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Polymers for Europe Alliance 

In the beginning of July, EuPC launched the Polymers for Europe 

Alliance. This forum is free of charge and open to all users of polymers 

in Europe or their respective national and European trade associations. 

Its objective is to support polymer users in Europe with factual public 

information on the status of the polymer supply situation. Through its 

network of national plastics associations EuPC can assist companies in for example 

requesting suspension of certain EU import duties to relieve the current shortages on polymer 

markets. 

As an online information platform, the Polymers for Europe Alliance gives users access to a 

wide range of documents regarding (1) the current polymer market situation and production 

capacity, (2) EU import duties suspensions / quotas proceedings, (3) force majeure analysis 

and (4) legal guidance on joint purchasing agreements. Furthermore, the alliance will initiate 

a study on the aging of polymer sites in Europe and the competitiveness of the plastics 

converting industry, together with industry and independent experts, in order to provide more 

transparency on the future of the industry in Europe. Last but not least, users of the platform 

will have the possibility to rate their polymer suppliers based on which the Best European 

Polymer Producer Award will be awarded. This service will be available in October 2015. 

For more information and to register, please visit                     

www.polymercomplyeurope.eu/what-we-offer/polymers-europe-alliance. 

Author: Eva Schneider, EuPC 

PEF and EN15804, 

where now? 

EU investing in its future – Plastics Construction Solutions conference  

In the aftermath of EU Sustainable Energy Week, leaders of the European 

plastics industry met in Brussels on Wednesday, 24 June, for the 

conference EU investing in its future – Plastics Construction Solutions 

organised jointly by the European Plastics Converters (EuPC) and 

PlasticsEurope which brought together more than 100 participants.  

http://www.polymercomplyeurope.eu/what-we-offer/polymers-europe-alliance.


The event focused specifically on how the plastics industry, and, in particular, 

the building and construction sector, contributes to the European 

Commission’s agenda of growth, jobs, investment and energy efficiency.  

Opening the conference, Czech Member of European Parliament Martina 

Dlabajová and winner of the 2015 MEP Awards in the category “Employment 

and Social Affairs”, underlined the importance of plastics construction to the EU economy. “It 

combines design, innovations and new opportunities for SMEs. The plastics industry brings 

highly qualified jobs to the European labour market. It is therefore crucial to emphasize the 

importance of matching skills and qualifications with the demand of the labour market”. The 

building and construction sector is the second biggest market for plastics in Europe. An 

exhibition of plastics applications and a live demonstration of a flooring installation during the 

conference allowed the participants to understand the important role plastics play in modern 

buildings. In the words of Frédéric Midy, CEO EMEA Aliaxis and Chairman of EuPC’s 

Building & Construction division: “Just try to imagine a world without plastic in construction – 

it’s almost impossible! Plastics products bring solutions and allow innovative developments in 

the field, while keeping in mind the wellbeing of the population. Creating new innovative 

applications that respect sustainable development is a challenge, and definitely an 

opportunity that the industry is ready to address head on”.  

From left to right: Frédéric Midy (CEO EMEA Aliaxis and Chairman of EuPC’s Building & Construction division), Martina 

Dlabajová (Czech MEP), Richard Thommeret (Corporate Strategic Marketing Director Construction & Energy of Solvay) 

Frédéric Midy presenting during the panel session: Building and Construction - a sector for growth? 

EuPC Building & Construction Division, Working Group (WG) Barriers to 

Recycling of Construction Products  

Since the European Commission replaced annex III of Directive 

2008/98/EC by Regulation No. 1357/2014 (December 2014), recyclers 

and converters handling and using post-consumer PVC waste are 

concerned about a likely adverse impact on their business, because 

concentrations of legacy additives in plastic waste may trigger 

classification as ‘hazardous waste’. Currently, this is regarded as the most important barrier 

to recycling and needs to be clarified.  

In co-operation with VinylPlus, EuPC and PRE,  EPPA as leader of EuPC B&C division 

WG2: Barriers to Recycling  of Construction Products initiated and /or participated to a 

number of meetings with officials on national and European level and advocated for PVC 

post-consumer recycling to be exempted from hazardous waste classification. Data were 

delivered to support studies aiming to demonstrate the non-bioavailabilty of encapsulated 

additives such as lead. Those studies showed extremely low migration of those hazardous 

additives into running water. 

The possibility of an exemption from classification was brought up to the Waste Framework 

Directive Technical Adaptation Committee on 29 June. No conclusions have been reached 

so far and more information has been required. In the next months the safety, cost and 

feasibility of various waste management options ranging from exemption from classification 

(EU or National) to operating under dangerous waste regime shall be considered. 

