
THE WAVE
REFLECTION REPORT



2The Wave 2018 Tangalooma EcoMarines

WELCOME

ECO MARINES SONG
Verse 1
We are heroes and we wanna say,
We’re on a mission to save our water ways,
We promise to look after the animals in the sea and make our ocean a better place to be.

Chorus
EcoMarines are heroes and we wanna shout,
Caring for our animals is what we’re all about,
EcoMarines.

Verse 2
Dolphins and turtles and birds that fly above,
It’s all the animals in the world we care for and love,
As our song gets lounder and we will be heard we’re on a mission to spread the word.

Repeat Chorus
EcoMarines!
EcoMarines!

Congratulations on all that has been achieved in 2018! 
Our schools, student ambassadors, support crew teachers, support crew students and 
Principals can be very proud of all your efforts in keeping our waterways litter free and 
eco-system friendly. From the smallest contribution to the largest, every single act to save 
our waterways makes a difference. 

You are part of an ever increasing collective of people power that includes 35 primary 
schools, 5 secondary schools and a group of visionary corporate partners. 

Together, we show the way forward for others with our environmental leadership, 
organisational skills, public awareness raising and day to day dedication. Thank you!

Penny and Kylie

Follow us to keep up to date with exciting activities schools are up to!  

linkedin.com/company/ecomarines/

facebook.com/TangaloomaEcoMarines

instagram.com/ecomarines_/

twitter.com/EcoMarines
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Queensland Urban Utilities was the inaugural sponsor, alongside  
Tangalooma Island Resort, of Tangalooma EcoMarines.

That was back in 2014 and it has been an absolute privilege to be part of the  
Tangalooma EcoMarines journey that has constantly innovated and grown.

At its core Tangalooma EcoMarines is building environmental and community 
leadership in our young people. The passion for the environment shown by our 

young community is contagious and is teaching us all new ways we can support this 
wonderful movement.

Melissa Anderson 
Marketing Manager – Queensland Urban Utilities

“

“

We hope Water3’s involvement will encourage this group of socially conscious  
eco-warriors to make smarter choices when it comes to bottled water, and that  

they will pass on their knowledge and inspire others to change their  
habits and help protect our natural assets.

Damien Stone 
Water3 Co-founder

“ “
OUR SUPPORTERS

Thank you Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre for supporting The Wave event.

Thank you Water3, Story Bridge Adventure Climb, Riverlife, Bunnings and Ocean Stars 
Marine Education for donating gifts and prizes! 

WATER3 
Water3 is a social enterprise focused on creating habitual change by raising awareness 
of the environmental impact of bottled water and providing a solution to the problem 
through ‘refill stations’. “We are absolutely thrilled to be taking part in ‘The Wave’ event 
this year and honoured to be partnering with like-minded organisations to promote and 
protect the unique ecosystems of South East Queensland. 
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PRIMARY  
SCHOOLS
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BANKSIA BEACH STATE SCHOOL
It has been another fantastic year being 
part of the EcoMarines program. 
Our ambassadors and support crew 
students ran an EcoMarines stall at our fete, 
watched a Plastic Ocean documentary, 
and worked on reducing waste throughout 
the school. The highlight of the year was 
creating our jellyfish art work (made of 
100% rubbish) for Cleanaway’s Waste 
Warrior Challenge! Ambassadors collected 
530 pieces of rubbish from the school yard 
to make the jellyfish (mostly plastic and 
food wrappers) that could have otherwise 
ended up in Moreton Bay. We loved having 
the Cleanaway truck visit our school and 
learnt a lot about waste and recycling from 
their waste expert, Elli! 



6The Wave 2018 Tangalooma EcoMarines

BOUNTY BOULEVARD STATE SCHOOL

This is Bounty Boulevard State School’s 
second year of participation in the 
EcoMarines program and in 2018, Zara, 
Cailyn, Lilou and Zoe were proudly the 
EcoMarines Ambassadors. 
Since their appointment, our school has 
participated in Clean Up Australia Day 

and EcoMarines Dress up day (children 
were asked to dress up in green, blue or 
their favourite animal in the ocean and 
proceeds purchased compost bins for our 
school). The Ambassadors have presented 
on parade the importance of reducing 
plastic, they have continued ‘Wrapper Free 
Wednesday,’ screened ‘A plastic Ocean’ 
documentary and held a beach Spring 
clean-up on Suttons Beach, Redcliffe. 

