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Risk AquaSoil Objectives

• Climate change effect on soil management

• Climate change effect on water management

• Lack of local community involvement and skills in risk management and 

climate change adaptation



Aim of the study

NUI Galway and RiskAquaSoil

• Understand farmers’ perceptions and attitudes to climate change in 
Ireland and other RiskAquaSoil countries

• In Ireland, focus on farmers’ willingness to adapt insurance against 
climate change

• Estimate monetary benefit of climate change adaptation from 
farmers’ perspective



Ireland: What we know so far



Climate Challenges in Ireland since 2017

• Hurricane Ophelia in October 2017, Hurricane Oscar this weekend

• Storm Emma (Irelands highest's weather alert for the entire state in 
many decades)

• Storm Eleanor in early 2018 (raised regional yellow and orange alerts 
across the country)

Challenges include: fodder shortages, late turn out for livestock to 
grass, delayed milk collection on dairy farms, waterlogged fields, and 
drought. 



Findings to date

• Short Questionnaire 
administered at National Sheep 
Farm to Fork event in July 2018

• A total number of 49 Farmers 
completed the survey

• Concerns include: financial 
strain for winter 2018, red 
weather alerts, prices and the 
weather in general.



Concern about Severe Weather

• 84% farmers are 
concerned about severe 
weather events and the 
effects on their farms



• Most farmers  favour 
DAFM compulsory 
measures to tackle 
climate change in 
return for 
compensation.

• Most surprising result 
and food for thought!



Overall Findings

• Farmers’ believe agricultural environmental schemes need to be 
designed with farmers’ input. 

• Most believe in compulsory measures to tackle climate change.

• More compensation needed for participation in agri-environment 
schemes 

• Overall, severe weather are causing big problems for farmers in 
Ireland.



Next  Steps in RiskAquaSoil

• Conduct Larger Nationally Representative Survey of Farmers in Ireland 

• Determine attitudes, preferences and monetary benefits to 
participate in climate change adaptation behaviour

• Overall: Inform Policy and Practice 
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Objectives

• To learn about perception of environmental changes

• Learn about changes that can be made in communication strategy

• What needs to be communicated 

• How it should be communicated

• When it should be communicated

• Who should communicate it



Reports do Farmers read them? Or have they 
time to? 
• Have they seen recent reports –

Climate Change Advisory Council 
Annual review 2018, Environmental 
Protections Agency Report on the 
Development of an Irish Climate 
Information Platform 2018. 

• Importance of keeping up to date 
with facts and figures 
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