
Delegates from twenty five 
European countries together 
with officials from the European 
Commission and representatives 
of the Paying Authorities in many 
countries, including Ireland, 
assembled in Brussels on the 13th 
of June 2017, at a conference 
hosted by the European Network 
for Rural Development (ENRD). 
Phillip Farrelly (NRN) attended the 
conference. 

The theme of the conference was, 
‘Opportunities and Future Prospects 
for Resource Efficiency in Rural 
Areas’.  The conference drew on 
the findings of the ENRD Thematic 
Groups Study into Resource 
Efficiencies in Rural Economies, and 
explored policy options for future 
rural development programmes. 

The conference heard examples of 
RDP sustainability initiatives from 
Finland, Italy, Sweden, Hungary and 
the UK. Among many highlights, two 
are particularly worth mentioning, 

Stephen Chaplin from Natural 
England in the UK, gave details 
of how a results based approach, 
mainly monitored through farmer 
self-assessment was delivering 
benefits for biodiversity. Kovacs 
Krasznai Eszter  and Kolocczki Agnes 
of Hungary gave a fascinating 
account of the social and economic 
role of agri-environmental payments 
in Hungary.

From an Irish perspective, it is worth 
noting an official determination to 
push towards resource efficiency 
particularly in soils and water in 
future RDPs. In southern Europe,  
where soil degradation and water 
scarcity are real problems, this 
assumes greater importance, 
whereas in Ireland with stable soils 
and a high proportion of grasslands, 
other issues maybe of greater 
importance.

For a full report visit the ENRD 
website: www.enrd.ec.europa.eu

Resource Efficiency Tops 
Agenda at EU Conference 
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We would like to remind our 
readers that the European Network 
for Rural Development (ENRD) 
has an extensive list of rural 
development projects from across 
Europe on their website.

This list is a very useful source of 
information for those working 
in rural development but also 
prospective project proposers and 
general information purposes. 

See www.enrd.ec.europa.eu/
projects-practice_en 
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The recent AgTech 
Symposium held in  
Thurles Co. Tipperary 
demonstrated practical 
ways in which farmers can 
benefit from cutting edge 
technology. Pictured at 
the event are Kevin Nolan, 
Brian Reidy, Teagasc 
Researcher Dermot 
Forristal and Michael 
Downey.  Picture by 
Patrick Browne. 

SPOTLIGHT
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North East Antrim Group  
visiting Dungarvan,  

Co. Waterford.  Michael J Walsh 
presenting hampers to the  

Northern  visitors of local produce.

Focus: Climate Change

RDP Targets Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
The link between  
Greenhouse Gasses (GHG) 
and Climate Change has 
been well established. In 
Ireland, the principle con-
tributors to GHG emissions 
are Transport, Agriculture, 
Energy, Waste, Households 
and Industry.  To ensure  
Ireland meets the strict tar-
gets set by Government and 
the EU for 2020 and beyond, 
the Department of Agricul-
ture, Food and the Marine, 
in addition to funding major 
research projects into GHG 
mitigation, through the RDP 
funds a range of dedicated 
initiatives and schemes to 
reduce GHG emissions on 
individual farms.

GLAS is the most popular 
scheme with over 50,000 farm-
ers now following profession-
ally prepared bespoke farm 
plans. These plans, which con-
tain measures such as low input 
permanent pasture, minimum 
tillage, hedgerow planting and 
a range of other initiatives, en-
courage and compensate farm-
ers to adopt farm practices, that 
are beneficial not only to tack-
ling Climate Change but also to 
biodiversity, Water Quality and 
the Environment generally.

TAMS, the Targeted Agricultural 
Modernisation Scheme incen-
tivises farmers with old and 
inefficient equipment / build-
ings to invest in more modern 
and efficient machines and 
buildings. Heat Recovery, Solar 
Panels and upgrading building 
insulation for pigs & poultry, 
rainwater harvesting, GPS con-
version and the recently added 
grass measuring equipment are 
among the investments pro-
moted.

