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   Draft Programme Published - A Circular Future with Plastics 2019 

IK, Industrievereinignung Kunststoffverpackungen, and EuPC, European Plastics Converters, are 

organising together the 2019 edition of the conference A Circular Future with Plastics. The two-

day event will take place on 13th & 14th June at the Maritim Hotel proArte in Berlin. During the 

morning of the 13th June, the "EuPC Market Divisions" on Packaging, Automotive and Building & 

Construction will take place in parallel, before a session on marine litter is organised by Waste Free 

Oceans in the afternoon. During the conference on the 14th June, representatives of national and 

European politics, CEOs of the plastics industry will share their knowledge and experience about the 

trends of the sector. 

Thursday 13th of June 

09.30-13.00 Market Session on Packaging, Chaired by David Baker, RPC Group Industry Affairs 

Director & Chairman of PCEP. --- Market Session on Building & Construction, Chaired by Myriam 

Tryjefaczka, Sustainability and Public Affairs Director EMEA at Tarkett. --- Market Session on 

Automotive & Transport, Chaired by Claude Clement, President & CEO Europe of Plastic Omnium 

Auto Inergy. 

14.00-16.30 Waste Free Oceans (WFO) Session on Marine Litter, Chaired by Bernard Merkx, Co-

Founder of WFO, Owner/Director of Green Wave Plastics, and Honorary President of Plastics 

Recyclers Europe. 

19.00 Gala Dinner and Award Ceremony of the Best Polymer Produces for Europe Awards. 

Friday 14th of June 

10.00-13.30 Main Conference A Circular Future with Plastics, Moderated by Dr. Melinda Crane, 

and with the confirmed participation of: 

• Renato Zelcher, CEO of Crocco SpA, and EuPC President 

• Roland Straßburger, CEO of SCHÜTZ GmbH & Co. KGaA, and IK President 

• Carlos Monreal, CEO of Plastic Energy, and President of Chemical Recycling Europe 

• Tom Crotty, Director for Corporate Affairs and Communications at the INEOS Group 

• Andreas Gémes, Head of Marketing, Circular Economy Solutions at Borealis 

Access more information and the registration at www.circularfuturewithplastics.eu  
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   MPPE attends Medical Device Coordination Group (MDCG) Subgroups as Observer 

In accordance with the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2017/745 and 

Regulation (EU) 2017/746, the Medical Device Coordination Group (MDCG) 

is characterised as a centralised organisation of qualified individuals with 

medical device and in vitro device experience. It functions at the request of 

the commission to develop common specifications, draft guidance 

documents, oversee and approve applications by conformity assessment 

bodies, and resolve regulatory or other product lifecycle issues.  

According to the regulation, the MDCG recently established subgroups in order to have access to 

the necessary in-depth technical expertise in the field of medical devices including in vitro diagnostic 

medical devices. MPPE will participate in the MDCG subgroups as an observer which was granted 

by the European Commission. The subgroups are: Standards, Clinical Investigation and Evaluation 

(CIE), Borderline & Classification (B&C), Unique Device Identifier (UDI) and Post-Market 

Surveillance and Vigilance (PMSV).  

More information: Mohammad.Hayatifar@eupc.org 

On the 13th March 2019, the EuPC Senior Executives Forum 

was held at the EuPC offices. It was attended by over 45 

participants with a very interesting agenda. External guest 

speakers were present from the EU Commission DG Grow, 

Euromap President as well as market researcher KI. Renato 

Zelcher, EuPC President, highlighted the need to continue the 

efforts of our industry to work all together on the circularity of 

the plastics industry in Europe.  

More positive communication will be needed about the benefits of using our plastic products in an 

ever-changing world with a growing population. He furthermore invited companies to join the EuPC 

SEF as corporate members in order to ensure EuPC will collect the appropriate funds to work on all 

the challenges the industry is facing right now. These challenges include the impact of the draft 

SUP directive, the circularity of polyolefins, or the registration of the use of recycled polymers in 

products. Companies interested in joining the SEF please contact Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org. 

   Report — EuPC Senior Executives Forum 2019 

FOCUS 

On the 21st March 2019, the EuPC Members Executives Forum met to discuss 

the political issues surrounding our plastics converting industry. An update on the 

Plastics Strategy and the draft SUP was provided by Silvia Freni Sterrantino, in 

addition to presentations on the MORE registration tool and the ADCA blowing 

agent. The EuPC 2025 strategy review identified 2 major aspects: more 

coordinated communication with PlasticsEurope and more direct links with 

companies. In general, members feel satisfied with the activities of EuPC and appreciate all 

advocacy work done by the Brussels office in collaboration with national and EU associations. 

More information: Alexandre.Dangis@eupc.org 

   Report — EuPC Members Executives Forum  

On the 6th and 7th March, the European Commission together 

with the European Economic and Social Committee has 

organised the third edition of the Circular Economy – 

Stakeholder Conference in Brussels. 

A two-day event with presentations from industry, NGOs and 

authorities, evolving around the developments and need to 

foster a more circular economy in Europe.  

Myriam Trejefaczka, Chairwoman of EuPC B&C Division, has presented the work of Tarkett in the 

Session dedicated to the leaders of the Circular Economy, while in parallel a whole session of the 

conference was dedicated to plastics with the active participation of Carlo Pettinelli, Director at DG 

Growth. Again, this event has shown how much has been done by the different stakeholders and 

how much is left to be done for plastics and their circularity. More information and presentations are 

available at this link. 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

   EU Circular Economy Stakeholder Conference 
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Sustainable Products in a Circular Economy  

MORE is progressing according to schedule. The tool was tested 

by a selected number of companies in February and March, and 

their  feedback and comments were carefully analysed by the 

MORE team. Currently, the input from the MORE test partners is 

being implemented into the platform. 

