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John	15:9,12	

“As	 the	 Father	 has	 loved	 me,	
so	 have	 I	 loved	 you.	 	 Now	
remain	 in	 my	 love.	 …	 My	
command	 is	 this:	 Love	 each	
other	as	I	have	loved	you.”	

The	Right	Questions	(2	Tim	2:1-2;	Jn	15:9-17)	

1. God, how can you be this good, to adopt me when I’m still 
unsorted?  Practice the discipline of receiving the new identity that comes from 
adoption. This may not come naturally to you, and you might need to really 
practice it! But by practicing, we can start doing away with the belief that we have 
to earn something to be “in.” 
 

2. How am I doing loving the people whom God has placed in my life?  What do 
you notice? What thoughts come up? Where is Jesus out ahead of you, having 
prepared good works in advance, that you should walk in them? Where and how, 
this week, is Jesus calling you to love your friends and neighbors in concrete, 
practical terms? 
 

3. Jesus, what are you speaking to me through your Holy Spirit?  Learn to 
discern how you hear the leading of the Holy Spirit, as you read scripture and as 
you listen for his whisper in everyday life. Try to make your response as concrete 
as possible. If, for example, you sense a need for more rest and greater margin in 
your life, don’t just say, “I’m going to live slower” but rather, “I’m going to take 
three slow, prayerful walks around my neighborhood this week.” The more specific 
and concrete, the more helpful it is! 



	

	

		

2	Timothy	2:1-2	
“You	 then	 my	 son	 be	 strong	 in	 the	
grace	 that	 is	 in	 Christ	 Jesus	 our	 Lord.		
And	the	things	that	you	have	heard	me	
say	 in	the	presence	of	many	witnesses	
entrust	 to	 reliable	 men	 that	 will	 be	
qualified	to	teach	others.”	

• Is	discipleship	is	about	getting	closer	to	Jesus?								True		/		False	

• Discipleship	 is	 about	 ____________	 Jesus	 and	 _________	
_________	him.		It’s	about	_____________	and	______________.	

• The	 end	 point	 of	 discipleship	 is	 not	 “getting	 close	 to	 Jesus.”	
Rather,	the	end	point	of	discipleship	is	“loving	____________	like	
we	love	_________________.”	

The	Premise:	A	Human	Paradigm	(Gal	2:20-3:6)	

• The	Human	Paradigm	is	about	____________________for	“X”.	

• In	the	church	world	“X”	typically	marks	the	place	where	we	have	
arrived	 at	 some	 envisioned	 _______________________	
________________________	 (like	 being	 a	 better	 Christian,	 being	
closer	to	God,	being	more	evangelistic,	more	giving,	etc.	etc.)	

The	Wrong	Question	(Rom	7:4-6;	Col	2:20-23)	

• What	does	a	typical	discipling	time	look	like	for	you?	

2	Timothy	2:1	 Striving for a certain level of performance breeds self-contempt; the 
longer you try, the more you fail, and you know it. Usually this leads to 
what author and theologian Dallas Willard called “sin management.” 
Christianity becomes about trying to manage your most difficult sins until 
death. 

Dallas	Willard	
“You	then	my	son	be	strong	in	the	grace	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus.”	

1. ______________________	

2. ______________________	

3. ______________________	

4. ______________________	

5. ______________________	

6. ______________________	

What	is	your	“X”?		What	steps	do	you	typically	think	you	should	take	to	get	
to	your	“X”?		What	struggles	would	you	no	longer	have	if	you	arrived	at	
“X”?	(write	these	below)	

A	New	Starting	Place	(Eph	2:1-10;	Rom	8:1-17)	

• We	are	as	close	to	Jesus	as	we	ever	can	be	________________	
because	of	his	sacrifice	on	the	cross.	

• Jesus’	goal	was	never	to	get	us	to	try	really	hard—but	that	we	
should	learn	to	______________________	in	him	and	
__________________	our	lives	around	loving	and	serving	others.	

Further	Study:	(Lk	9:23-26,	57-62;	Lk	14:25-34;	Jn	8:31-32;	Mat	11:28-30;	Mk	
1:17;	Mat	28:18-20)	

• The	question:	“How	am	I	doing?”	takes	the	focus	of	discipleship	
and	puts	it	on	ourselves,	rather	than	on	others.	

• Discipleship	born	out	of	The	Human	Paradigm	will	fail	because	it	
is	a	________________		__________________	that	doesn’t	
reproduce.	It	fails	because	no	one	ever	arrives.	


