
Biodiversity includes living organisms 
from all sources, terrestrial, marine and 
other aquatic ecosystems. It includes 
insects, birds, fish, plants and micro-
organisms. Biodiversity also includes 
habitats that feed all living organisms. 

Agriculture relies on biodiversity for 
the pollination of crops, building 
soil fertility, reducing pollution, and 
assisting plant growth. Farmers play 
a vital role as custodians of the land 
and maintaining and enhancing the 
environment.

Farmland is important for production 
but sustainable agriculture must 
ensure ecosystems are protected 
and maintained. Farmers are aware 
of the importance of biodiversity. 
The importance of biodiversity is 
highlighted through compliance 
with the greening requirement of 
the Basic Payment Scheme and 
compliance with Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition, and other 
Statutory management requirements 
administered by the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

In Ireland a wide range of government 
departments, and agencies including 
the National Biodiversity Data centre 
and non-governmental organisations 

are dedicated to enhancing biodiversity.  
Not surprisingly the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and the Marine are 
playing a very important part. €1.5bn 
is allocated to agri-environment 
schemes under the 2014-2020 Rural 
Development Programme.

The GLAS scheme incentives farmers 
to protect biodiversity through actions 
such as Wild Bird Cover, Minimum 
Tillage, Traditional Hay Meadows, Low 
Input Permanent Pasture, planting Trees 
and Hedgerows and Bee and Bat boxes. 
Farmers in highly biodiverse areas are 
given priority access.

More targeted schemes are currently 
being rolled out, e.g. the Burren 
Programme which targets the 
reservation and enhancement of world 
important flora and fauna, together 
with the soon to be rolled out locally led 
projects aimed at the protection of the 
endangered Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
and the Hen Harrier.

Farmers too are playing their part. Since 
the introduction of REPS under previous 
RDP farmers have been protecting 
habitats, managing hedgerows to 
encourage diversity and fencing river 
and stream banks.
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Twenty years on from the 1996 
‘Cork Declaration - A Living 
Countryside’, the European 
Commissioner, Phil Hogan signed 
the ‘Cork 2.0 Declaration 2016 – A 
Better Life in Rural Areas’ at the 
European Conference on Rural 
Development.   

Over 300 European stakeholders 
attended the conference on the 
5th and 6th September to consider 
and devise policy responses 
on contemporary and future 
issues around farming and rural 
development.  The conference 
concluded with the publication 
of ten policy orientations. Seamus 
Boland and Dr. Maura Farrell 
attended the conference on behalf 
of the National Rural Network.

Spotlight

Cork 2.0 Declaration 
European Conference 
on Rural Development
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European 
Commissioner for 
Agriculture, Phil 
Hogan speaking at the 
European Conference 
on Rural Development 
‘Cork 2.0 Declaration 
2016 – A Better Life 
in Rural Areas’.  The 
conference looked at 
policy responses to 
contemporary and 
future issues around 
farming and rural 
development.

SPOTLIGHT
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Agricultural  consultants 
Michael & Marguerite

Tennyson advised 
farmer Frank Mannion

on how to complete the  
Carbon Navigator

A requirement of the Beef Data 
Genomics Programme (BDGP) is 
that each applicant must  
complete a Carbon Navigator by 
the 31st October 2016.  
 
Frank Mannion, a beef and tillage 
farmer from near New Ross, County 
Wexford is a participant in the Beef 
Data Genomics Programme. Frank 
has learned the concepts of car-
bon efficiency through the BDGP 
training programme. He contacted 
his agricultural advisor Michael 
Tennyson and arranged a  
consultation to complete the  
carbon navigator. 
 
Frank said, “Sitting down with my 
advisor and completing the carbon 
navigator was of great benefit to 
me. Not only did the carbon navi-
gator help me to  measure my cur-
rent carbon footprint but through 
a menu of options pointed the way 
to improving my carbon footprint 
into the future. Michael completed 
a questionnaire with me which 

dealt with the management issues 
including:
•	 Length of grazing season
•	 Age at first calving
•	 Calving interval
•	 Animal weight gain
•	 Nitrogen efficiency
•	 Slurry management.