The Beef Data Genomics Pro-
gramme (BDGP) encourages 
farmers to adopt best technology 

and breeding practices to re-
duce emissions from inputs and 
increase outputs. Participants 
enter a six year commitment 
during which they improve the 
genetic merit of their herd and 
measure their carbon footprint.

The Knowledge Transfer Pro-
gramme (KT) promotes a 
doption by individual farmers 
of best practice in relation to 
climate change, biodiversity, 
water-quality and resource 
efficiency. Farmers commit to a 
three-year ‘Peer To Peer’ based 
learning programme, facilitat-
ed and delivered by trained 
professional advisors. Group 
interaction is complemented by 
tailored advice on a one to one 
basis to produce an individu-
alised Farm Improvement Plan 
which addresses topics includ-
ing sustainability.

Under the Continuous Profes-
sional Development measure 
of the RDP advisors have also 
been trained on how to mea-
sure carbon emissions on farms.
 
TheLIFE programme priori-
tises specific, local initiatives 

across the priorities of Climate 
Change, Biodiversity and Wa-
ter Quality. Initiatives such as 
Landscape preservation in the 
Burren, Low input farming on 
the Aran Islands, conservation 
of the Pearl Mussel in Kerry 
and the protection of raised 
bogs act as showcase initiatives 
which may be followed under 
future RDP’s in other areas.
 
Under EIP-Agri, it is proposed 
to fund innovation initiatives 
undertaken on a collaborative 
basis by farmers with other 
actors which are deemed to be 
innovative, practical and imple-
mentable across not just Ire-
land but the EU. Twenty-three 
projects have recently been 
selected for further study and 
new applications will be invited 
shortly.
 

For more information  
on these schemes see  
www.agriculture.gov.ie/ 
farmerschemespayments

Agriculture is a  
leading contributor to 
GHG emissions
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Case Study

Wild Atlantic Camp is to be 
LEADER on new tourism route

Rural craft makers do what they 
do through a love of their craft. 
However, in many cases they 
work alone. Passion is a central 
motivator, but it is not always 
enough.

At the beginning of the LEADER  
programme 2007-2013 there was 
a realisation that Co. Offaly had no 
long term strategy for the crafts 
industry. This meant that these 
valuable crafts people suffered 

Offaly Gets Crafty

Creeslough is located between 
the established tourist destina-
tions of Dunfanaghy, Downings 
and Letterkenny in Co. Donegal. 
The village had historically been 
considered a drive-through vil-
lage for tourists with no commer-
cial accommodation available 
to those intending to stay in the 
Creeslough area. 

A haven for any camping en-
thusiast, this landmark tourism 
facility, the brainchild of Lorcan 
Roarty, is ideally situated on a 
15 acre site in the heart of the 
Creeslough village, located at 
the beginning of the Wild At-
lantic Way, Ireland’s new 2,400 
km coastal touring route. “Wild 
Atlantic Camp facilitates both 
the tourism and local community 
sectors providing much needed 
all year round camping accom-
modation and outdoor recre-
ation facilities, creating ongoing 
local employment,” says Lorcan. 
According to Lorcan “the pur-

pose of the new development is 
to form a new hub in Creeslough 
and change the dynamics of the 
village, providing a much need-
ed social and economic boost to 
the area”.  It involves the devel-
opment of a local flagship tourist 
attraction, which is critical to the 
development of the local rural 
community in terms of economic 
benefits and employment cre-
ation.   

The new Wild Atlantic Camp 
tourism project funded by 
LEADER has been described as 
an excellent example of how 
LEADER funding can help rural 
tourism initiatives along the Wild 
Atlantic Way. 

The popular Wild Atlantic Camp 
Accommodation and Recreation-
al Facility was officially launched 
on 26th June 2015 by local 
sportsman Christy Toye.  

