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SPOTLIGHT
Spotlight
The Minister for Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht,
Heather Humphreys TD, (third
from left), launched the Living
Bog project at Clara Bog
Visitor Centre in Co. Offaly
on September 15th. Pictured
at the launch are, from left,
William Crowley & Jack
McGauley (the Living Bog
project), Minister Humphreys,
Evelyn Slevin, Ronan Casey,
John Cody (the Living Bog)
and Brian Lucas and Suzanne
Nally (Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht).

New LEADER Videos Living Bog Project Launched in Co. Offaly
Minister for Culture, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht, Heather
Humphreys T.D. officially
launched the Living Bog project
at the Clara Bog Nature Reserve
and Visitor Centre in Co. Offaly
on September 15th.
The NRN is committed to continually
improving the information
available on our website www.
nationalruralnetwork.ie. We’ve recently
added excellent videos from Local
Action Groups (LAGs) in Kilkenny,
Longford, Sligo and Roscommon
highlighting how LEADER is supporting
rural development locally.
A series of videos from contributors
to the Expand Your Horizons rural
information and networking sessions
has been added to the Farm Viability
and Competitiveness section of the
website, highlighting the wide range
of supports available locally to farmers
and rural communities. We are always
on the lookout for new videos. Feel free
to submit your video by emailing the
link to info@nationalruralnetwork.ie

Minister Humpheys emphasised
the importance of restoring
our few remaining raised bogs,
and also announced amenity
development at five of the 12
project sites.
Minister Heather Humphreys
said Irish raised bogs and
other peatland sites should
be linked and celebrated as a
‘Peat District’, attracting visitors
all-year-round. The €5.4 million
project, funded by the European
Union’s LIFE Programme and
the Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht will
see restoration measures take
place on 12-raised bog Special

Areas of Conservation (SACs)
in a total of seven counties:
Offaly, Westmeath, Longford,
Roscommon, Galway, Meath and
Cavan.
The Living Bog is the largest
single raised bog restoration
project ever undertaken in the
Irish state, improving over 2,600
hectares of raised bog habitat,
the equivalent of 7,000 Croke
Parks and 18% of the national
high bog area.
The Living Bog team aims to
encourage youngsters from
National School level right up to
University to visit project sites
to learn more about this unique
landscape. For more information
on the Living Bog Project visit
www.raisedbogs.ie
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Innovation

The AgriSpin: Space for Innovation
in Agriculture
A seminar and workshop on
the key outcomes from the EU
AgriSpin Project was held on
the 29th of June 2017 in the
Teagasc Training and Conference Centre, Ashtown, Dublin
15. Dr. Maura Farrell attended
this event representing the
National Rural Network.
The key speakers on the day
were Prof. Tom Kelly, Director of
Knowledge Transfer with Teagasc and Dr. Eelke Weilinga, LINK
Consultancy and former Lecturer
and Researcher in Wageningen
University.

AgriSpin used a systematic,
multi-actor learning approach to
explore various ways to stimulate innovation and remove
obstacles for innovation development and uptake in a diversity of European regions. Fifteen
agricultural advisory organisations from 12 countries in the EU
participated in the project. A key
element of the project was the
series of 13 on-site, ‘cross-visits’
hosted in each participating
country, where all project partners met to explore and evaluate
the host country’s best practice
2
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cases for innovation.
A series of workshops took place
following these cross-visits in
order to identify what lessons
could be learned from this
cross-national project. From an
Irish perspective, one of the key
outcomes was the very strong
backing given to the use of
formal facilitated discussion
groups where producers learn
from each other like those used
in Teagasc.

“

The project was a
fantastic opportunity to see
real examples of innovation in
a wide range of contexts and to
understand the stages of
innovation...

“

The AgriSpin project which
began in 2015 and concluded
earlier this year, aimed to create
more space for innovations in
European agriculture, by amplifying best fit practices for innovation processes and support
services. The project, funded by
the EU Horizon 2020 research
and innovation programme, is
complementary to the EU policy
instrument European Innovation Partnership for Agricultural
productivity and Sustainability
(EIP-AGRI). The idea behind EIPAGRI is that innovation emerges
from interaction between stakeholders.