I was surprised at how carbon 
savings could be achieved. Linking 
the carbon savings to actual 
profitability makes improving 
the carbon footprint of my farm 
a no-brainer for me. Immediately 
I planned a few simple changes. 
Subject to weather conditions, I’ll 
try to extend the grazing season by 
ten days, both autumn and spring. 
This will reduce feed costs, slurry 
storage and carbon footprint while 
increasing profitability.” 

As a result of the one to one con-
sultation, Frank realised he could 
achieve increased profitability 
through better slurry management. 
“I was losing money by spreading 

The Beef Data Genomics 
Programme is a climate change 
initiative funded through the Rural 
Development Programme. The 
aim is to improve the productive 
efficiency of the suckler beef herd 
by improvements in the genetic 
merit. Through better breeding 
there will be efficiency gains 
through better grass utilisation, 
a more compact calving pattern, 
more calves born in the lifetime of 
the cow and better herd health.  
 
This will enable more beef to be 
produced from a reduced cow herd 
using less inputs of feed, fertiliser 
and veterinary medicines.
These initiatives will reduce 
greenhouse gasses emissions and 
improve profitability on individual 
farms.  

As part of the programme, farmers 
receive financial aid in return for 
which they must maintain records, 
carry out sampling and attend 
specialised training. The scheme 
runs for a six year period and has 
funding of €300million. 

Only farmers with suckler cows 
are eligible for the scheme. The 
payments are based on the number 
of suckler cows and hectares 
owned. 

In excess of 24,000 herd owners 
have joined the scheme with nearly 
20,000 of these having already 
completed specialist training under 
this programme.  

To date over €44.5 million has been 
paid out.  

Beef Data Genomics 
Programme (BDGP)

Best Practice 

Carbon Navigator



my slurry after first cut silage and 
worse still in the autumn thus wast-
ing nitrogen which I was replacing 
with purchases of chemical  
fertiliser. From now on the slurry 
will be used for first cut silage.” 

These are just a few of the obvious 
carbon efficiency gains which farm-
ers can achieve. BDGP participants 
are required to update the naviga-
tor on an annual basis for six years 
so that we will remain aware of 
the potential for increased profits 
through carbon savings.

See http://bit.ly/2dbQgxS for 
more.
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North East Antrim Group  
visiting Dungarvan,  

Co. Waterford.  Michael J Walsh 
presenting hampers of local  

produce to the visitors.

Good Practice in Cross Border Co-operation

The Village Link Project 
Fostering and developing active 
and meaningful collaboration 
formed part of a joint Village 
Link Project initiative, funded 
under the Rural Development 
Programmes for Ireland and 
Northern Ireland 2007-2013. 

This initiative involved Waterford 
LEADER Partnership and North East 
Region LAG and was entitled The 
Village Links Project. The project 
focused on the identification of up 
to six villages in each region, and 
development and administration 
of a programme of exchange and 
support which would foster linkages 
and develop co-operation between 
the participating villages.

This Village Links project was sub-
mitted under Measure 3.5: Village 
Renewal. However, this initiative 
also impacted on general business 
development, tourism, and heritage 
(and in particular basic services in 
these villages). 

The overall aim was to consider 

approaches to making villages, 
and groups within these villages, 
sustainable. 

In conducting the project within 
these villages, there were a num-
ber of positive outcomes achieved 
including: 
•	 knowledge sharing 
•	 idea generation
•	 capacity development 
•	 economic spin-offs (e.g. tour-

ism).

The project highlighted elements 
of best practice and the benefits 
of using a cooperative approach in 
knowledge generation and  
sharing. 