The Wild Atlantic 
Camp in Creeslough, 

Co. Donegal

 A  new flagship tourism facility is 
providing a much needed  
economic and social boost for a 
rural community in Co. Donegal. 

with a lack of coordinated support, 
isolation, limited training oppor-
tunities and lack of connections to 
viable retail outlets.

The professional expertise of AD 
Training – as part of a Craft Anima-
tion Initiative – working alongside 
staff within the Local Development 
Company put in place a tailored 
package of supports that  effective-
ly assisted rural makers through a 
number of strategic initiatives. 

These initiatives included bringing 
craft makers together to share 
ideas and partake in training and 
retail opportunities such as pop up 
shops and trade events. 
 
Crafts are an important part of 
the fabric of Offaly - its culture 
and heritage - and the growth, 
development and maintaining 
high quality craft businesses is 
an important part of the county’s 
future.



The European Innovation  
Partnership for Agricultural 
Productivity and Sustainability 
(EIP-AGRI) was launched in 2012 
The European Innovation Part-
nership for Agricultural Produc-
tivity and Sustainability (EIP-
AGRI) was launched in 2012 by 
the European Commission and 
in the past couple of months 
Ireland has seen its first Opera-
tional Group launched and up 
and running.  The Hen Harrier 
Project Ltd. Operational Group, 
based in Oranmore, County Gal-
way is currently led by Project 
Manager, Fergal Monaghan, in 
conjunction with The Golden 
Eagle Trust and Brendan  
O’ Gorman Accountants.  

The core team are supported 
by highly experienced conser-
vationists, agricultural advisors, 
environmental scientists and 
the farming community that will 
participate as part of the Oper-
ational Group. The project team 
will work on the new Hen  
Harrier scheme, developed by 
the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine as a pilot 
project under the EIP-AGRI mea-
sure which forms part of Ireland’s 
Rural Development Programme.

The Department’s aim is to foster 
a different approach, bringing 
a range of players together and 
placing the farmer at the heart of 
the process. Creating sustainable 
farming systems that work for 
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Ireland’s First  
Operational Group  
for EIP-AGRI is up  
and Running

both the farmers and the bird, 
and deliver real socio-economic 
benefits to the areas concerned, 
is a key objective. On that point, 
Minister Creed points out that 
“this scheme is targeted specifi-
cally at farmers with designated 
land and should provide farmers 
in those areas with an important 
additional income stream on top 
of GLAS and GLAS plus”. The Na-
tional Parks and Wildlife Service 
of the Department of Arts, Her-
itage, Regional, Rural and Gael-
tacht Affairs, are also support-
ing the new project, providing 
critical advice on environmental 
priorities. 

The National Rural Network’s visit 
to the Slieve Aughty Mountains 
provided an opportunity to meet 
with local farmer and project 
participant, Michael Cunning-
ham. Michael’s farm, located in 

the West of Ireland, is one of 13 
Development Farms located in 
Special Protection Areas partici-
pating in the initial stages of the 
project. Enthusiastic about his 
involvement, Michael is keen to 
acknowledge the significance 
of the project, not just for the 
protection of the Hen Harrier, but 
also as it highlights the key role 
the farming community plays in 
the protection of endangered 
species of wild birds and in the 
sustainable use and conservation 
of biodiversity. 
   
The selection of the Develop-
ment Farms, in conjunction with 
local farm organisations, is the 
first step in forming the Hen 
Harrier Operational Group and 
participating farmers are seen 
as representatives of their local 
areas.  Following the blueprint 
of the successful Burren Pro-
gramme, the project team will 
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work in conjunction with the 
Development Farms to devise 
a programme that works for 
farmers on the ground while 
also enhancing habitat condi-
tions for the Hen Harrier.  Fergal 
Monaghan and the Hen Harrier 
Project team place great em-
phasis on building local capacity 
during the project so that locals 
can adopt leadership roles and 
in turn lessons learned can be 
disseminated to a wider nation-
al audience. The project team 
will provide training, technical 
support and manage a payment 
scheme for those participating in 
the project, with the expectation 
that this development phase will  
be completed in September and 
additional farmers can join the 
programme shortly afterwards. 