The workshop identified
the lessons from the
AgriSpin Project

Speaking about the project, Prof.
Tom Kelly, explained that “the
project was a fantastic opportunity to see real examples of
innovation in a wide range of
contexts and to understand
the stages of innovation (idea
generation to embedding the
practice) and the importance
of intermediaries who support
various stages with different
support actions ranging from

information and knowledge to
access to resources. Central to
the project were really good
case studies, enthusiastic and
committed people and strong
support networks.
There were a number of recommendations which organisations
in Ireland should take on board
particularly around creating and
maintaining strong support networks for innovation support in
agriculture and where the input
of individual organisations can
be optimised”.
As innovation projects help
contribute to the sustained
viability of individual family farm
households and enterprises, the
agricultural sector in which they
operate, as well as the broader
socio-economic sustainability
of rural communities where the
activities take place, a key take
home message from the project is that a concerted effort is
needed from all parties to stimulate and develop innovative
initiatives at farm level. This will
help ensure the survival, continuity and future prosperity of
rural society.

National Ploughing Championships 2017
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NRN showcase opportunities for
farmers & rural communities
The National Rural Network
(NRN)attended the three-day
National Ploughing
Championships on 19th -21st
September in Tullamore as
part of its outreach strategy to
inform as many farmers and
rural stakeholders as possible
of the opportunities available
to them through the RDP.
Located in the Department of
The National Rural Network
attended the three day National
Ploughing Championships on
19th -21st September in
Tullamore as part of its outreach
strategy to inform as many
farmers and rural stakeholders
as possible of the opportunities
available to them through the
RDP.
Located in the Department
of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine’s tent, the National Rural
Network’s stand was visited by
many rural stakeholders, using
the occasion to become members of the NRN. The NRN took
the opportunity to highlight
some of its achievements over
the last year with a special
infographic as well as drawing
public attention to ongoing
work on biodiversity, climate
change, EIP Agri, funding opportunities through LEADER and
farm viability and competitiveness.

The National Ploughing Championships has once again achieved
a record attendance this year. The crowd numbers for the third day
came to a figure of 92,000 giving an overall attendance figure of
291,000 – the highest number ever to attend the event

The National Rural Network
would like to thank everyone
who visited its stand and to the
DAFM for inviting us into their
tent for the event.
Visit the NRN’s Facebook page
for more photographs from the
National Ploughing Championships: www.facebook.com/
ruralnetwork

Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine Mr. Michael Creed
T.D. (left) and Minister of State Andrew Doyle T.D (right) visited the
NRN stand at the National Ploughing Championships in
September with James Claffey (NRN Project Manager)
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Biodiversity

Bat Conservation
Takes Off in County Meath
Bat conservation is an important biodiversity measure in the Green Lowcarbon Agri-environmental Scheme GLAS funded through the Rural
Development Programme (RDP)
There are in nine separate species of bat known to reside in
Ireland. GLAS encourages the
conservation of bats through
the preservation of old farm
buildings in co-operation with
the heritage council and by
incentivising farmers to place bat
boxes around there farms. These
boxes are designed to provide
roosting areas for bats.
Traditionally many people may
have had aversion to bats even
though in reality sightings are
quite rare. Bat conservation is
now a passion for many. Brian
Keely and his wife Donna Mullen have joined GLAS and have
opted for the bat conservation
measure. Their farm is a
privately owned wildlife sanctuary managed entirely for wildlife.
Indeed Brian is chairman of Bat
Conservation Ireland.

“

“

The measure has been
extremely positive for raising
awareness of bat’s on Irish
farms...
To learn more about bats and
how the bat conservation measure is working we spoke to Brian
at his farm. Brian has been tracking Bats and there movements
for the last 20 years and has
extensive knowledge in the area.
Under his GLAS plan, Brian has
installed 15 bat boxes, the maximum amount he can receive
payment for under GLAS.
A payment of €13/unit per year
is payable for the duration of the
scheme.
4
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A common Pipistrelle
bat – likely part of a
breeding pair

The approximate initial cost of
the bat box’s varied from €8€12, the specification and measurements are available on the
Department of Agriculture Food
and Marine DAFM website under
GLAS Specifications.
Four bat species have been
recorded on Brian’s farm the
Common Pipistrelle, Soprano,
Pipistrelle, Brown long-eared bat
& Daubenton’s bat.
Under the GLAS Traditional Farm
Buildings, the Heritage Council
are running a grant scheme for
renovating traditional old farm
buildings for renewed practical
agriculture use. Before repair
work is under- taken it is a requirement that a wildlife survey
is completed on the site. This is
important for the survival of bats
and birds during the construction phase.

Brian expressed his enthusiasm
for the measures contained in
GLAS. ‘The measure has been
extremely positive for raising
awareness of bat’s on Irish farms,
the addition of the measure has
consciously made the farmer
aware of a potential bat presence
on their farms.’
Bats are important and they limit
insect infestations. Farmers can
encourage their presence by
•
•
•

Installing Bat boxes.
Retaining old buildings
Switching off lights in sheds
off at night.