Further information can be found 
by reviewing the joint report as 
prepared by Waterford Leader 
Partnership and the North East 
Region LAG, available at the  
following link: 
https://bitly.is/2dtant0

Village Link Projects

•	 Broughshane: New  
entrance feature for the 
village

•	 Ballycarry: Refurbishment 
of environmental feature 
in village

•	 Loughgiel: Improvements 
to community centre to 
allow expansion of  
commercial activities

•	 Kilrea: Development of 
walking festival and pur-
chase of defibrillator

•	 Bushmills: Organisation 
of Salmon and Whiskey 
Festival

•	 Ballymacarbry: Develop-
ment of tourist accommo-
dation facility

•	 Passage East: Devel-
opment of Community 
Garden in village

•	 Dunhill: Provision of “hot 
desks” at Enterprise Centre

•	 Lismore: Development of 
river walk

•	 Cappoquinn: Develop-
ment of new technology 
to reduce energy costs

•	 Tallow: Production of 
development plan.
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The Ireland National Rural Network 
and the Rural Network for Northern 
Ireland are holding a joint con-
ference exploring the theme of 
LEADER Co-operation within the 
context of their current Rural 
Development Programmes. The con-
ference will be held on the 8th/9th 
November in the Canal Court Hotel, 
Newry, Co Down.  

This event will launch co-operation 
between Local Action Groups North 
and South. A national allocation of 
€10m is ring-fenced for LEADER co-
operation projects. Both Managing 
Authorities will bring clarity on the 
co-operation process while the 
National Rural Networks will pro-
vide confirmation of their role and 
how they can assist LAGs. Facilitated 
workshops will provide participants 
with an opportunity to establish 
connections and partnerships to 
develop projects while expanding 
on potential co-operation ideas. The 

workshops are set around the themes 
of Enterprise and Employability, 
Landscape, Heritage and Natural 
Resources, Social Inclusion & Services 
and Rural Tourism. Previous success-
ful projects will be on show over both 
days of the conference to help inspire 
and motivate future co-operation 
projects.  It is hoped that conference 
participants will leave with concrete 
ideas and the knowledge of how to  
expand and build these projects for 
the benefit of their communities.

Up to three representatives from each 
Local Action Group (LAG) are invited.  
Attendance should be prioritised 
for those who are/will be actively 
involved in the planning and delivery 
of co-operation projects within the 
LAG.    

For more information on the  
conference, please visit: 
http://bit.ly/2dYmalP 

Join the NRN
 
Are you interested in rural 
development? 

Join the National Rural Network 
(NRN) by signing up on our website
www.nationalruralnetwork.ie 

Once you have joined, you will 
receive monthly email updates on 
the RDP, the LEADER initiative, best 
practice case studies and more.

For regular updates follow us on:

 @ruralnetwork

/ruralnetwork

/company/national-
rural-network

T: 090 - 6482744
E: info@nationalruralnetwork.ie
W: www.nationalruralnetwork.ie

National Rural Network 
Unit 2A Moate Business Park,  
Clara Rd, Moate,  
Co. Westmeath 
Eircode N37 W9R0
Republic of Ireland 

Supported by

The National Rural Network (NRN) 
is part of the Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) 2014-2020.  

Managed by a consortium led by 
Irish Rural Link in partnership with 
The Wheel, NUI Galway and Philip 
Farrelly & Co., the overall aim of the 
NRN is to build and sustain a mem-
bership-based network that  
maximises the beneficial outcomes 
of the RDP.  

Our ambition is to bring the RDP 
into the lives of as many people and 
communities as possible by  
communicating its key opportunities 
and outputs to all relevant  
stakeholders. 

The National Rural Network will be 
focusing on specific themed areas 
over the coming five years. The first 
five themes will be as follows: 
1. Knowledge Transfer & Advisory 

Services
2. Agri-environment & Climate 

Change 
3. Biodiversity & Organic Farming 
4. LEADER
5. Viability & Competitiveness of 

the Farming Community.  

See www.nationalruralnetwork.ie

Launching LEADER Co-operation 
North and South

What is the NRN?