Fergal Monaghan, 
farmer Michael 

Cunningham  
& Dr Maura  

Farrell 

Hen Harrier Development Farms

Slieve Beagh
1

Slieve Blooms
2

Slievefelim
2

Slieve Aughties
3

Stacks
4

Mullaghanish
1
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Epitomising what EIP-AGRI 
represents right across Europe, 
Ireland’s Hen Harrier Operation-
al Group project is ‘Innovative, 
putting value on the Hen Harrier 
as an indicator of a functional 
ecosystem and entrusting local 
partners with developing local 
solutions to local problems and 
supporting the transfer of inno-
vative farmer developed man-
agement techniques’.  As such, 
the key principles of the project 
revolve around the central role of 

the farmer, a partnership 
approach, the importance of 
farm planning, flexibility, creat-
ing real benefits and the impor-
tance of an honest day’s work for 
an honest day’s pay. The National 
Rural Network wish the Hen Har-
rier Project team and all partic-
ipant of the Operational Group 
our very best wishes in the com-
ing years on what can only be 
described as an exciting, innova-
tive and bottom-up approach for 
Hen Harrier conservation.       

The Project Officer for the Slieve 
Aughty region is Dr Caroline  
Sullivan Tel: 087 649 9948.

Any queries or questions on the 
Project can be directed to: Project 
Manager, Fergal Monaghan  
Tel: 087 605 8670.  

The bottom-up and 
multi-actor approach to the 
Hen Harrier Operational 
Group will be central to its 
ethos and overall success

Farmer Michael 
Cunningham & 

Project Manager 
Fergal Monaghan
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Beef Data Programme 
()

LIFE Programme:

Local Support Makes Burren LIFE a Winner
Dr. Brendan Dunford is the 
founder of Burren LIFE, a  
multidimensional resource 
supporting the sustainable 
management and use of unique 
landscapes in Ireland. In this 
interview, Brendan  
provides potential LIFE  
applicants with a pen picture 
of what made the Burren LIFE 
project successful and advice 
on how to proceed.

The Burren Programme is a 
pioneering agri-environmental 
programme which aims to  
conserve and support the  
heritage, environment and com-
munities of the Burren. The orig-
inal partners — NPWS, Teagasc 
and Burren IFA came together in 
2004 to secure funding from the 
EU LIFE fund to try to address 
some of the problems identified 
in the initial research project, and 
to develop a blueprint for the 
sustainable agricultural manage-
ment of the Burren. This Burren 
LIFE project (2005-2010) was the 
first major ‘farming for conserva-
tion’ project in Ireland and one of 
the very few EU projects which 
placed farmers at the centre of 
the conservation agenda.

Brendan and his team were ac-
knowledged for their exceptional 
work at the special Green Awards 
Ceremony in Brussels on 30th 
May 2017. The awards ceremo-
ny honoured outstanding LIFE 
projects from the programme’s 
25 year history, with the Burren 
Life Project being awarded in the 
Nature and Biodiversity category. 
Also attending the Awards were 
Minister for Agriculture, Food 
and the Marine Michael Creed 
and two members of the Council 
of Europe (Michael Ussher and 
Marc Hory) who had spent a few 
days in the Burren with a view to 
renewing the European Diploma 
for Protected Areas, which the 
Council awarded to the Burren in 
2013 - the only area in Ireland to 
receive this accolade. 

Speaking after the Green Awards 
ceremony, Brendan said that 
they were both delighted and 
honoured to be nominated for 
the award. “To be shortlisted by 
an expert European panel was 
a fantastic honour and winning 
the Green Award is an excep-
tionally proud achievement for 
the project team both past and 
present.”

