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PART I

2018 
CONGRESSIONAL 
ELECTION OUTLOOK
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Do you expect to vote in the primary for US Senate, US 
Congress, and California Governor on June 5, 2018?

90%
Yes, I plan to vote in the primary

● 95% of Trump voters
● 90% of Clinton voters

10%
No, I do not plan to vote in the primary
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Primary Outlook - Long Ballot, No Descriptions
Polling based only on respondents who said they would vote in the primary (680 respondents) 

15%
Young Kim, 
Republican

10%
Gil Cisneros, 

Democrat

7%
Steve Vargas, 

Republican

6%
Shawn Nelson, 

Republican

4% Phil Janowicz, Democrat. 4% Mai-Khanh Tran MD, Democrat. 5% Steve Cox, Independent. 2% Camilla Kuo Liou, Democrat. 2% Andrew Sarega, Republican. 3% 
John Cullum, Republican. 1% Ted Rusk, Democrat. 1% Suzi Park Leggett, Democrat. 1% Nathan Troutman, Democrat. 1% Sophia Alexander, Independent. 0% Karen Lee 

Schatzle, Independent. 0% Cybil Steed, Democrat. 1% Mark Gaouette, Republican. 1% Herbert Lee, Democrat. 1% Ted Alemayhu, American Independent. 1% Melissa 
“Sharkie” Garza, none. 1% Phil Liberatore, none. 8% of voters who indicated they would vote in the primary would choose not to vote given this field.

12%
Bob Huff, 

Republican

8%
Andy Thorburn, 

Democrat

5%
Sam Jammal, 

Democrat

5%
Jay Chen, Democrat
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Primary Outlook - Long Ballot, candidates with a * had descriptions 
Numbers in parentheses show change from long ballot without descriptions
Polling based only on respondents who said they would vote in the primary (680 respondents) 

21%
Young Kim, 

Republican* (+6)

11%
Bob Huff, 

Republican* (-1)

7%
Steve Vargas, 
Republican*

5%
Mai-Khanh Tran MD, 

Democrat* (+1)

5% Sam Jammal, Democrat*. 2% Phil Janowicz, Democrat*. 1% Suzi Park Leggett, Democrat. 1% Cybil Steed, Democrat. 1% Nathan Troutman, Democrat. 2% Steve Cox, 
Independent. 1% Sophia Alexander, Independent. 0% Karen Lee Schatzle, Independent. 2% Andrew Sarega, Republican*. 1% John Cullum, Republican*. 2% Mark 

Gaouette, Republican*. 1% Herbert Lee, Democrat. 0% Ted Alemayhu, American Independent. 0% Melissa “Sharkie” Garza, none. 0% Phil Liberatore, none. 1% Camilla 
Kuo Liou, Democrat. 4% of voters who indicated they would vote in the primary would choose not to vote given this field.

13%
Gil Cisneros, 

Democrat.* (+3)

9%
Andy Thorburn, 
Democrat.* (+1)

7%
Shawn Nelson, 
Republican* (+1)

5%
Jay Chen, 
Democrat*



Bob Huff, 
Republican

Andy Thorburn, 
Democrat

Gil Cisneros 
Democrat
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Primary Outlook - Narrowed ballot, All With Descriptions
Polling based only on respondents who said they would vote in the primary (680 respondents) 

22%
Young Kim, 
Republican

19% 16% 16%

7% said Jay Chen, Democrat. 6% said Mai-Khanh Tran MD, Democrat. 9% said Shawn Nelson, Republican. 4% of 
voters who indicated they would vote in the primary would choose not to vote given this field.



● With the Democratic vote split between several 
candidates, there is a real possibility of two 
Republicans advancing to the general election.

● That said, in a narrowed field, the Republican 
vote is split between 3 candidates, and the 
Democratic vote is split between 4.

● Clearly, the more Democrats there are on the 
primary ballot, the higher the chances that none 
of them will finish in the top two.
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PRIMARY ELECTION SCENARIO TAKEAWAYS

● Among Democrats, Gil Cisneros and Andy 
Thorburn are roughly even at the moment.

● Cisneros and Thorburn have a sizeable lead 
over the rest of the Democratic field, regardless 
of which version of the field is presented.
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Do you expect to vote in the general election for US Congress, US Senate, 
and California Governor on November 6, 2018?

93%
Yes, I plan to vote in the general election

● 97% of Trump voters
● 92% of Clinton voters

7%
No, I do not plan to vote in the general 

election
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In the November general election for US Congress, if the choice was 
between a Republican and a Democrat, who would you pick?

36%
Definitely the 

Democrat

● 76% of Clinton 
voters

35%
Definitely the 
Republican

● 80% of Trump 
voters

7%
Probably the 

Democrat

● 10% of Clinton 
voters

● 19% of Stein 
voters

9%
Probably the 
Republican

● 15% of Trump 
voters

● 35% of Johnson 
voters

3% said Do not plan to vote. 9% said Undecided. 
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When it comes to voting for Congress this year, are you more enthusiastic, 
less enthusiastic, or as enthusiastic about voting?

40%
More enthusiastic

● 40% of Trump 
voters

● 51% of Clinton 
voters

34%
About the same

● 38% of Trump 
voters

● 32% of Clinton 
voters

16%
Less enthusiastic

10%
Unsure

● 16% of Trump 
voters

● 11% of Clinton 
voters
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GENERAL ELECTION SCENARIO TAKEAWAYS

●Clinton voters are significantly more likely than Trump voters to be undecided 
about supporting a Democrat in November.

●But Clinton voters are more “enthusiastic” about this election.



THANK YOU
Contact: Katie Merrill, Fight Back CA, katie@fightbackca.com
     Ben Greenfield, ben@changeresearch.com
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