Another highlight of our year was proudly 
recording the ‘EcoMarines are Heroes’ 
song in the Southern Cross Austereo 
studio!!! Zara, Ianthia, Flynn and Harlow 
created such a beautiful recording and 
one that we can all enjoy listening to and 
singing along to for years to come. 
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BULIMBA STATE SCHOOL
Bulimba EcoMarines are very proud to 
share our achievements for 2018. 
We have learned that together, we can 
take action and be a real force of positive 
change locally and globally and that 
small changes can and do make a BIG 
difference! Our highlights include:

Achievements:

• Clean Up Bulimba and Rubbish Audit.

• Lobbying P&C for a greener Tuckshop 
with SUCCESS! (i.e. using vegware, 
discontinue sales of bottled water).

• Hosting a screening event for Year 1-2.

• Establishment of Bulimba Boomerang 
Bag Co-Op.

• Student lead meetings (following a 
roster of roles – Chairperson, secretary, 
education officer).

• Outstanding representation on parade.

• Education and advocacy  
(Eg. Plastic Free July).

• Moreton Bay Turtle (Recycled Art) for 
the Sculpture’s in the School Festival. 

• Recycled artwork spotto game.

Skills we’ve built:
• Invitation, newsletter, speech and 

presentation writing

• Event planning

• Lobbying and petitioning

• Public Speaking

• Leadership

• Teamwork

• Investigation and research skills

• Goal setting
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• Earth Hour

• World Environment Day

• Enviro & Recycling Week

• Awarding Mr Green Able on 
Assemblies for most environmentally 
friendly class 

• Nude Food lunches every Tuesday

We are excited to share from 2019 our 
tuckshop will no longer be providing 
plastic straws or cutlery! 

CLAYFIELD COLLEGE

This year our EcoMarines ambassadors, 
Mackenzie, Lily, Jordan and Nikki, have 
encouraged many environmental initiatives 
at Clayfield College. 
Each Tuesday the girls help coordinate our 
‘Green Team’ meetings which comprise 
a student representative from each 
class in the Primary School. Over lunch 
we share our environmental goals and 
vision, and ways in which we can improve 
environmental awareness around our 
school. 

Throughout 2018 the ‘Green Team’ has 
been involved the following activities:

• Adopt a Street – cleaning local streets 
surrounding our school

• Gardening – creating a herb and 
vegetable garden in our new nature 
space playground.

• Tangalooma excursion

• Coochiemudlo Island event

• Clean Up Australia Day
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This year, Ambassadors Lola, Beau, 
Chelsea and Genevieve and Support 
Crew Teacher Steve travelled to different 
locations on Stradbroke Island (where we 
live) making a video and to help spread 
the word to everyone about the beautiful 
environments, animals and marine life of 
Minjerribah (North Stradbroke Island), and 
how vulnerable they are to pollution. 
Our video was played at a community 
event, Movie Under the Stars, before 
the main event started. It has since been 
released on Facebook and has had over 
4500 views! Talk about spreading the word!

We were also very lucky to be part of 
filming a documentary with a film maker 
all the way from America! We enjoyed 
showing Jason from Seven Season Films 

DUNWICH STATE SCHOOL
our island where we spotted Yalingbilla 
(whales), Buangun (dolphins), Merrigimpah 
(eagles) and Duruman (kangaroos). 

One of the most powerful questions he 
asked us was: If the ocean could talk, what 
do you think IT would say?
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EVERTON PARK STATE SCHOOL

2018 has seen the EPSS EcoMarines 
Ambassadors focus on building 
sustainable practices within the  
EPSS community. 
We have been diligent in pushing the 
Active School Travel program in our 
school. Once again, encouraging practices 
that move away from single use plastics, 
including lunchbox audits and our school 
tuckshop. 