Farmers are extremely proud 
of the award and see it an ac-
knowledgment of all their work 
throughout the project. 

When asked how the award has 
been received locally, Brendan 
noted that farmers all over the 
Burren have been congratulating 
him since his return from the 
awards ceremony in Brussels. 
Farmers are extremely proud 
of the award and it is an ac-
knowledgment of all their work 
throughout the project. Brendan 
added that the local community 
had taken ownership of the proj-
ect from the beginning and are 
an integral part of its continued 
success.

Brendan gave potential LIFE 
applicants the following ad-
vice: “Projects should be clear 
and realistic of their objectives, 

Dr. Brendan 
Dunford (right) in 
conversation with 
Minister Michael 
Creed at event in 

Kilfenora  

creating focus and a blueprint of 
what is required. Added to this is 
the need to identify all potential 
stakeholders to ensure commu-
nity buy-in and long-term  
participation.

Brendan acknowledged that, as 
a project team, one of the most 
pleasing aspects was the support 
of the local farming community 
and the strong relationships  
developed with stakeholders 
who truly bought into the proj-
ect and its objectives. “For the 
project team, it is satisfying to 
know that the data collected 
reinforces the management 
approach taken and that oth-
er projects have taken up this 
approach.”

Brendan thanked Minister for 
Agriculture, Food and the Ma-
rine Michael Creed and every-
one who attended an event in 
Kilfenora on Thursday 13th July 
celebrating the Green award. 
 
For more information, visit 
www.burrenprogramme.com

NRN News - August  2017
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Case Study:

GLAS delivering for farmland birds
In recognition of the threat 
posed to farmland birds by 
modern farming practices, the 
Green, Low–carbon, Agri-en-
vironmental Scheme (GLAS) 
provides a range of tailored 
measures to protect and in-
crease their numbers.

Tailored GLAS measures  
encourage farmers 
to manage their 
lands to pro-
vide forag-
ing and  
nesting 
sites for 
endan-
gered 
breeds 
such as 
Waders, 
Chough,  
Curlew, Corn-
crake, Geese, Swans, 
Grey Partridge, Hen Harrier & 
Twite. A further measure en-
courages the  growing of  
specific crops to act as cover 
and feed for birds. 

The Grey Partridge has suffered 
a serious decline in numbers 
and is now found only in North 
Dublin, West Offaly and East 
Donegal. To reverse this decline 
the Department of Agriculture, 
Food and the Marine (DAFM) in 
conjunction with the Nation-
al Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) designed and targeted 
GLAS measures. 

We recently spoke with farmer 
Joe Molloy who has implement-
ed the Grey Partridge measure 
on his farm under GLAS 1. With 
him was his GLAS planner and 
Agricultural Consultant Michael 

Martyn and Kieran Buckley, a 
wild life ranger with the NPWS. 

Joe informed us that he had 
previously been involved with 
the NPWS on the Boora Project 
in west Offaly, where much of 
the early lessons were learned. 
“While fencing off a 12 metre 

strip along my field bound-
aries is a big issue, 

nonetheless the 
money is wel-

come and I can 
still manage 
my Dairy 
enterprise.” 
Joe is milk-
ing 100 cows 

on an 83 acre 
grazing  

platform.

According to  
Michael Martin, farmers 

in the area broadly welcome 
the scheme “They saw the suc-
cess of the Boora Project and 
accept the need to preserve the 
Grey Partridge.”

Under GLAS  
payments, the 
farmer must sow 
a four metre grass 
strip of Cocksfoot and 
Timothy along an entire 
field boundary. This strip is 
bounded by an eight meter 
strip of Grey Partridge seed 
mix to provide feed for young 
chicks. This strip must be 
fenced, maintained and re-
stored throughout the five year 

scheme. 

Wildlife ranger Kieran Buckley 
explained “The grass strips pro-
vides an ideal nesting area for 
the Grey Partridge, while the 
feed strip provides cover and 
encourages insects which is the 
sole feed for the chicks in their 
early lives.” 

