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At a wedding ceremony, everyone is there to celebrate the groom and bride’s new life as husband and 
wife before God. It is a special occasion that has brought joy to people throughout generatons. In 
John’s gospel, we read about a wedding that took place 2000 years ago in a town called Cana:

‘1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and 
his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to 
him, “They have no more wine.”

4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”

5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding 
from twenty to thirty gallons.

7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they flled them to the brim.

8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did 
not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he 
called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine frst and then the 
cheaper wine afer the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best tll now.”

11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the frst of the signs through which he revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him.

12 Afer this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they 
stayed for a few days.’ (John 2:1-12)

This event took place in a town called Cana in the countryside of Galilee. There was a wedding being 
held in this town and Jesus, His mother Mary, and His disciples were all invited to this wedding.

But at the wedding feast a problem occurred: they ran out of wine, which was an essental part of the 
festvites. If it were today they could have just gone down to the liquor store. But back then it wasn’t 
that easy.

A typical wedding ceremony in those days is said to have lasted a whole week. For the newlyweds, 
entertaining the guests throughout the week was the frst big task they had to accomplish as husband 
and wife. Running out of food or drink during the week-long celebraton would have been 
unacceptable and disrespectul toward the guests. But that was exactly what happened at this 
wedding in Cana.

We can assume that Jesus and Mary were well acquainted with the couple and their family. Mary 
must have been helping out behind the scenes when she notced that the wine was gone.



As Jesus’ mother, Mary knew that she could count on Him if something happened. And she knew that 
Jesus would be able to handle this difcult situaton. So she said to the servants “Do whatever he tells 
you”.

Then Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water” (7). There beside them were six stone water 
jars, which were used by the Jews for ceremonial washing.

It says that each of these jars held twenty to thirty gallons of liquid. That’s the same as thirty of those 
gallon jugs of milk. There were six of these jars so that’s 180 gallons in total. That’s a lot of water.

Back then they didn’t have tapwater or even a garden hose. They had to go to a well or a spring and 
draw and pour out the water into the jars by hand. If they were using a gallon bucket, they had to 
draw and pour out the water 180 tmes. As you can imagine it was quite a workout.

The servants probably saw the master of the banquet panicking because there was no more wine. In 
other words, they knew that what they needed at the banquet was wine, not water. But Jesus told 
these servants to “Fill the jars with water”.

It would have been easy if it was a gallon of water, but they had 180 gallons to fll. They knew how 
physically exhaustng that task would be. So then, what did they do? They did exactly as Jesus said, 
and flled the jars to the brim with water.

The servants obeyed Jesus’ words, and when they took water from the jar to the master of the 
banquet for him to taste, the water had been turned into wine. And the wine tasted beter than the 
wine they have been serving. He was the master of the banquet so he must have known where he 
could get the best wine, which ones tasted good, and how much each of them cost. But it says here 
that even he did not know where this wine came from.

We would think that this kind of thing cannot happen, that it is impossible. If we look at this event in 
light of our own knowledge or experience, it would seem impossible.

But we must not forget, that God is above all human knowledge. And because His knowledge is far 
beyond ours, we call Him God.

In the Bible we fnd many accounts of miracles. Because of this many people think, “Jesus’ teachings 
are wonderful, but I fnd it hard to believe in those miracles”.

But please remember, that the frst page in the Bible begins with the words, “In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). If this is true, turning water into wine is easy for 
God, even if we humans fnd it hard to believe. It would be very unwise to reject what the Bible says 
only because we cannot fathom it in our minds.

But if this is true, why did Jesus tell the servants to fll the jars with water, instead of just using His 
awesome power to instantly fll up the jars with wine? If He just flled the jars with wine, the servants 
could have been spared of the laborious task of drawing 180 gallons of water.



But Jesus intentonally chose a process that required their tme and efort. As I shared in a message 
two weeks ago and as we see from this passage, God places great importance in the process it takes to
accomplish His work through us. Even though Jesus could have avoided the hassle, He chose a method
that required those servants’ faith and efort to accomplish His work.

Sometmes we forget this fact and say to ourselves, “God will work all things for the good so I’ll just sit 
here and relax”. It is true that God works all things to bring about what is best. But in order for this to 
happen, we too must give our best efort with faith. It says in Romans 8:28 (NIV, see footnote): “that in
all things God works together with those who love him to bring about what is good”. This is what God 
truly desires, He wants to work together with us to bring about what is good.

Not even the names of these servants were recorded. It only says that they obeyed Jesus’ word and 
took acton. Imagine what would have happened if they did not listen to Jesus when He told them to 
fll the jars with water. This very well could have happened, because on the surface, Jesus’ instructons
appears meaningless.

But despite of this, the servants obeyed Jesus. They too may have thought at frst that the task was 
meaningless and their hard work would amount to nothing. Most of us would gladly obey a command 
if it made sense to us and is in line with our own hopes and desires. But if the command goes against 
our own personal preferences, it makes it difcult to obey that command. And in most cases, we 
would not obey the command.

In Mathew 5:47 Jesus said “And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than 
others? Do not even pagans do that?”. In other words He is saying, “if you only obey a command if it’s 
agreeable to you, anyone could do that”.

