In the first-ever bipartisan survey on partisan
gerrymandering and the Supreme Court, an
overwhelming majority (71 to 15 percent) of
Americans want the Supreme Court to place
limits on lawmakers’ ability to manipulate voting
maps…Voters want to remove partisan bias
from redistricting, even if it means their party
might not win as many seats. People strongly
prefer free and unbiased elections rather than
what is best for their own party.
The Campaign Legal Center
September 11, 2017

Institute Nonpartisan Redistricting
Citizen’s Independent Redistricting Commissions
take redistricting out of the partisan battles of the
Legislature and guarantee that redistricting will be
debated in the open with public meetings.
Competition flourishes where congressional
boundaries were drawn by a citizen redistricting
commission. Voters in all but 8% of the districts in
states with commissions will have two or more
major party candidates on their congressional
ballots.
Commission membership reflects either a balance
of partisan membership or reflects the diversity of
the unit of government, including citizens at large,
representatives of public interests groups, and
members of minority groups.
The commission follows strict, nonpartisan
standards when drawing districts.
Specific timelines are followed, and plans are fully
disclosed to the public with multiple rounds of
hearings to review such plans.
In the current process, politicians are choosing
their voters instead of voters having a real choice.
This reform will put the voters back in charge.

“Even the body that the framers
of our constitution intended to
be the most vulnerable to
shifts in public attitudes, the
House of Representatives, has
with a combination of
gerrymandering, changes in
campaign finance rules, and
the powers of incumbency,
become a virtually permanent
chamber no longer truly
responsive to the people.”

“No single factor is more basic
to restoring competitive
elections than ensuring fair
redistricting. I propose a new
criteria for redistricting, without
favored a party, to respect
established community
boundaries. We must draw the
district lines to respect the
needs of the people, not
tailor them to the needs of
either party.”

“If we want a better politics, it’s
not enough just to change a
congressman or change a
senator or even to change a
president; we have to change
the system to reflect our better
selves. I think we’ve got to end
the practice of drawing or
congressional districts so
that politicians can pick their
voters and not the other way
around.”
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“The problem is not Democrats or Republicans.
Most individuals who seek and hold public oﬃce
are genuinely seeking to make a positive
contribution…The real problem is the nature of
political competition that the current duopoly has
created, their failure to deliver solutions that work,
and the artificial barriers that are preventing new
competition that might better serve the public
interest.”
-Katherine M. Gehl and Michael E. Porter
Why Competition in the Politics Industry is Failing
America Harvard Business School Report, Sept. 2017
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Overview
With both Congress’s approval rating and the
public’s trust in the federal government at
historically low levels, it’s no wonder why most
Americans feel dissatisfied with the state of
current politics. Intense competition and vitriol
between the two political parties have created a
system in which partisan success is more
important than good government practices.
Rather than finding common ground and
balancing the interest of all citizens, the political
parties have drifted to more ideological
extremes, which has produced inaction and
gridlock. Accountability is virtually non-existent,
and the needs of special interests groups tend
to outweigh the needs of the people. In order to
fix such systemic issues and shift the political
competition back from the extremes, we will
need to reform multiple areas of our
government.

A Closer Look: Redistricting
Redistricting reform is one such process that
holds potential to balance political competition.
The League of Women Voters has a long
history of promoting transparent, fair, and
accountable redistricting processes that
reflect our fundamental value of
representative democracy. We are driven by a
single goal: to make our election maps fair for
everyone. We are concerned when district
boundaries slice up our neighborhoods, leaving
our communities without a cohesive voice of
representation.
In Texas, partisan gerrymandering has been a
problem for decades. The political party that
controls the state legislature at the time of the

census can manipulate the newly-drawn
election maps to favor their party’s candidates,
typically drawing a majority of “safe” or noncompetitive seats. The elected officials in these
districts can then no longer be held
accountable through the power of our vote.
The League therefore supports reform that
would place limits on partisanship and increase
public participation in the redistricting process.

Issues With Having a Large
Number of Uncompetitive Seats:
2016 General Election
66% of the state legislature was determined
before a single vote was cast in the 2016
general election, because there was only one
candidate from one of the major parties
running.
81 of the Texas State House seats were
completely uncontested, leaving voters with no
choice at the ballot box.
71% of state legislative offices are considered
to be heavily gerrymandered with an electoral
margin exceeding 45%.
This means that voters could not hold these
elected officials accountable through the
power of their vote.
This also produces districts that are largely
democratic or largely republican, which
contributes to polarization. This means that
there is little compromise occurring across
party lines.
97% of incumbent politicians were reelected in
the 2016 general election, indicating that
partisan gerrymandering allowed politicians to
draw districts that serve themselves and not the
community.
Voters in many communities have no political
voice because they have been split into
multiple districts to protect incumbent
legislators. For example, the school district in
the town of Katy, TX is split among six state
house districts, three state senate districts, and
four congressional districts.
The election that matters most becomes the
primary. And as such, there is no compromising
occurring across party lines, only to a broader
base within the party.