Our biggest project which has been 
ongoing for some time now is the Seabin. 
We have successfully secured Australian 
order number 1 from the Seabin and have 
begun the process of working out the finer 
details. This has been the culmination of a 
few years of fundraising and liaising with 
the founders of this exciting project. 
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Throughout the year, we have taken 
responsibility for the local beach down  
the end of our street. Each week 
volunteers meet before school and 
complete a beach clean.
The amount of rubbish we find each week 
still amazes us, particularly those pesky 
plastics that get caught between the rocks 
before being swept into our beautiful 
Moreton Bay!

During Term 3, our school underwent a 
waste audit where we collected all rubbish 
for one day and categorised the waste that 
normally is sent to landfill. This activity was 
really an eye-opener for our students and 
their families!

We have now implemented systems to 
manage our food waste which includes 
worm farms and composting. We also now 
have a few chickens on the school grounds 
that enjoy the scraps as well! 

There’s still so much that we can do, but 
we are extremely proud of the difference 
we are making.

GRACE LUTHERAN PRIMARY SCHOOL
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school label. The EcoMarines educated 
their Prep Buddy classes about the 
importance of cleaning up the litter in the 
school grounds with Friday lunch time 
campaigns so rubbish doesn’t end up in 
our local Fish Creek. It was a success with 
Year 1s joining in too!

HILDER ROAD STATE SCHOOL

The four ambassadors have demonstrated 
growth in their leadership skills with 
confidence and communication skills in 
speaking at our school assemblies and to 
our Prep Buddy classes.
The ambassadors learned that a good 
leader listens, is committed, demonstrates 
team work, is a good role model and 
shows initiative. The best thing about 
being an EcoMarine is being able to 
educate and inspire others to be proactive 
knowing that you have a positive impact  
on the environment. 

Highlights of the year include the Wynnum 
Foreshores clean up, the Tangalooma 
excursions particularly the dolphin feeding 
and swims at the beautiful beach, and 
selling reusable shopping bags with our 
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INDOOROOPILLY STATE SCHOOL 

• Divert the equivalent of 227 elephant’s 
worth of printer cartridges from ending 
up in landfill. 

• Participate in the Turn to Tap challenge.

• Introduce 3 new leadership roles to 
support our Ambassadors.

In 2018, Indooroopilly State School was 
successfully able to:
• Include the Brisbane City Council 

Waste Audit to our Year 4 HASS unit. 

• Participate in the Colgate Community 
Garden Challenge.

• Pursue our goals for a Cleaner Greener 
Indooroopilly with our successful  
Carry Chew Convert and Litter  
Busters programmes. 

• Include Golden Bin award at Senior 
and Junior School assembly for the 
class with the best recycling habits.

• Plant a vegetable, herb, bee and 
butterfly attracting garden for each 
year level. 

• Transform almost 100 t-shirts into 
t-shirt bags to use at the school fete 
instead of single use plastic bags. 
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ISLAMIC COLLEGE OF BRISBANE
At Islamic College of Brisbane, our  
4 ambassadors have shown great 
leadership this year during our weekly 
meetings. We also have a brilliant support 
crew that are keen to help. 
We can see a difference in behaviours 
of our lower primary students. More are 
bringing litter-free lunches and reusable 
water bottles and they are motivated 
to keep our playground clean. Our best 
achievements are our clean-up club,  
Litter-free lunch and Golden Bin 
competition. Our ambassadors also helped 
Year 4 students to establish a native plant 
garden as a part of the Bush Neighbours 
Karawatha Forest program. We have so 
many students that want to be a part 
of this program that it’s hard to select a 
smaller group. Our next challenge is to 
implement a Year 1 education program at 
the end of this year. We’re also creating 
a Water Week video to raise awareness 
about saving water.
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ITHACA CREEK STATE SCHOOL