I’ve heard many people say that they are doing something because they feel it is God’s will, when in 
fact it is clearly obvious that they are being motvated by their own will.

But I rarely ever hear someone say “even though this is not what I desire, I know it is God’s will, so I 
will obey”.

And it is interestng to see the diferent results that come out of these two choices. When people are 
motvated by their own desires but say they are being led by God’s will, although they are doing things
the way they want, for most of them things don’t go as smoothly as they planned.

On the other hand, I’ve seen God do miraculous things in people’s lives when they followed His will 
even if it wasn’t what they initally hoped for, and because they obeyed Him, God brought about 
something far beter than anyone could have imagined.

When we cling too hard to our own will, we miss out on hearing God’s voice and we claim something 
is God’s will just to push our own agenda.

So then what is God’s will for us? Is God’s will something that always agrees with our own will? Or by 
calling our own desires God’s will, are we trying to receive His seal of approval? In this way our true 
motves need to be constantly examined.



Then why does God bless those who obey Him even when it goes against their own desires? That is 
because it is promised to us in His word.

Jesus said, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow
me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the 
gospel will save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or what
can anyone give in exchange for their soul?” (Mark 8:34-37).

Jesus said that if we want to be His disciple we must deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow 
Him. Jesus clearly said “follow me”. We might shrink away when we hear this. When we hear “deny 
yourself” and “take up your cross”, we imagine someone who has been brainwashed and robbed of 
their freedom, or someone who is making a forced atempt to obey God somehow.

But Jesus explains that that is not the case and followed by saying, “whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it”. He is simply saying that 
if we choose not to live however we please but follow Him, we will save our own life. In other words, 
following Jesus is in our own best interest.

When the servants obeyed Jesus, they had to ofer two things. Those two things were efort and tme. 
Filling those six jars with water took some tme and efort, and the servants gave their tme and efort 
to accomplish the task.

We all hope to obtain or receive the things we desire. We are greatly concerned about what others 
can do for us. And when our atenton is only directed towards receiving something, we hardly ever 
think about giving.

But the Bible tells us that “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). We are challenged 
by these words.  These words are challenging because we live in a world where our level of happiness 
is measured by how much we have achieved and how much has been done for us. But Jesus tells us 
that we can fnd true happiness when we give.

To give means to let go of something that belongs to us. Whether it be our possessions, our energy, or 
our tme, it is no longer ours when we give it away. But Jesus said that it more blessed to live this way.

And Jesus gives us an amazing promise about giving in Luke 6:38 where He said, “Give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you”.

When we give, we will be given back as a result. The measure we use to give is the measure that will 
be used when we are given back. The more we give, the more we are blessed. If we truly give 
ourselves to God, He will bless us in return. This is the key to living a truly blessed life. When we put 
our faith in God we are given the privilege of living a life flled with blessings.

The event we read about today is the very frst miracle Jesus performed in His earthly life. John clearly 
stated in verse 11 that this “was the frst of the signs”. And this miracle was performed at a wedding, a
joyous event, so that the joy of that moment will not be cut short.



The message of this miracle is that a life with Jesus is a life flled with joy. He turned tasteless water 
into the choicest wine. In the same way, when we walk with Jesus, He can take our dull and 
monotonous life and turn it into a life full of joy and purpose.

At that wedding, the ones who knew this joy were the servants who had drawn the water. They had 
drawn the water, which means that they obeyed Jesus. They gave what they had to Jesus. As a result, 
only they knew how the water turned into wine.

Each of us have a diferent way of living life and a diferent outlook on life. But don’t we all hope to see
God do miraculous things in our own lives? Not a life that is characterized by luck, but a life of seeing 
God do amazing things that we couldn’t have even imagined. How awesome it would be if we could 
live this kind of life and be a witness to God’s miracles. How then could we live this life? The answer is 
found in the passage, “the servants who had drawn the water knew”.

Why did John write about this event in the beginning of his gospel? Apart from John, no other gospel 
mentons about this event. Maybe it is because this event represented John’s own life; because He 
knew the great joy and blessing found in a life of following Jesus.

As we know, John was the only apostle who followed Jesus to the place where He was crucifed. 
Because of this, John was the only one who heard Jesus’ seven last words on the cross. No other 
disciple experienced this and it was one of John’s most important events in his life.

And as John thought about Jesus on the cross and was flled with the Holy Spirit, he wrote “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life” (John 3:16). And this became the most well-known verse in the Bible.

Today, people carry signs with this verse at baseball games and a famous burger joint has this verse 
printed on the botom their soda cups. These words were given to John, who followed Jesus to the 
cross and saw with his own eyes Jesus being crucifed. This verse tells us that Jesus obeyed the will of 
His Father and gave Himself for us, so that we can have eternal life.

“The servants who had drawn the water knew”. This verse tells us that if we live a life of following and 
obeying Jesus, we will see the glory of God that we couldn’t have known otherwise, and our dull and 
favorless lives will be turned into a life flled with joy.

We don’t know how many days we have lef in this life. But if we take a step of faith to follow the Lord 
and live for Him, we will surely see God’s miracles in our own lives. Let’s pray.


