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SAUNAC
Welcome to the third newsletter for Sustainability Alliance of Urban Networks in Asian Cities 
(SAUNAC), funded by the European Union’s Eramus+ programme. 

Development of SAUNAC Smart Sustainable Vietnamese 
Cities (SSVC) module

In the months following the last meeting in Hanoi in May 2017, Vietnamese 
partner universities have been examining the existing course materials 
developed by European partners for their implementation in Vietnam. 

SAUNAC partners met for 4 days between 16-19 October to start to develop 
the SSVC module together. The main goal of the course development was 
to support the modernisation of Vietnamese partner university curricula. 
As one of our member universities Directors said, ‘’Besides conducting 
project designed activties, the project spirit is already incfluencing 
the current teaching practice at HUCE. The active mode of teaching, 
with interactions amongst teachers and students, and the curricula 
development methods learnt from SAUNAC are now being applied 
in the Environmental Engineering Department of HUCE.” 

Viet-Anh Nguyen (Assoc. Prof., PhD.)
Director, Institute of Environmental Science and Engineering, 

Hanoi University of Civil Engineering (HUCE).  

During the week, partners  worked together to deliver a series of presentations 
and workshops to make the materials suitable for use in Vietnamese 
universities. Each of the workshops examined Course Description, Student 
Learning objectives, Learning methods, team working, required course 
materials , duration of reaching, the assessment system and grading/
evaluation. The week’s activities enabled SAUNAC partners to work 
together to refocus the SSVC content to suite the Vietnamese context. The 
next steps will be making the students learning journey visible.
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COURSE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS

The full SSVC Module is worth 15 credit points (ECTs) consisting of 5 courses. Each were developed 
during the week. The 5 courses include:

1. SSVC Introduction and Methodology
2. Design for Social Sustainability
3. Sustainable Entrepreneurship
4. Engineering Sustainable Cities
5. The Urban Sustainability Challenge

Ensuring that all provision being developed by the partners is suitable for the Vietnamese university 
system is key to ensuring the successful adaptation and adoption in Vietnam. Rigorous analysis and 
discussion took place in relation to each course around 4 key areas:

Course Consideration Workshop Considerations
Objectives • Are the objectives clearly defined and clearly linked to 

methods, materials and timing?
Methods & Methodology • Is the methodology linked to the Learning Objectives?

• Is it understandable by students?
• Does it involve practical skills in addition to research skills?
• Is team work amongst students included? Could these groups 

be interdisciplinary?
• Does the course link to the skills and content needed in 

Course 5?
Course Materials • Is the list of reading materials sufficient or is it too extensive 

for the Vietnamese situation? Does it fit the length and con-
tent of the course?

• Is access to course materials an issue? Are they available on-
line? Are they available in Vietnamese?

• Are the existing teaching materials used in European partner 
universities available for sharing?

• What resources are available online at no cost?
Other/Timing • Is the duration of the course suitable to deliver learning 

content?
• Into which degree courses  within the university can the 

courses be integrated— could these be more than 1 degree 
course?
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Entrepreneurial Thinking is a key 
feature running throughout all 
aspects of SAUNAC, not only for 
its place in Course 4 ‘ Sustainable 
Entrepreneurship’, but also in 
a wider context of innovative 
learning methods which runs 
through all of the Course Design 
workshops held during the week.  

To assist partners in understanding 
better something which perhaps 
does not traditionally sit naturally 
within some subject areas, 
Manchester Met University 
produced a video of what 
Entrepreneurial Thinking means 
to Clair Baird, Senior Lecturer in 
Enterprise at Manchester Met. 

Some of the key skills include:

Innovation: looking at what 
is already in existence and 
adapting it or looking out how 
bringing in different resources or 
bringing in new individuals can 
actually create a stronger or a 
better solution to a problem.

Negotiation: working with 
wider stakeholders, people who 
can contribute to your aim, can 
contribute to the project you 
are working on, in a variety of 
different ways. 