Ithaca Creek State School have been 
participating in the EcoMarines program 
for 3 years. 
As a result we have noticed a decrease in 
the rubbish around our school, a growing 
passion for the environment in particular 
caring for our creek and local waterways 
and growing a flourishing kitchen garden, 
bush tucker garden and planting native 
plants for our native animals and insects to 
use. Last week Ithaca Creek State School 
won the Brisbane City Council Cleaner 
Suburbs (Primary Category) Award. We 
love to be a part of this program and the 
impact it has on our school!
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KALLANGUR STATE SCHOOL

This was Kallangur State Schools first year 
in the EcoMarines program. 
A huge amount of interest was generated 
at parade when the concept was 
introduced to the school, with many 
students applying for the role. Our main 
focus has been the need to adopt and 
foster a cultural shift throughout the whole 
school in terms of recycling, reducing 
waste and other green initiatives. Our 
EcoMarines and support crew have taken 
on board the roles of helping to implement 
these changes within the school. The 
next generation have a growing sense of 
urgency in environmental matters. We have 
found the program to be ideal in sharing 
ideas, building community awareness and 
taking real action that will ultimately help to 
make a difference in their future lives.
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• Wrapper Free Wednesdays is now  
a habit at Lota.  

• As EcoMarines, we feel that the best 
actions are every day actions.  

• We are proud to be changing student 
attitudes and educating  
our community.     

LOTA STATE SCHOOL

Lota State School is a small school making 
a big difference in the local environment.   
We have many achievements this year  
from being chosen to film with Totally Wild, 
speaking on ABC radio, winning the Cicada 
short film awards, reducing the amount 
of rubbish at school, to educating the 
community and running many events  
at school. 

• We participated in ‘The Power of the 
Port’ challenge at Port of Brisbane  
and had our Mini Marines along for  
the excursion.

• Each day ambassadors and support 
crew are out nominating students for 
picking up rubbish, separating rubbish 
from recycling and checking the 
correct bins are used.   

• We love presenting the “Golden Bin” 
award each week on parade to a 
nominated student. 
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MACGREGOR STATE SCHOOL 

The growth and development of 
MacGregor’s ambassadors have been far 
reaching. They feel accomplished and 
proud to wear their badge of honour. Their 
many jobs included speaking at assembly 
and becoming community leaders in their 
own right. 
We partnered with Planet Arc and our  
local Bunnings for National Tree Day. 
What a terrific day! Through some 
sponsorship, we were able to obtain free 
native Australian plants and spent the 
day planting and creating more “green 
space” around the school. This simple act 
of planting has created a ripple effect. All 
of a sudden, we have random volunteers 
helping to water and prune the plants to 
keep them growing strong. 

Some future projects include making our 
own bees wax wraps and attempting 
to re-vamp our wrapper free lunch box 
with a free bees wax give away for every 
class! We’re so very excited to be on this 
amazing journey, after all, there is no 
planet B. 

Keep it green! 



19The Wave 2018 Tangalooma EcoMarines

The crew reminded us that little changes 
in our behaviours make big changes in our 
world. Seeing turtles swim under the boat 
so close to the city reminded us that the 
world depends on us.

Our incredible environmental club 
coordinates activities from:  
• Pop up cleaning session with Brisbane 

City Council

• Friday rubbish cleanups 

• Power of the Port challenge 

• Gardening 

• Swap shops

• Fundraisers for World Environment 
Day for farmers affected by drought

Our EcoMarines have been able to spread 
the word through their actions. We are 
extremely grateful and proud to be 
EcoMarines.

MORNINGSIDE STATE SCHOOL 
In our first year as EcoMarines, 
Morningside State School has enjoyed 
the experience of meeting other like-
minded people and have enthusiastically 
participated in the EcoMarines challenges. 
A highlight for our EcoMarines was a trip 
to Tangalooma and participating in the 
filming of a segment for Creek to Coast. 
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MOUNT CROSBY STATE SCHOOL 
Ambassadors and support crew students 
enjoyed:
• Payne Rd visit: inspired to try new 

things, helped to spread the word.

• Visit to Tangalooma: inspired to do 
more to help the environment.

• Educating younger students (Year 1s) 
during CoralWatch activity.

• Wrapper Free Wednesdays – reducing 
the rubbish in our school.