Author: Gerald Feigenbutz, EPPA, Leader of the WG Barriers to recycling of Construction 

Products 



PEF and EN15804, where now? 

An interim report by CEN TC 350 on the addition of  new 

indicators states that, due to the availability 

of  conventional test methods, and their relevance to 

human health and environment, indicators such as particulate matter, 

land use, human toxicity, ecotoxicity, water scarcity and ionizing radiation 

can now be considered appropriate for standardization purposes. It is not yet certain whether 

biodiversity will also be accounted for as a separate indicator. 

The initiative of this technical report came from the Belgian government and is including 

indicators which are present in Product Environmental Footprints (PEF) but, until now, not in 

EN15804. On the other hand, PEF pilots are very helpful in assessing these new indicators, 

the methods and challenges. 

The message of our industry is cooperation and a single method for construction products. 

The work is in progress and, via TEPPFA, a Member of EuPC Building & Construction 

Division’s Working Group Sustainability of Construction Products, has a direct input to the 

ongoing debate. 

Keynote players of this debate will be discussing at a workshop during the TEPPFA Forum 

2016, taking place 4-5 April in Brussels.  

Author: Claudia Topalli, TEPPFA, leader of WG Sustainable buildings & products 

CE marking and Declaration of Performance (DoP) 

Construction Products Europe, representing European building products 

manufacturers, investigated the need to modify the construction product 

regulation regarding CE-Marking and DoP to their Members. 

The first priority is the need for the simplification of the CE-marking on 

products which creates significant implementations burdens (size and 

number of labels). It should be sufficient for the CE-Marking to refer to the DoP. As the DoP 

can be found on the company’s website, there will be much more accuracy and flexibility. 

Author: Thijs Koppers, EPSE, leader of WG CE Marking & Declaration Performance 

Dangerous substances in Construction Products 

The main objective of the Working Group 6 (WG6: Hygiene, health & 

environment/Dangerous Substances), is to monitor ongoing 

developments related to the regulation of dangerous substances in 

construction products.  

In this perspective, WG6 closely follows the works of CEN/TC 351 in 

the development of horizontal standardised assessment methods for harmonised 

approaches relating to the release of regulated dangerous substances under the 

Construction Products Directive (CPD). Recently, ecotoxicological assessment and 

biodegradability of leachate has been proposed by Germany, but delegates of CEN/TC 351 

are not all in agreement.  

Furthermore, WG6 follows the development of an EU classification system for VOC 

emissions of indoor air relevant construction products. In a letter to the European 

Commission, concerns regarding this topic were expressed, in particular the establishment 

of a unique ceiling value (1μg/m3) for Carcinogenic, Mutagenic and Reprotoxic substances 

(CMR) whereas a risk analysis seems a much more relevant approach.  

So far, the WG6 has met three times. As a further plan of action, the WG6 will set up a 

network of national focal points through the National and Sectoral Plastics Association 

(NPA), which can be mobilized to advocate when needed.  

Author: Marc Madec, Fédération de la Plasturgie et des Composites, leader of WG Hygiene, 

Health & Environment/Dangerous Substances 

Proscale workshop on ecoefficiency indicators  

Toxicity and ecotoxicity indicators is becoming an issue relevant for the 

development of Environment Product Declarations for Construction 

Products. Softwares such as Usetox are already used in the frame of life 

cycle assessment.  

On 3 July 2015, the research institute FOBIG, well-known in risk 

assessment, and Thinkstep, a well-known consultancy in life cycle assessment and 

environmental product declaration, presented the results of a pilot project sponsored by 

BASF. The aim of this pilot was to develop a methodology for assessing life cycle impact of 

substances contained in products on ecotoxicity and toxicity exploiting the available 

information generated in the Frame of the Regulation on the Registration, Evaluation and 

Authorization of Chemicals (REACH). The workshop concluded calling for interested parties 

to further develop this project. Can this approach bring another perspective on this dimension 

of life cycle assessment? This will have to be investigated in the future. 

