
What does it mean to be

fully devoted to God?

What does such

devotion look like?



In John the Baptist, we see someone

who was fully devoted to God, and

who understood and fulfilled His

calling as the forerunner to the Christ.



1Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of

Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate

was governor of Judea, and Herod was

tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother

Philip was tetrarch of the region of

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias

was tetrarch of Abilene,

(Luke 3:1)



2in the high priesthood of Annas and

Caiaphas, the word of God came to

John, the son of Zacharias, in the

wilderness. 3And he came into all the

district around the Jordan, preaching a

baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins;

(Luke 3:2-3)



4as it is written in the book of the words

of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one

crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready

the way of the Lord, make His paths

straight.

(Luke 3:4)



5‘Every ravine will be filled, and every

mountain and hill will be brought low;

the crooked will become straight, and

the rough roads smooth; 6and all flesh

will see the salvation of God.’”

(Luke 3:5-6)



John the Baptist preached a

baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins.



7So he began saying to the crowds who

were going out to be baptized by him,

“You brood of vipers, who warned you

to flee from the wrath to come?
8Therefore bear fruits in keeping with

repentance, and do not begin to say to

yourselves,

(Luke 3:7-8b)



‘We have Abraham for our father,’ for I

say to you that from these stones God

is able to raise up children to Abraham.
9Indeed the axe is already laid at the

root of the trees; so every tree that does

not bear good fruit is cut down and

thrown into the fire.”

(Luke 3:8c-9)



John’s preaching demanded repentance.

Much like the Old Testament prophets,

he did not pull any punches, but

declared God’s judgments clearly. Thus,

his preaching elicited a response!



10And the crowds were questioning him,

saying, “Then what shall we do?” 11And

he would answer and say to them, “The

man who has two tunics is to share with

him who has none; and he who has

food is to do likewise.”

(Luke 3:10-11)



12And some tax collectors also came to

be baptized, and they said to him,

“Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he

said to them, “Collect no more than

what you have been ordered to.”

(Luke 3:12-13)



14Some soldiers were questioning him,

saying, “And what about us, what shall

we do?” And he said to them, “Do not

take money from anyone by force, or

accuse anyone falsely, and be content

with your wages.”

(Luke 3:14)



Those who humbly accepted his

message, turned to God, and sought

to live a changed life in accordance

with God’s word and will.



15Now while the people were in a state of

expectation and all were wondering in

their hearts about John, as to whether he

was the Christ, 16John answered and

said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you

with water; but One is coming who is

mightier than I,

(Luke 3:15-16c)



and I am not fit to untie the thong of His

sandals; He will baptize you with the

Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork

is in His hand to thoroughly clear His

threshing floor, and to gather the wheat

into His barn; but He will burn up the

chaff with unquenchable fire.”

(Luke 3:16d-17)



John the Baptist knew who he was in

relationship to the Christ. He made it clear

that the Christ would baptize with the Holy

Spirit; do a complete and supernatural work

in the lives of those who put their trust in Him.



18So with many other exhortations he

preached the gospel to the people. 19But

when Herod the tetrarch was reprimanded

by him because of Herodias, his brother’s

wife, and because of all the wicked things

which Herod had done, 20Herod also

added this to them all: he locked John up

in prison.

(Luke 3:18-20)



Because John the Baptist

understood how great the Christ

was in comparison to himself, he

was willing to live and die for Him.







22“Men of Israel, listen to these words:

Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to

you by God with miracles and wonders

and signs which God performed

through Him in your midst, just as you

yourselves know—

(Acts 2:22)



23this Man, delivered over by the

predetermined plan and foreknowledge

of God, you nailed to a cross by the

hands of godless men and put Him to

death.”

(Acts 2:23)



24“But God raised Him up again, putting

an end to the agony of death, since it

was impossible for Him to be held in its

power. . . . 32This Jesus God raised up

again, to which we are all witnesses.

(Acts 2:24,32)



33Therefore having been exalted to the

right hand of God, and having received

from the Father the promise of the Holy

Spirit, He has poured forth this which

you both see and hear.”

(Acts 2:33)



34“For it was not David who ascended

into heaven, but he himself says: ‘The

Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right

hand, 35until I make Your enemies a

footstool for Your feet.”’

(Acts 2:34-35)



36Therefore let all the house of Israel

know for certain that God has made

Him both Lord and Christ—this Jesus

whom you crucified.”

(Acts 2:36)



Like John the Baptist’s preaching,

Peter’s preaching on the Day of

Pentecost also elicited a response

from his listeners.



37Now when they heard this, they were

pierced to the heart, and said to Peter

and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren,

what shall we do?” 38Peter said to them,

“Repent, and each of you be baptized in

the name of Jesus Christ for the

forgiveness of your sins;

(Acts 2:37-38b)



and you will receive the gift of the Holy

Spirit. 39For the promise is for you and

your children and for all who are far off,

as many as the Lord our God will call to

Himself.”

(Acts 2:38c-39)



40And with many other words he

solemnly testified and kept on

exhorting them, saying, “Be saved from

this perverse generation!” 41So then,

those who had received his word were

baptized; and that day there were added

about three thousand souls.

(Acts 2:40-41)



The same message applies to us

today. We must repent, and seek

God’s forgiveness through placing

our faith in Jesus.



Like John, we should know who
we are in relation to Jesus, and
give ourselves fully to Him.