• Creating posters advertising the 
removal of plastic straws from  
the tuckshop.

• Creating video for the spread the  
word competition.

Noticed that the school was quite clean 
around the classrooms because of the Bin 
it to Win it competition. Introduced a new 
challenge to try and clean up other areas in 
the school – Eco Cards – children rewarded 
for picking up rubbish around the school. 
We’ve only been doing this since term 3 
with encouraging results so far.  

Thoughts from the EcoMarines and 
Support Crew about the Program:
• Challenges your thinking

• Hard work but worth it

• Enjoyable

• Inspirational

• Encouraging

• Educational
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OAKLEIGH STATE SCHOOL
Oakleigh State School’s passionate 
ambassadors have been running a ‘War 
on Waste’ initiative along with the year 6 
student leaders in the school. 
An audit was completed at the start of the 
year to analyse the types and quantities 
of rubbish found. Throughout the year 
rubbish has been collected and sorted 
into the correct bins. At the end of the 
year, a final audit will be done to see if our 
War on Waste was successful! There has 
been a shift in attitudes and behaviours 
within the school and students have been 
working hard to reduce waste and dispose 
of waste properly. Ambassadors promote 
wrapper free lunches each day and run a 
competition between classrooms using 
the Golden Bin Award. Ambassadors write 
weekly messages in the school newsletter 
to educate the school community about 
environmental messages and encourage 
wrapper free lunches. 
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PARK LAKE STATE SCHOOL
Our Top Eco accomplishment to date 
was winning the Australian wide ‘Beauty 
Product’ recycling competition hosted by 
Terracycle and Garnier. 

In the last term of 2017 the school who 
collected the most amount of products 
and who had the most online votes would 
win. Due to the overwhelming support 
we received from our community we won 
Australia’s first recycled playground worth 
$45,000!  Although we were astounded by 
the sheer volume of beauty product waste, 
we are glad we were able to divert that 
waste from landfill.  

This year we have continued on our 
mission to make the world a better place 
by running a number of initiatives to inform 
and educate our school community about 
environmental issues. 
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PAYNE ROAD STATE SCHOOL 
Zahara and Katherine (Eco-Captains) 
Lucinda and Rohan are our 2018 
EcoMarines ambassadors. 
Our achievements include: 
• Regularly speaking at assembly. 

• Stash the Trash campaign. 

• Trash Audit. 

• Working with garden club to collect 
food scraps for our compost bins 
and worm towers. Even the staff are 
involved with a compost bin now in the 
staff room.  

• Selling worm juice. 

• Improved our recycling.

• Introduced soft plastic recycling. 

• 3D poster to help educate  
recycling right.

Due to the trash audit, we really saw for 
ourselves that it is so important to pay 
attention to what we are really doing 
when we say we are recycling. We also 
discovered that we could collect the soft 
scrunchy plastics from food wrap, chip 
packets and bars and we could get these 
recycled as well. 

Thank you everyone for spreading the 
word! It is great to see more and more 
children getting involved!
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RACEVIEW STATE SCHOOL

What the EcoMarines Ambassadors 
(Phoebe, Makayla, Adelle, Paige and 
Tahlia) have done at Raceview in 2018! 

• At the start of the year we organised 
a disco to raise money for our new 
school gardening projects. This 
included setting up a small veggie 
garden. Early in term three we also 
planted trees as part of National  
Tree Day.

• In July we spoke on stage at the 
Ipswich Sustainability Summit, about 
the Tangalooma EcoMarines Program 
at Raceview. This was very exciting 
as we presented to well over 400 
students, across two days.

• Our challenge focus for 2018 has 
been around continuing Wrapper 
Free Wednesday, making a Spread 
the Word video and encouraging all 
students at Raceview to enter the Turn 
to Tap Bag Tag competition.  
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SAINT STEPHEN’S COLLEGE
At Saint Stephen’s College the EcoMarines 
and the EcoMarines program has become 
a part of the fabric of the College.
The EcoMarines manage a few gardens 
around the College, run special events and 
days each term (such as free lunchtime 
activities to promote Earth Hour), promote 
recycling and encourage us all to rethink 
consumption and our consumption habits.  
Almost weekly someone sends us an email 
of things we could do, ideas they have 
seen and to share sustainable practises 
they have picked up. 

