODR) PET packaging WG meeting in March 

full-body sleeved PET bottles were in the focus. The Thermoforms WG meeting in May was 

dedicated to the advantages of mono-material PET trays. 

At the beginning of the year Petcore Europe launched additionally the Plastic Aerosol Recycling 

Special Industry Group where the PET recycling and aerosol industry work hand in hand on 

the main areas of concern regarding plastic aerosol recycling: safety in collection and processing, 

yield, contamination. At the moment Petcore Europe is also in close contact with the European 

Commission to increase the rates of PET collection and sorting in Europe. 

If you would like to join Petcore Europe or one of its working groups please contact Sebastian 
Lemp via management@petcore-europe.org  

Petcore Europe News 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
https://www.plasticsconverters.eu/publications-studies
https://www.plasticsconverters.eu/publications-studies
https://rebrand.ly/BMWI


FOCUS 

FOLLOW US! 

 

© EuPC - European Plastics Converters - Av. Cortenbergh 71 - 1000 Brussels - Belgium 

Tel. +32(0)2-732.41.24 - Fax +32(0)2-732.42.18 - www.plasticsconverters.eu  

   EuPC Calendar 2nd Semester 2018 

EuPC has updated the meeting calendar for the 2nd half of 2018. Please find all information in the 

table below.  

 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org 

Upcoming Meetings 

EuPC Packaging Conference 
25 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Packaging Division ExCom  

EuPC Building & Construction ExCom 

26 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee 
27 September 2018 

Brussels 

EuPC Automotive & Transport ExCom 
11 October 2018 (tbc) 

Brussels 

Members Executive Forum 
24 October 2018  

Tbd 

Packaging Division ExCom 
14 November 2018 

Tbd 

EuPC Steering Committee  
15 November 2018 

Tbd 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics

