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2018-19 A Year of Growth at REC
You’ve probably heard about REC expanding our services throughout the
Grand Valley this year. What does that expansion look like? The graphic
below shows the numbers. Those numbers represent REC impacting the
lives of so many more kids who need it most.
Consider this quote from one of REC’s Middle School site managers:
"We are working with so many students that are going through some great
challenges in the form of tragedy, abuse, loss and/or abandonment. My
heart is just sad and yet happy because, due to REC ,they have a safe,
loving, caring atmosphere they can come to. The hugs they give us because
they look forward to coming to REC and our attendance says it all. That
makes my job so rewarding."
Thanks to all of you! Your support of REC has an impact in our community!

From our Executive Director
Dear Friends of REC,
It has been 13 years since REC planted a small
seed in the Riverside neighborhood. That
seed was an effort to provide at-risk students
the resources and support they needed to
succeed in school.
Over the years that seed grew into a dream to
bring REC’s positive impacts to more kids in
the Valley who struggle academically,
emotionally and socially.

Last Spring we had an opportunity to make
that dream come true. In partnership with SD
51, we applied for and received a federal
grant allowing us to establish 21st Century
Learning Centers in several more locations
throughout the District.
Since then it has been a wild ride of
coordinating sites, hiring staff, arranging
transportation, adjusting our programming to
fit grant requirements and introducing new
students and their families to our fantastic
REC community.
The work has paid off, though. Site managers,
educators and parents bring us stories of the
positive impact REC programming is having on
their students and it warms our hearts.
We are so grateful to our partners in the RIO
Coalition, Mesa County Health Services and
Hilltop for their support in implementing the
additional programming required!
We are also grateful, as always, to our REC
community of supporters and donors, our
volunteers, and staff and families for
supporting us in our mission to impact the
lives of kids who need it most!
With appreciation,
Joy Hudak
Executive Director
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What’s Happening at REC
Getting REC Kids Outside
Why is REC putting effort into getting our students outside? Studies have shown that
physical activity benefits not only physical health but mental health as well. Being
active outdoors reduces anxiety, builds self-esteem and self-confidence, and extends
personal horizons. Though “improving academic achievement” is a large part of REC’s
mission, we also are dedicated to “fostering social and emotional development” in our
students. Getting REC’s students outside benefits them holistically.
As we all know, we’re blessed with an abundance of outdoor opportunities here in the
Grand Valley. Our partners in the RIO Coalition have been invaluable in helping us take advantage of those outdoor
opportunities! They’ve taken REC students on a variety of excursions during the school year and have provided fantastic
activities for our summer program.
This year we’ve taken our outdoor programming a step further. We recently hired Jack Curry to help engage the kids at REC’s
nine sites in more outdoor experiences. He will also coordinate more activities with our RIO partners.
Jack comes to REC with a full background of experience—
everything from founding the Outdoor Club at Rowan
University while he was a student to doing two years of
conservation work with the Peace Corps in Panama. Most
recently he worked with RISE, a community service non-profit
in his home state of New Jersey.
We’re excited to have Jack as part of the REC family and we’re
looking forward to seeing our kids expand their lives outside in
our beautiful Valley!

“Nature is a tool to get children to experience not just the wider world,
but themselves.”
Stephen Moss

Got Bikes?
Help us fill this empty trailer with bikes for our cycling program! Do you have a working bicycle
in your garage or basement that’s just taking up space? REC is developing a cycling program in an
effort to get our Middle and High School students outside and active in their own communities.
Most of our sites are near the Riverfront Trail and, of course, there are numerous other
trailheads to explore throughout the valley. We’d like to take advantage of these resources.
With help from Lee Gaglione and Dental Associates of Grand Junction, we have purchased a
trailer to haul the bikes to different trailheads. Now all we need are bicycles!

We’re hoping to have a fleet of 25 bikes by early May! Can you help?
Thank you to Angela Hegstrom, the Bennet Family Charitable Trust and Tucker Suplizio for
helping us get a start on our bicycle fleet. But we still need more bicycles. We’re also looking for
new or clean, undamaged bicycle helmets.
Please call Suzette (970) 462-2901 to make arrangements to drop your bike off at the REC office (552 West Main St.) or to have us
come pick it up.
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People of REC

Getting Paid with Smiles

Why do Carrie and Tom McNamara spend time volunteer tutoring at REC? They love to
be around the youthful energy and exuberance the kids at REC have. As Tom said, “The
relationships we develop with the kids here bring a vitality and a new perspective to our
lives. It’s great to be greeted with smiles from the kids when we get here to tutor.”
Carrie heard about REC through her fellow teachers and through Tom’s involvement with
the Fruita Rotary Club. She has always loved working with young students and thought
volunteering at REC would be a great way to continue that work when she retired. Tom
decided to join her when he heard about how much she enjoyed it.
They both feel like they’ve become part of a community working with the 4th graders
and other volunteers at REC. Patrice and the other DIA site staff have really made them
feel appreciated. And, going to REC’s community gatherings
outside of regular programming has given Tom and Carrie a
chance to see another side of their students . “It’s such fun
to see the kids show off their talents and do something they
truly enjoy!”

“The unselfish effort to bring cheer to
others will be the beginning of a
happier life for ourselves.”
Helen Keller

Receiving those REC smiles has gone a long way to bringing
joy to Tom and Carrie.

Taste of Riverside is Saturday, October 19th

Save the Date
Come join us for our premier fundraising event. Traditional Mexican food, drinks, auctions and music!

Support the REC Community by Shopping!
As a non-profit organization, REC is always looking for ways to raise money to support our programming. The more money we
raise, the more educational experiences we can bring to our students.
Here are ways to benefit REC with your shopping dollars.
Go to www.rec4kids.com/donate to register for these programs.
City Market Community Awards Every time you use your City Market rewards card, REC qualifies to
earn a portion of the $2.5 million City Market has set aside for charitable organizations. Register your
card and use your grocery dollars to support REC.
AmazonSmile Support REC as you buy your gifts and essentials on Amazon. When you shop
through www.smile.amazon.com, the Amazon Foundation sends .05% of the purchase price to the
charity of your choice. Amazon Smile features the same prices, products and features of Amazon.
Bookmark www.smile.amazon.com for all your Amazon shopping.
Giving Assistant Transform your online purchases from Target, Ulta and 1000’s of other retailers to
support for REC. Earn 6% cash back on your purchases. You determine what portion of your cash back
goes to Riverside Educational Center.
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To learn more, request a
site visit or make a
contribution, contact:
Joy Hudak
Executive Director
(970) 589-5039
Joy@REC4kids.com

552 West Main Street
PO Box 4367
Grand Junction, CO 81502

Leslie Eslava
Program Director
(970) 210-3004
Leslie@REC4kids.com
Robbi Grimm
Program Coordinator
(970) 270-6018
Robbi@REC4kids.com

Please visit our website at:
www.REC4kids.com

Board of Directors
Angelina Salazar - President
Becky Hobart - Vice President
Jeff Taets - Treasurer
Kristine Kampf -Secretary
Kathy Hall
Brigitte Sϋndermann
Sally Gaglione
Angela Hegstrom
Miriam Rodriguez
Jennifer Christ
Andy Smith

Bill Raimer
Amy Davis
Sue Gormley
Mark Madsen
Kyle Hunke

Thank you from all of us at REC!
Our generous donors from February 15th to April 30th
Mary Beth and Bernie Buescher
Charitable Giving Fund
Rotary Club of Grand Junction
City of Grand Junction—
Commission on Arts & Culture
JGMS
Daniels Fund
Bennett Charitable Fund
James and Susan Anker
Janel Anderson
Kimberlee Castleton
Danielle Cooper
Kevin Hoskin
Patricia Langley
Peggy L Lawyer
Jane White
Shannon Wytulka
Dr. & Mrs. Roger Shenkel
Ruth Gormley
Tina Pope

Special thanks to those who
helped us buy Nook Readers
for our Fruitvale Elementary
students.
Thomas & Romaine Woomer
Mary Lour Layton
Michelle Roach
Randy Gehl
Superior Alarms, Inc.
Melinda & Michael Welling
Dana & Brent Prosser
James & Susan Maclean
Gregory & Kathryn Tarman
Sven & Sarah Wedekin
Lee & Sally Gaglione
Richard & Abby Kaul
William & Jill Hilty
Vance & Rebecca Wagner
Eugene & Angela Crafton
Jennifer & Jake Aubert
Tara Marshall

Antony Bullard
Summre Steury
Mark Mountford
Blair & Elizabeth Erb
Doug & Kathy King
George Gromke & Joanne Virgilio
Thank you to Watts Erb for
coordinating this program!

Our sincere apologies for any misspellings or omissions. Please contact us with corrections!
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