The EcoMarines this year have been 
engaging in community projects also.  
Our favourite project to be involved in  
has been BeachCare. 
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SHORNCLIFFE STATE SCHOOL
Spotlight Ambassador: James Dale  
– a persistent EcoMarine
James was in Prep when he found 
out about EcoMarines. He prepared a 
presentation for the Principal, unfortunately 
they said no. The following year Shorncliffe 
State School got a new Acting Principal 
and off James went again, but again, 
his request was denied. In 2017, James 
was in year 2, and when a new Principal 
was appointed to the school. Finally, this 
Principal was so impressed by James’ 
presentation and commitment they 
contacted EcoMarines for a meeting. 
James is the youngest ambassador to  
ever be in the EcoMarines program.

James and his fellow EcoMarines 
Ambassadors have been working hard, 
spreading the word educating their 
community about our local environment, 
environmental issues and how people  
can help. 

James is now an honorary member of 
EcoMarines and he looks forward to 
working with EcoMarines in years to come!
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SOUTHERN CROSS CATHOLIC COLLEGE

It’s so exciting and rewarding that every 
year, through the hard work of our 
EcoMarines Ambassadors, our school’s 
knowledge and commitment to ‘Save the 
Bay’ and hence our World grows deeper 
and stronger. 
Our major focus in 2018 has been on 
creating sustainability of practice to create 
a sustainable environment i.e. to practice 
what you preach all the time, not just 
when there’s a competition on, or when 
you have a special role. Our Tangalooma 
EcoMarines Ambassadors this year have 
made a big deal about all students being 
EcoMarines, working with their Year 4 
Teachers and student cohort to bring about 
sustainable change that will always make a 
difference. Thanks to Cleanaway who (truck 
and all) taught us what we can and can’t 
put in our recycle bins and why. 
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ST. MARK’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Saint Mark’s has joined the EcoMarines for 
the first time in 2018. 
The group came along to the ambassador 
training at Tangalooma Island Resort and 
were excited to come back to school and 
share what they had learnt with the other 
children. This year our focus has been on 
starting a recycling program within the 
school to try to minimise our impact on 
the environment. The EcoMarines were in 
charge of educating all of the classes and 
students on what went in the recycling bins 
and what went in the refuse bins. This has 
been so successful, with all our students 
now recycling every day!
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ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL 

This year we had the amazing opportunity 
of becoming a Tangalooma EcoMarines 
school. 
We spent a lot of time working as a 
team, devising a plan for how we can be 
changemakers at St. Paul’s School. After a 
thought-provoking trip to Tangalooma for 
the Ambassador Training Day, we decided 
that it was important to gather a group 
of younger students, to help us educate 
our school in reducing plastic waste. This 
began our Mini-EcoMarines team! We 
have 12 students from Prep, Year 1, Year 
2 and Year 3, who are helping us create a 
fun and educational video for our school 
community, that we hope will help them 
to make good choices about where they 
put their waste! Along with our Wrapper 
Free Wednesday and ‘Go Green Day,’ we 
know we are starting to encourage our 
community to think a little bit more about 
their environmental impact!

WRAPPER-FREE 
WEDNESDAY!

The Tangalooma EcoMarines want you 
to take part in…

Help us reduce waste by bringing a wrapper-free lunch and morning tea to school every Wednesday!

Don’t forg
et reusabl

e water 

bottles ev
ery day!

A great way to be 
healthy, and love the 

environment!
At the same time!

Here are some lunchbox ideas!
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ST. PETER’S ROCHEDALE

St Peter’s EcoMarines ambassadors (Elijah, 
Keeta, Josh and Zak) are promoting 
positive environmental changes. 
Some of their leadership has included: 
• Selling reusable bags and cutlery sets 

before assemblies. 

• Promoting a weekend Clean-up 
Challenge for our Year 5 and 6 
students. 

• Recycling our disposable cups  
through Simply Cups

• Gardening club.

