SUMMARY OF COURSE PILOT

Course 2 - Design for Social Sustainability
Under the dry run for Course 2 - Design for Social Sustainability, 15 MCMUNRE students, 8 HUS students
and 5 students each from DUT, VNU HUS, HU, and NUCE took part in trialing the course over a five-day
period in Ho Chi Minh City University of Natural Resources and Environment.
Led by Dr. Phan Nhu Thuc (DUT) and Dr. Dang Quang Hai (DUT), and assisted by Dr. Nguyen Thi Thanh
Van (HCMUNRE), the following topics were covered during the trial:
Topic 1 - Introduction
Topic 2 - Quality and needs
Topic 3 - Building blocks for social sustainability
Topic 4 - Stakeholder analysis
Topic 5 - Behaviour change
Topic 6 - Case studies and comparison
The dry run included lectures, Q&A sessions, group work discussions, individual reading and presentation,
a field trip, assignments, and course implementation, evaluation, and report.
The course includes one main group discussion and three assignments:
1. Group discussion and presentation of the following themes: Sustainable Development Goals and
Challenge of Sustainable Development; Quality and Needs; Stakeholder Analysis; Sustainable
Waste Management Behaviour in the Workplace; Green Growth and Circular Economy; and an
Analysis of Social Sustainability Considerations Scores and Similarities and Differences of the Case
Studies.
2. Assignment 1: Individual report ‘Based on the literature you studied, what do you think are the
types of needs and wishes that should be included in any survey used to assess the level of social
sustainability in a neighbourhood or a smart city?’
3. Assignment 2: Group report on the survey outcomes of the social sustainability for the Green
square neighbourhood.
4. Assignment 3 (Final examination): Group report on designing and planning a socially sustainable
neighbourhood for a new neighbourhood that best fits the needs of the population.
Participants in the dry-run provided feedback on the course. Overall, they reported that the course was
well prepared, the lectures were set up well for online use and were effective, and that student
participation was active and effective.

As this was the first trial, participants also noted a number of limitations - they recommend that facilities,
such as internet and microphone, be improved and that contacts and responses between students and
facilitators/lectures could, at times, be improved.
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