Communication: another 
important skill is to work 
out what you can offer and 
potentially what you can receive 
in return from the stakeholders.

Problem-solving: So many entrepreneurial 
opportunities and ideas emerge from existing problems, 
and that is another aspect of the entrepreneurial mind-
set. 

CREATING REGIONAL NETWORKS 
IN SUSTAINABILITY

Creating regional networks in sustainability, consisting 
of cities, private companies, regional public authorities, 
NGOs and other relevant stakeholders, and involving them 
in delivery is essential to ensuring SAUNAC outcomes. 

Stakeholder organisations are important in the delivery of 
SAUNAC for several reasons: 

• Inputting into course development and feedback on 
content

• As sponsors of student projects
• As evaluators and assessors
• As employers

Building on the work carried out in Hanoi in May to assist 
partners to identify the most relevant stakeholders for 
involvement in SAUNAC activities, Dr Tamara McNeill from 
Manchester Metropolitan University ran a short workshop 
for partners. The aim was to identify barriers they may 
be facing with regards to stakeholder engagement and to 
work as a team to identify solutions. The activity will be 
scaled up through a questionnaire to aid the creation of a 
good practice guide for Stakeholder Engagement. 

ENTREPRENEURIAL
THINKING
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Staff from Vietnam National University have been actively promoting the opportunities for Stakeholder 
involvement in SAUNAC, including:

• attending and presenting at the International Conference on Green Technologies for Sustainable 
Water to seek clients in relation to Course 5, in relation to waste  water and sludge treatment;

• discussing with 2 other clients about appropriate sites for authentic task implementation;
• attending a meeting with Thanh Hoa People Committee and functioning departments to introduce 

to them the SAUNAC project for wider dissemination and exploitation

ENGAGING WITH STAKEHOLDERS - 
VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY

SAUNAC IS LEADING TO NEW FORMAL UNIVERSITY 
PARTNERSHIPS
Added value from the cooperation Erasmus+ activity often comes in the form of new opportunities 
and collaborations between partnering organisations. This is already starting to happen within 
the SAUNAC partnership. In July 2017 The University of Applied Science (Utrecht) hosted a visit 
from Vietnam National University to sign a Letter of Intent for further co-operation between these 
Universities that will enable future exchanges of staff, students and new research collaborations. 
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SAUNAC REPRESENTED AT INNOVATION AND STARTUP 
WEEK 2017, HO CHI MINH CITY

Project Coordinator Henna Knuutila shared the aims of SAUNAC and its role in boosting new 
collaborations the Innovation at the Start-up Week 2017 in October in Ho Chi Minh City.   

The Vice Chairman of the Municipal People’s Committee Le Thanh Liem said: 
“Ho Chi Minh City defines a sustainable economic development model toward 
intellectual economy and green growth based on science-technology, innovation, 
and start-ups”….and that “local authorities have put forth a number of policies 
and mechanisms to support start-up and innovation activities such as launching a 
programme to support small-and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) and improving 
their competitiveness and international integration in 2016-2020, implementing the 
Government’s Resolution supporting businesses through 2020, and plans to improve 
the start-up ecosystem in the city”.
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Accompanied by several ministers and more than 
100 companies, Prime Minister Phuc spent 3 days in 
the Netherlands 9 -11th July. Alongside Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte, the two leaders witnessed the 
signing of agreements for the continuous collaboration 
between the countries’ businesses and governments.  
Martijn Rietbergen had the honor to present the SAUNAC 
project to Prime Minister Phuc during a round table 
meeting  on the topic of Smart Cities. 

SAUNAC PRESENTED TO PRIME 
MINISTER OF VIETNAM

In this conference, several issues 
related to Higher education from 
Asian HEIs such as university 
governance, training system, etc, 
also were discussed and targeted 
to build capacity, all issues very 
much at the heart of the SAUNAC 
activity. 