A highlight for us in 2018 was being the 
first school in Queensland to recycle 
disposable cups and finishing 8th in 
Australia in the Terracycle Colgate 
Community Garden challenge by recycling 
our toiletry items. Our ambassadors also 

set a new challenge this year for our Year 5 
and 6 students to take a photo or video of 
themselves cleaning up their local area. 

The EcoMarines program has encouraged 
positive change, inspired our little ones 
and has allowed our older students to be 
truly proud of their impact before they 
leave St Peter’s.
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ST. RITA’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 
The Rita’s Eco Rangers has four 
trailblazing ambassadors who have led 
the way for new challenges and ideas for 
involvement in our school during 2018. 
Alongside our support crew, the 
Rita’s Eco Rangers have worked with 
Indigiscapes to conduct our first ever bin 
audit. This led to the campaign run by our 
Rangers to take note of students who were 
picking up rubbish and making sure it went 
into the right bin to ultimately win tickets 
to the Planetarium. We then celebrated  
as our whole school gathered to watch  
“A Plastic Ocean” which was a big 
revelation for all students and staff. 

Throughout the year, we have had 
increasing amounts of students asking to 
join the Rita’s Eco Rangers because of the 
inspirational actions led by our group, and 
we have ended this year with our biggest 
group of rangers yet and 27 students 
attending The Wave.
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This year has seen the EcoMarines 
working extremely hard to help to reduce 
the amount of wrappers students have in 
their lunch boxes. 
The Wrapper Free Wednesday Program 
has considerably reduced the wrappers in 
student lunch boxes. Every Wednesday the 
EcoMarines visit classrooms and tally up 
the number of wrappers found in student 
lunches. It’s quite a fun job now and it only 
takes a couple of minutes because the 
students are so well prepared, and there 
are less wrappers to count!! The Green 
Gnome has also been a huge hit with the 
students vying for this cute little guy!!   

As a school we have committed to 
implementing a recycling program and 
our tuckshop convenor has gone to great 
lengths to introduce recyclable wrappers 
into the tuckshop. The EcoMarines are now 
working with the whole school to educate 
them via assembly presentations and the 
EcoMarines newsletters.

TALLEBUDGERA STATE SCHOOL
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WAMURAN STATE SCHOOL
Ambassadors in the Wamuran Earth 
Protectors team have had a successful  
year enforcing change within the  
school community. 
In 2018 we noticed a lot more students 
taking responsibility for their own waste 
and disposing of waste and composting 
correctly. The highlight of our year was 
working together to create a whale 
sculpture we named Bluey. For two years 
we have been collecting plastic lids at our 
recycling station to make this sculpture 
out of recycled materials for the Generate 
Festival in Caboolture. We won the 
competition! 

Penny and Kylie would like to make 
a special thank you to Sherry Bruce 
(Wamuran SS) for making EcoMarines  
a video. You can check out the video at 
ecomarines.com. 
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WEST END STATE SCHOOL
At West End State School we aim to 
reduce our waste by composting lunch  
and after school care food scraps. 
These are put into worm farms and the 
resulting soil at the end of the year is 
spread over our gardens. We have recently 
been working with the community to 
create an incredible wilderness play area 
at the front of our grounds. We have a 
beautiful and unique frog pond landscaped 
into the site and swimming happily in its 
water are many endangered native Honey 
Blue Eye fish. We have been working with 
the Queensland Museum to learn more 
about marine plastics and the effect this 
has on our marine wildlife. We are busy 
creating an artwork using upcycled plastic 
from our community to visually portray our 
connection to the world’s oceans. We hope 
this will be displayed at The World Science 
Festival next year!
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WILSTON STATE SCHOOL
With over 80 EcoMarines warriors, we 
have inspired and accomplished so much 
this year. 
From worm farms, composting, gardening, 
recyclable fashion parade to banning 
straws, decreasing electricity, Clean Up 
Australia Day and keeping the whole 
school updated and aware of what we  
are doing on regular assemblies. 

We have inspired the younger grades  
by presenting and teaching the 
CoralWatch pack and talked to them about 
composting to the point where they’ve 
created their own little group called the 
‘Mini EcoMarines’.

