




Luke was a Gentile believer, who

was a physician by trade. He was a

close associate of the Apostle Paul.



1Inasmuch as many have undertaken to

compile an account of the things

accomplished among us, 2just as they

were handed down to us by those who

from the beginning were eyewitnesses

and servants of the word,

(Luke 1:1-2)



What Luke wrote in his gospel was

handed down by those who were with

Jesus from the beginning, and were

eyewitnesses and servants of the word.



3it seemed fitting for me as well, having

investigated everything carefully from

the beginning, to write it out for you in

consecutive order, most excellent

Theophilus; 4so that you may know the

exact truth about the things you have

been taught.

(Luke 1:3-4)



Luke’s job in writing was to investigate

everything carefully, and to write things

down in consecutive; chronological,

order, so the reader would know the

truth concerning Jesus Christ.



Luke begins at the very beginning

of Jesus’ earthly life.



Luke sets the stage for Jesus’ birth by

writing about John the Baptist, who

according to Old Testament prophecy

was to prepare the way for the coming

Messiah.



1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of

Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate

was governor of Judea, and Herod was

tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother

Philip was tetrarch of the region of

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias

was tetrarch of Abilene,

(Luke 3:1)



2in the high priesthood of Annas and

Caiaphas, the word of God came to

John, the son of Zacharias, in the

wilderness.

(Luke 3:2)





The public ministries of both John the

Baptist and Jesus began around AD 27.



3And he came into all the district around

the Jordan, preaching a baptism of

repentance for the forgiveness of sins;
4as it is written in the book of the words

of Isaiah the prophet,

(Luke 3:3-4a)



“The voice of one crying in the

wilderness, ‘Make ready the way of the

Lord, make His paths straight. 5‘Every

ravine will be filled, and every mountain

and hill will be brought low; the crooked

will become straight, and the rough

roads smooth; 6and all flesh will see the

salvation of God.’”

(Luke 3:4b-6)



John’s role was to make ready the way

of the Lord; to prepare a straight path

for the coming Messiah.



It meant preparing the hearts of the

people, so that their hearts would be

ready; have a clear path to receiving

the Messiah.





As those who profess faith in Jesus

Christ, we too are to prepare the way

for others to come to know Jesus.



9But you are a chosen race, a royal

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for

God’s own possession, so that you may

proclaim the excellencies of Him who has

called you out of darkness into His

marvelous light; 10for you once were not a

people, but now you are the people of God;

you had not received mercy, but now you

have received mercy.
(1 Peter 2:9-10)



SDJCC Mission Statement

“Our mission is to grow in Christ 

and share the Word of God with all; 

having special resources to reach 

Japanese and Asian people.”



9And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a

vision, “Do not be afraid any longer, but go

on speaking and do not be silent; 10for I am

with you, and no man will attack you in

order to harm you, for I have many people

in this city.”

(Acts 18:9-10; Paul in Corinth)



John Alvarado exhorted us to
“Remember, do not forget. There
are things worth fighting for and
dying for. We need to have the
courage to step out in faith. There is
yet work for us to do.”
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11For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes

in Him will not be disappointed.” 12For there

is no distinction between Jew and Greek;

for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding

in riches for all who call on Him; 13for

“Whoever will call on the name of the Lord

will be saved.”

(Romans 10:11-13)



14How then will they call on Him in whom

they have not believed? How will they

believe in Him whom they have not heard?

And how will they hear without a preacher?
15How will they preach unless they are

sent? Just as it is written, “How beautiful

are the feet of those who bring good news

of good things!”

(Romans 10:14-15)



16However, they did not all heed the good

news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has

believed our report?” 17So faith comes from

hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

(Romans 10:16-17)



Like John the Baptist,

let us do the same!