Author: Geoffroy Tillieux, EuPC 



Placard project shows promising results 

Very promising results were reported during a meeting of 

the Placard project held on 8 and 9 July at EuPC 

premises. The project’s objective is to produce a new bio-

based plasticizer for soft PVC in construction applications by using a by-

product of cashew nut shells. The plasticizer is obtained by chemically 

modifying cardanol, an industrial grade yellow oil obtained by vacuum distillation of cashew 

nut shells in liquid form. By using a by-product such as the shells of cashew nuts, the Placard 

plasticizer is not putting pressure on food resources. Production of the Placard plasticizer on 

a pilot scale was carried out at Serichim premises while tests were conducted by Università 

di Salento comparing properties from different high/low molecular weight phthalates and non-

phthalate plasticizers. Placard results demonstrated better plasticizing efficiency than DINP 

and DOTP, thus showing the need for less raw material. Processability and an energy cost 

reduction were other parameters that demonstrated better performance compared to 

selected commercial plasticisers. Remaining tested parameters were comparable with other 

selected plasticizers and showed good stability of properties over time. Additional properties, 

such as the ability to facilitate recycling, will be further investigated and quantified. The 

results will be presented in internal meetings and at relevant conferences by EuPC, who is in 

charge of the dissemination of activities, as well as by Kommi, the project leader. Placard is 

part of the European Union’s Eco-innovation initiative. 

Author: Nikola Svobodova, EuPC 

EPSE Awards 2015 

This year, the European Polycarbonate Sheets Extruders group is organizing 

its 7th Awards Competition to recognize projects made out of polycarbonate 

that are the most innovative, the most sustainable and with the best design. 

The Awards Ceremony will take place on the 3rd of November at the Batimat 

Fair in Paris Nord, Villepinte and will announce the winners. The EPSE Awards 

is an internal, biennial competition and the 2015 Awards is its 7th edition. The aim of the 

event is to promote unique properties of polycarbonate and the wide array of applications in 

which it can be used. Polycarbonate is a material that can easily be worked and modelled 

thus allowing it to be used for virtually any kind of application. It is widely used in the 

construction sector, mainly for big-size installations like stadiums, arenas or Olympic venues. 

PC sheets are commonly used in engineering and, among others, in the automotive, 

electronics and medical industries. More recently, polycarbonate caught the attention of 

interior architects, furniture designers, artists and a number of other niche markets. The jury 

panel will judge the projects in two rounds: first, the judges will grade the projects individually, 

then, together, they will decide on which three projects will be represented in each category. 

The projects selected by the jury will be published on the EPSE website where the public will 

be able to vote on their favourite entry. The public will thus decide on the winning projects. 

Voting will be open to the public as of September. The awards will be given in three 

categories: innovation, sustainability and design. The jury panel is composed of Dipl.-Ing 

Thomas Hegger, Manager  of Fachverband Tageslicht und Rauchschutz e.V; Frédéric Midy, 

CEO of EMEA, Aliaxis and Chairman of the EuPC Building & Construction Division (Jury 

President); Stéphane Miget, Editor in Chief of 5façades; Prof. Ewa Kuryłowicz, General 

Designer and Vice-Chairman of Kuryłowicz & Associates architecture studio; Eric 

Winnepenninckx, Head of Department Standardization, Specifications & Quality of Products 

and Systems of the Belgian Building Research Institute (BBRI). 

Author. Emilia Tarlowska, EPSE 

Joint Research Centre – Resource efficient building study 

In July 2014, as the result of an initiative lead jointly by DG ENV and DG 

GROWTH, the European Commission adopted the Communication on 

Resource Efficiency Opportunities in the Building Sector - COM(2014)

445. This Communication identified the need for a common European 

approach to assess the environmental performance of buildings 

throughout their lifecycle, taking into account the use of resources such as energy, materials 

and water.  

In response to the need identified in the aforementioned Communication, a study to identify 

an EU common framework of indicators to assess the environmental performance of 

buildings will be carried out by the Community Joint Research Center (JRC), during 2015-

2017. 

Whilst the project focuses more on resource efficiency, there seems to be an overlap with 

another project led by DG ENV in cooperation with DG Growth, the Product Environmental 

Footprint Project aiming at developing environmental performance indicators for products in 

general. The JRC project focuses primarily on non-plastic streams. It is, however, necessary 

to ensure coherency in approaches. The plastics industry has therefore required to nominate 

one observer to the project. 

Author: Geoffroy Tillieux, EuPC 



Upcoming Meetings 

B&C WG Sustainable buildings & products and 

WG Barriers to Recycling of Construction Products 

7 or 11 September TBC  

Brussels 

B&C WG Communication 9 September 

Brussels 

B&C EXCOM and Workshop 10 September 

Brussels 

B&C WG CE Marking & Declaration of Performance  22 September 

Brussels 

Packaging EXCOM 28 September 

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee 29 September  

Brussels  

Raw Materials Committee  6 October 

Brussels 

EuPC MEF  14 - 15 October  
Brussels 

EuPC Automotive & Transport  16 November 

Brussels 

Packaging EXCOM 17 November  

Brussels 

EuPC Steering Committee  18 November  

Brussels 
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