For more information on bats
visit the biodiversity section of
our website:
www.nationalruralnetwork.ie
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IRELAND’S
BAT SPECIES
The nine bat species resident
in Ireland belong to two
families; eight species are in
the family Vespertilionidae
and one is in the Rhinolophidae family. The bat species
resident in Ireland are:
Family Vespertilionidae
Schwedler Company bat boxes are made from sturdy wood-crete

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Brian carefully checking if one of his bat boxes is occupied

Common pipistrelle
(Pipistrellus pipistrellus)
Soprano pipistrelle
(Pipistrellus pygmaeus)
Nathusius’ pipistrelle
(Pipistrellus nathusii)
Leisler’s bat (Nyctalus
leisleri)
Brown long-eared bat
(Plecotus auritus)
Daubenton’s bat (Myotis
daubentonii)
Whiskered bat (Myotis
mystacinus)
Natterer’s bat (Myotis
nattereri)

Vespertilionid bats have an
uncomplicated muzzle and
an appendage or flap of skin
outside the ear that is called
a tragus. This flap of skin is
important for determining
the vertical position of prey
during foraging.
Family Rhinolophidae
Lesser horseshoe bat
(Rhinolophus hipposideros)
Source: Bat Conservation
Ireland

The scheme encourages the conservation of bats through the
conservation of old farm buildings
NRN NEWS - Winter 2017
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Michael
Ring,
TD
appointed
Minister
Beef Data Programme
for
Rural & Community Development
()
Michael Ring TD was appointed
Minister for Rural and Community Development in June.

stituency, where he was first
elected to the Dáil in a bye-election in 1994.
Overseeing the delivery of the
The new Department of Rural
Government’s Action Plan for
and Community Development
Rural Ireland, entitled ‘Realising
was established to provide a
our Rural Potential: The Action
renewed and consolidated focus Plan for Rural Development’ is
on rural and community
the Westport-based representadevelopment in Ireland.
tive’s ultimate ambition as
Minister for Rural and CommuUp to the time of his most
nity Development.
recent appointment, Minister
Ring served as Minister of State This Action Plan, launched in
for Regional Economic DevelJanuary 2017, is the first ever
opment. Previous to that, he
whole-of-government strategy
served as Minister of State at the aimed at delivering real change
Department of Transport, Tourfor people living and working in
ism and Sport with Special
rural Ireland.
Responsibility for Tourism and
Sport from 2011 to 2016.
The National Rural Network
would like to wish Minister Ring
He represents the Mayo conevery success in his role.

Minister Michael Ring TD

ASA Conference: A Sustainable Food Future
The National Rural Network
(NRN) was in attendance
amongst 400 others at the
75th annual “The Future
of Agri Food” Agriculture
Science Association (ASA)
Conference which took
place in the Killashee House
Hotel in Naas on the 8th of
September.
The Conference was
opened by the European
Commissioner for Agriculture
and Rural Development, Phil
Hogan, who spoke about
innovative advancements
made in the Ag-technology
sector and emphasised the
need to accelerate the uptake
of these technologies, which
would help improve resilience
in the sector. Simplifying
the Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP) and jobs in rural
communities were at the
forefront of the address. He
described how farmers are the
only group of people that are
6
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equipped to take on the many
challenges facing the sector,
such as climate change and the
mitigation measures and he
stressed that farmers must be
rewarded for taking on these
challenges.
It was a packed agenda with the
day broken up into five expert
forum type discussion sessions:
•

•

•

‘Global Trade: Navigating
a changing Environment’
chaired by RTE Broadcaster
Damien O’Reilly
‘Food Wise 2025: Achieving
Ireland’s Agri-Food Ambition’
Chaired by Dr Karina Pierce,
University College Dublin.
Key note address given by
Aidan O’Driscoll, Secretary
General of the Department
of Agriculture Food and the
Marine (DAFM).
Eoin Lowry, Agri-business
Editor with the Irish Farmers
Journal conducted an
engaging Executive Chair

•

•

interview with Jim Bergin
CEO Glanbia Ireland
‘Dairy Outlook: An
International Perspective’
Chaired by Joe Gill, Director
of Goodbody Capital
Markets
‘Irish Beef: The Global
Opportunity’ chaired by
Maeve Dineen, Corporate
Communications
Consultant and Former
Agricultural Journalist.