MORE will be officially published in April 2019 and available in five EU countries: Germany, France, 

Spain, Italy and the UK. Shortly after, MORE will be launched in Belgium and the Netherlands, 

hence covering over 50% of the recycled polymers used in Europe. In addition, several MORE 

National Coordinators have been appointed and they will participate in the national monitoring 

process, to ensure better coordination with national plastic converting industries. Moreover, 

representatives of the civil sector (NGOs) will be asked to join this monitoring effort and participate 

in a reporting procedure towards European and national authorities.  

Together we can make MORE effort to reach EU targets towards 2025. Feel free to get in touch via 

email: Marjan.Ranogajec@eupc.org or more@pceu.eu 

FOCUS 

A few days prior to the Stakeholders Conference, the European 

Commission published a Staff Working Document on the EU product policy 

for products. It follows the publication of consultations launched last year 

and it focuses on the existing policies for different groups of products, while 

also identifying the potential for improvement.  

The analysis is based on a precedent Study of 2014 that identified the materials that have the 

biggest impact from a circular economy perspective, and identified the following priority materials: 

agricultural products and waste, wood and paper, plastics, metals and phosphorous. Subsequently, 

the study has assessed which product categories contain large quantities of these materials, or for 

which much of these materials are used in their production, indicating a high potential for circularity. 

The product categories are: packaging; food; electronic and electrical equipment; transport; 

furniture; building and construction; apparel and fabrics; and cleaning and cosmetics. The document 

can be accessed here. Its main conclusions are:  

• Policies systematically targeting circularity for specific sectors, such as set out for plastics in 

the Plastics Strategy, are not in place in other relevant sectors such as textiles, furniture and food; 

• Eco-design polices have successfully been used to stimulate circularity for energy-related 

products but these policies are not yet applied in other relevant sectors; 

• There is not yet a systematic assessment of synergies between policies and legislation that 

interacts with product policies, in particular consumer protection policies. This includes issues 

related to premature obsolescence of products, rights of consumers or effective and affordable 

repair services. This also applies to synergies with policies on climate change and air pollution; 

• Measurement and assessment tools such as Product Environmental Footprint methods for the 

verification and substantiation of green claims on the environmental performance of products have 

been developed, but are not yet applied to their full potential. 

More information: Silvia.Freni-Sterrantino@eupc.org 

Update on MORE - MOnitoring Recyclates for Europe 

At the beginning of March, the Industry4Europe coalition issued a 

new Joint Call addressed to all Heads of State and Government in 

preparation of the European Council that took place on 21-22 March. 

Supported by 136 European and 396 national industrial Associations, the 

Joint Call sets out the coalition's aim to convince the Heads of State and 

Government to make a pledge to put industry at the top of the political agenda of the EU during the 

next institutional cycle (2019-2024). The Joint Call is also available in 22 languages and for each 

Member State of the EU. These are available in the publications section of the Industry4Europe 

website. The main EU version is available here: A Joint Call to the Heads of State and Government  

Furthermore, the Industry4Euope coalition hosted an event together with the European Economic 

and Social Committee (EESC) to examine “EU industrial policy - Results and prospects for the next 

institutional cycle”. With the participation of high-level speakers from the European Commission, the 

European Parliament, the Romanian Presidency of the Council, the EESC, European industry and 

trade unions, this roundtable provided a unique opportunity to highlight and celebrate the 

contribution of industry to jobs and growth in Europe. 

More information: Felix.Miessen@eupc.org  

Update Industry4Europe Coalition 
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Food Contact Conference — 11/12 April 2019 

On 11 - 12 April 2019, in Brussels, Polymer Comply 

Europe (PCE), on behalf of European Plastics 

Converters (EuPC), will hold its 6th edition of 

the European Food Contact Plastics Seminar. This 

year, the seminar will focus on Improving transparency 

throughout the supply chain.  

The first day of the seminar will be dedicated to the main regulatory issues impacting food contact 

plastics manufacturers and the entire supply chain. Experts from the industry and academia will 

focus on regulatory and scientific developments in the food contact-related dossiers of e.g. 

Titanium Dioxide, Endocrine Disrupters or Nanomaterials. Representatives of several brand 

owners will present case studies from their perspectives in the supply chain on how they ensure 

efficient transfer of information throughout the chain (such as Declaration of Compliance) and what 

processes they have in place to ensure compliance with the EU food contact regulations. Among 

others, we will hear the perspectives of Coca-Cola and Nestlé. 

On the second day, we will welcome the representatives of the European Commission and the 

Food Contact Materials Team of DG Santé who will give us an update on the current Evaluation of 

the Framework Regulation No. 1935/2004. Furthermore, the opportunities for improvement of the 

regulations to streamline enforcement by national authorities will be discussed by the Irish Food 

Safety Authority. EuPC will present the preliminary results of the joint project of EuPC and Joint 

Research Centre (JRC) on the identification of Non-Intentionally Added Substances (NIAS). And 

we will also hear the perspective of companies involved in the recycling of food contact plastics. 

The programme and registration here. 

More information: Martin.Policar@eupc.org  

FOCUS 

Upcoming Meetings 

Raw Materials Committee 
May 2019 (date tbc) 

Brussels 

EuPC Annual Meeting 
13/14 June 2019 

Berlin 

https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-plastics-converters?trk=company_logo
https://twitter.com/EuPCplastics
https://polymer-comply-europe.prezly.com/european-food-contact-plastics-seminar-2019-one-month-to-go
mailto:martin.policar@eupc.org