According to the DAFM and the 
Marine there has been a big up-
take of the farmland bird mea-
sures, with 177 applications 
for the Grey Partridge measure 
alone. With an annual expendi-
ture of approximately €300,000, 
the measure will result in the 
establishment of up to 140km 
of habitat margin. 

Birdwatch Ireland have broadly 
welcomed the Grey Partridge 
initiative under GLAS. Dr. Alex 
Copeland of Birdwatch Ireland 

said: “Overall the RDP 
initiatives to pro-

tect the farmland 
birds are very 
encouraging. 
We are confi-
dent that over 
time there 

will be a signif-
cant and visible 

increase in bird 
numbers especially the 

endangered species.”

The grey partridge 
has suffered  a 
serious decline 
in numbers...

There has been a big uptake 
on farmland bird 
measures...

Corn Crake

Grey Partridge
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The 8th National Rural Network 
meeting ‘Delivering Smart Rural 
Development’ took place in 
Jyväskylä Finland between 26 and 
29 June.  

The meeting focused on how the 
National Support Units (NSUs) 
could offer innovative solutions 
to the central themes of the 
Cork 2.0 declaration including 
communication, rural proofing, 
simplification and innovation. 

The event involved one innovation 
camp approach, three key 
facilitators, six working groups, 
a lot of interested minds, a jury 
and marshmallow and building 
towers of spaghetti as an exercise 
in teamwork! It was billed as a 
competitive process – where 
everyone wanted to win. The 
incentive of one idea outdoing the 
rest kept groups focused for the 
duration of the event. 

However, there was some time to 
enjoy an evening on a local sauna 
ferry and also a visit to Tupaswilla 
(www.tupaswilla.fi/), the largest 
smoke sauna in the world and a 
LEADER Funded project. 

On the final day, groups had 10 
minutes to pitch ideas including the 
development of a Youth National 
Support Unit, and the development 
of an overarching communication 
strategy for the NSUs, among 
others. 

The team with Irish representation 
won public choice with their 
proposal of a Youth NSU, with the 
proposal of an NRN Eurovision 
winning the Jury vote. 

The full project report will be shared 
on the NRN website shortly. 

See www.nationalruralnetwork.ie 

Join the NRN
 
Are you interested in rural 
development? 

Join the National Rural Network 
(NRN) by signing up on our website
www.nationalruralnetwork.ie 

Once you have joined, you will 
receive monthly  email updates on 
the RDP, the LEADER initiative, best 
practice case studies and more.

For regular updates follow us on:

 @ruralnetwork

/ruralnetwork

/company/national-
rural-network

T: 090 - 6482744
E: info@nationalruralnetwork.ie
W: www.nationalruralnetwork.ie

National Rural Network 
Unit 2A Moate Business Park,  
Clara Rd, Moate,  
Co. Westmeath 
Eircode N37 W9R0
Republic of Ireland 

Supported by

The National Rural Network (NRN) 
is part of the Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2014-2020.  

Managed by a consortium led by 
Irish Rural Link in partnership with 
The Wheel, NUI Galway and Philip 
Farrelly & Co., the overall aim of the 
NRN is to build and sustain a  
membership-based network that  
maximises the beneficial outcomes 
of the RDP for rural stakeholders.   

Our ambition is to bring the RDP 
into the lives of as many people as 
possible by communicating its key 
opportunities and outputs to all 
relevant stakeholders.  

The National Rural Network is  
focusing on specific themed areas 
over the coming years. For the  
period 2016-2020 the themes are:

• Knowledge Transfer & Advisory 
Services

• Agri-environment & Climate 
Change 

• Biodiversity & Organic Farming 
• LEADER
• Viability & Competitiveness of 

the Farming Community  

See www.nationalruralnetwork.ie

Spaghetti towers promote teamwork 
at Finnish Camp

What is the NRN?