BINH DUONG SMART 
CITY SUMMIT 2017 

Representatives of The University 
of Danang, University of Science 
and Technology (DUT) attended 
the Binh Duong Smart City 
Summit 2017, organised by the 
Binh Duong People’s Committee 
and the Netherlands Consulate 
General in Ho Chi Minh City, 
Vietnam on 27 November. 

SAUNAC project was presented 
to the 1,000 delegates at the 
Smart City Exhibition alongside a 
number of exhibitions to introduce 
high-tech products, information 
technology applications, digital 
technology in the trend of 
industrial revolution 4.0, Smart 
Cities and also an audience made 
up of  dynamic young people and 
startups to show their innovative 
ideas.

A CONFERENCE ON COOPERATION 
IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
ORGANISED BY THE EU

A Regional Conference on Higher Education organized by 
The Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency 
(EACEA) together with the Delegation of the European 
Union to Myanmar was held in Yangon, Myanmar in 
November 2017. The Conference provided the chance to 
enhance the cooperation in Higher Education among EU 
and ASEAN countries. 4 countries from Asian including 
Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar participated in 
the event. 

The event involved a Cluster meeting with all the Higher 
Education Institutes (HEIs) that were selected for funding 
in 2015, 2016 and 2017 by Erasmus+. The SAUNAC project 
is one of the 8 projects that was chosen to present at 
the Conference. A representative from Hue University 
of Sciences presented the objectives, outcomes and 
the positive impacts of SAUNAC project in the current 
higher education program of the partner Universities from 
Vietnam. 
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At the summit Mr. Phan Nhu 
Thuc, from DUT, a member of 
SAUNAC introduced the project 
to Mr. Carel Richter, Consul 
General - Consulate General of 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
in Ho Chi Minh City. 

STUDENT 
INVOLVEMENT 
IN SAUNAC IN 
UTRECHT 

The ICT Devices Research Group 
of the University of Applied 
Science, Utrecht, commissioned 
a group ICT students to 
investigate the opportunities for 
developing an IoT (Internet of 
Things) technology that could 
contribute to the sustainability of 
Vietnamese cities .
 
The group of ICT students 
decided to design, build and test 
a prototype IoT solution that can 
measure local air pollution via 
a  citizen-led  wearable device 
which, collects and measures air 
quality, and displays the data on 
a dashboard.

SELF-ASSESSMENT REPORT AND 
PLAN FOR THE PLACEMENT OF 
THE SSVC COURSE 

SAUNAC has started to produce a number of its expected 
deliverables, one of which is the Self Assessment 
Report and Plan for the Placement of the SSVC Course, 
which is essential and helps facilitate the strategic and 
sustainable implementation of SAUNAC activities.  

The report published in October 2017, aims to define     
environmental and urban development issues relating to 
spatial planning and urban planning law. The connection 
between the growth of cities and the population, and 
the impacts on environmental quality are explored to 
determine gaps and recommend appropriate measures to 
fill the gaps. 

The report shows that responsibilities for urban planning 
in Vietnam are divided between ministries and different 
levels of government. The planning system is unnecessarily 
complex, bureaucratic, and highly centralized. Laws and 
decrees that guide the administrative procedures are 
ambiguous, out-dated, and impractical. Collaboration 
between agencies involving planning, preparation 
and implementation is poor. Environmental and urban 
planners are considered architects, engineers, or in some 
cases, economists. There is no professional registration or 
certification of urban planners because of the absence of 
education programs in environmental and urban planning. 

Strengthening the capacity of institutions on urban planning 
is critical for the improvement of urban development in 
Vietnam, to meet the challenges of rapid urbanization and 
the transition to a market oriented economy – following 
the Vietnam Urban Development Orientation and Strategy 
with Vision toward year 2050 of Prime Minister of Vietnam. 
The new approach of urban planning, is discussed in this 
report which is available in the News section of www.
saunac.eu 
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www.saunac.eu

Sustainability Alliance of Urban Networks in Asian Cities

@SAUNACproject

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication 
[communication] reflects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible 
for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.