The conference heard from
a host of leading Irish and
international agri food leaders.
The event provided key
insights on what Ireland needs
to do for the industry to remain
competitive at a time with vast
changes and uncertainty in
trading across the globe.
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Genomics

Reducing Greenhouse Gasses
and Improving Profits
The Beef Data Genomics
Programmes (BDGP), part of the
Rural Development Programme
(RDP) has been running now
for three years. The scheme has
proved immensely popular with
over 25,000 participating farmers. The scheme demonstrates
how smarter farming can reduce
greenhouse gas and increase
farm profits.
How does it work?
The Irish Cattle Breeding Federation (ICBF) holds extensive
breeding records on the Irish
beef herd and these are tracked
using ear tags. Based on their
records, ICBF select animals on
each farm for genotyping on an
annual basis. The genotyping is
accomplished through the collection of tissue samples from
the animals ear.
Using the results of the genotyping sample, ICBF can accurately predict the usefulness of
each animal for breeding, with
regard to such traits as milk
production, carcass weight,

Genomics:
Smarter
Farming

fertility, docility, calving ability
and beef production traits. Using
this information, beef farmers are
better informed how to select the
animals for breeding thus ensuring progeny and future generations will grow faster, be more
suited to the grazing season and
produce more meat from grass.

lised training courses and one
to one contact between the
farmer and their advisor. The
BDGP scheme aims to substantially increase the efficiency of
the Irish suckler herd, which will
substantially reduce GHG and
potentially increase the profitability of the industry.

In addition to breeding, the BDGP
scheme features the completion
of the Carbon Navigator on every
farm, the attendance at specia-

For more information please see
the Department of Agriculture
Food and the Marine website
www.agriculture.gov.ie

Smart Villages: Revitalising Rural Services
through Social and Digital Innovation
The European Network for Rural
Development (ENRD) recently
formed a Thematic Group on
Smart Villages which aims to explore how rural services, such as
health, education, energy, retail
and transport can draw on the
deployment of ICT tools and
community led projects for rural improvement and enhanced
sustainability.
The initial meeting to be held
in late October will be attended
by Shane Conway on behalf of
the National Rural Network who
will share Irish experiences to
build evidence and momentum
NRN NEWS - April 2017

for new and improved ways of
implementing the Rural Development Programme.
Share your Inspiring Ideas:
If you have been involved in
implementing a ‘smart’ and
innovative project that revitalises
the provision of basic services
in rural areas through the use of
new technology or mobilising
local communities, please email
maura.farrell@nuigalway.ie and
we can share your experience
with the ENRD Thematic Group
over the coming months.
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What is the NRN?

Join the NRN

The NRN is a membership

funding to prevent and mitigate
the impacts of climate change.
Read our case studies on how
to achieve higher output using
lower inputs to the benefit of
the community, the farmer and
the environment.

Are you interested in rural
development?

• EU LIFE
Funding instrument to support
environmental, nature conservation and climate action projects
with a key objective to contribute to the implementation,
updating and development of
EU environmental and climate
policy and legislation.

Once you have joined, you will
receive monthly email updates on
the RDP, the LEADER initiative, best
practice case studies and more.

network for farmers, agricultural
advisors, rural communities and
others interested in rural development. It provides up-to-date
information, case studies, seminars and conferences to
maximise the beneficial
outcomes of Ireland’s Rural
Development Programme 20142020 for rural stakeholders.
The NRN is managed by a
consortium led by Irish Rural
Link in partnership with The
Wheel, NUI Galway and Philip
Farrelly & Co.
The NRN aims to:
• increase the involvement of
stakeholders in the implementation of rural development;
• improve the quality of implementation of rural development programmes;
• foster innovation in
agriculture, food production,
forestry and rural areas.
The National Rural Network is
focusing on specific themed
areas over the coming years:
• BIODIVERSITY
Ireland’s rich biodiversity relies
on good agricultural practises
for its survival and enhancement. Read our case studies on
how individual communities can
preserve and restore biodiversity
while improving performance.
• CLIMATE CHANGE
The RDP promotes climate
action through the provision of
Supported by
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• EIP-AGRI
European Innovation
Partnerships brings together
farmers, searchers and other
stakeholders to foster competitive and sustainable farming and
forestry.
• LEADER
Provides rural communities
with resources to enable local
partners to actively engage and
direct local development.
•

ABILITY AND
COMPETITIVENESS
Highlights challenges and
presents case studies of smart
practice models that support the
farming community to remain
viable and competitive.
For more information visit
www.nationalruralnetwork.ie

Join the National Rural Network
(NRN) by signing up on our website
www.nationalruralnetwork.ie

For regular updates follow us on:

@ruralnetwork

/ruralnetwork
/company/nationalrural-network

T: 090 - 6482744
E: info@nationalruralnetwork.ie
W: www.nationalruralnetwork.ie
National Rural Network
Unit 2A Moate Business Park,
Clara Rd, Moate,
Co. Westmeath
Eircode N37 W9R0
Republic of Ireland

