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Greetings from the Institute for Religion, Peace and Justice! 
 
Now is the time to start thinking about applying for the winter semester of IRPJ’s Certificate program: 
January 3 to April 3, 2019. 

Have you wanted to learn more about practical nonviolent alternatives to military interventions for 
alleviating injustice and working towards peace in our world? Have you wanted to learn more about 
the role of religion in both violence and peace? And have you ever wondered how we can account 
for the portrayals of God’s violence in the Old Testament? 

The three courses for the winter semester will help you answer these and many more questions: 

RS 5583/3583 – Practical Nonviolence and Peacebuilding 

RS 5882/3882 – Religion, Peace and Conflict 

RS 5182/3182 – Peace and Violence in the Old Testament 

For full course descriptions and more information on the Certificate, visit www.irpj.org/certificate 

For tuition rates from credit to audit, full Certificate to single courses, visit www.irpj.org/tuition 

Meet our Core Faculty and Guest Lectures by visiting www.irpj.org/core-faculty and 
www.irpj.org/guest-lecturers 

*** The application deadline is December 15, 2018, so apply soon to reserve your spot by 
filling out the application form: www.ssu.ca/irpj-application *** 

Have questions? Visit www.irpj.org/faq or contact the IRPJ Director: andrewklager@ssu.ca 

Student Testimonials: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"It's hard for me to put into words the personal transformation that I have undergone in such a short 
period of time. I initially wanted to take university courses just to keep my mind challenged, as I am now 
retired. I wanted to take online theology courses just purely out of interest and convenience. Through 
haphazard circumstances or divine intervention, I found this program online. I have evolved from pure 
knowledge-based needs to restoring a spiritual relationship with God and Jesus Christ. But the best part 
are the internal effects this program has had on me. I have taken what I have learned and applied it to 
my daily life and seem to have developed much more tolerance in those areas that I have conflicting 
views (i.e., politics). I am a Canadian who now resides in the USA. I had become very angry and fearful 
at the political and social aggressiveness that seemed pervasive in this country. Now I am much more 
understanding and patient of the current situation. I have developed skills that help me so much with my 
personal relationships with my family and very close friends. As I continue with the program, I know I will 
continue to evolve as a more spiritual and better person, maybe to the point where I can apply the 
various tools that I have learned to the greater community." —Michelle Martin (graduate student)  
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"This Certificate program is urging me 
to dive deeper into my own spiritual 
practices. I am learning how to weave 
my passion for justice and peace with a 
robust theology. The online learning 
platform is intuitive and interactive. It is 
the best experience of distance 
learning I have participated in, mostly 
because the content is just so rich."  
—Justin Eisinga (graduate student) 
 

"Although I am only just over a month into the 
IRPJ program, I am already gaining more 
confidence in moving forward into peace and 
justice work. The teachings from Andrew 
Klager and Brad Jersak along with the variety 
of course materials (from readings, videos, 
and exceptional guest lecturers) are 
establishing a firm foundation upon which to 
build a peacemaking lifestyle and vocation."  
—Deborah Coutts-Smith (graduate student) 
 

"The Institute for Religion, Peace and 
Justice at St Stephen’s University is 
something I have been looking for for 
a very long time. In this first half of the 
first semester I have found it to 
intersect precisely with my personal 
interests, the need for this material in 
the church and world today, and the 
level of professional expertise and 
challenge I expect from a graduate 
level course. The two instructors bring 
a rich variety of knowledge and 
personal experience of the 
peacemaking process to the table, 
and the guest lecturers have been 
carefully chosen to enrich the 
experience. This Certificate program 
has helped turn my personal focus in 
a direction I have greatly needed! 
Thank you."  
—Peter Bell (graduate student) 
 

"I’m so happy ... surprisingly happy to be 
studying again! IRPJ and St. Stephen's 
University made it easy for me to jump 
back in after 30 years away from 
textbooks and exams. I love the course 
content, the push to dig deeper in the 
reading material, and the challenge to 
write academically. I just wish I could clear 
my schedule so I could study all day!"  
—Evy Klassen (graduate student) 

“The program is excellent! It has the 
flexibility for people like me living on the 
other side of the globe. … It simply is 
wonderful!”  
—Jonathan Soriano (graduate student) 