Finally, we created our own EcoMarines 
song called ‘The Number 1 Rule’ and 
performed it in front of the school. 

Here is a little snippit for your enjoyment!
Listen up kids from Wilston State School,

We NEED you to follow the EcoMarine rule.

Put your rubbish in the bin, take a look 
around at the mess we’re in.
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• Our school is now plastic straw free 
and popper free due to the initiative 
of one student.

• Two students have led a school wide 
video and poster competition.

• 2018 has been our most active 
and focussed year following our 
membership and commitment to  
the EcoMarines Program.

WISHART STATE SCHOOL

This year, Wishart State School made 
several substantial efforts to spread the 
EcoMarines message:
• Increase in the attendance of our 

Enviro Warrior program (from 18 to 31).

• Special badges given to help identify 
and provide status for students. A 
terms commitment is required to 
receive a badge.

• Weekly meetings (with consistent 
time/place) where students discuss 
future activities and participate in 
video presentations, clean ups, poster 
making etc.    

• Our most visible regular programs are 
our Nude Food Wednesdays (chance 
to win prizes) and our composting for 
gardens.

• Our Enviro leaders are elected by the 
school community and EcoMarines are 
selected from our team. They make 
weekly environmental announcements 
at assembly to reward or encourage 
the student body.
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Our Wondall Heights EcoMarines 
Ambassadors have developed lots of 
ongoing projects that will continue in our 
school for years to come. 

WONDALL HEIGHTS STATE SCHOOL
The Wondall Heights EcoMarines 
have started some new projects and 
continued existing ones, to help save the 
environment in which we live. 
One of our new projects for this year is 
to rejuvenate our school’s vegie gardens. 
Our gardens are now growing delicious 
foods including strawberries, lettuce and 
some juicy corn. We have also started 
a composting project. After Brain Break 
each day, our Year Three students collect 
their food scraps for compost, which will 
eventually become fertiliser for our plants. 

As part of our Arbor Day celebrations, 
our Year Ones planted 150 plants along 
our senior oval. The plants will help to 
minimise erosion along the bank and will 
provide a home for some wildlife in our 
school, especially frogs and lizards. 
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WYNNUM WEST STATE SCHOOL 

Wynnum West State School has had  
a successful year raising awareness of  
the importance of looking after our 
Moreton Bay. 
Our 4 enthusiastic ambassadors,  
Addison, Charlie, Layan and Shaliyah, 
have organised several events throughout 
this year. These include, planning and 
implementing a wrapper free week in 
term 2, speaking at school assemblies 
and participating in the Cleanaway Waste 
Warrior challenge where we created  
‘Bob the Barramundi’ from 138 used  
chip wrappers. 

Our EcoMarines were also invited to speak 
at the Corporate Clean-up Event held at 
Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron  
at Manly. 
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SECONDARY  
SCHOOLS
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HILLBROOK ANGLICAN SCHOOL
It has been a busy year at Hillbrook. With 
the Environment club and our EcoMarines, 
we have continued to recycle with the bins 
being emptied by the students weekly. 
We have completed more bin audits to 
raise awareness of what is going into the 
wrong bins by showing PowerPoints at 
assembly to the whole school. We then 
follow up with a game show of “What 
bin does it go in?” and checking their 
understanding with a Kahoot. We raised 
money and awareness with celebrating 
World Ocean Day and a cupcake 
competition. We have started soft plastic 
recycling in the staffroom and are planning 
to do the same for the whole school…
watch this space. The students have 
started working with the crèche which is 
also on the Hillbrook site to educate the 
little ones. We cannot wait until next year 
to see how far we can go in reducing the 
school’s landfill waste.
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The EcoMarines of Redeemer Lutheran 
College have focused on two challenges 
this year. 
Primarily they organised a ‘Go Green’ 
Day where they raised $1300.00 for a 
Seabin. This was a whole school event 
with environmental devotions taking 
place in the morning, free dress and 
various activities throughout the day. 
The second focus of the year was on the 
recycling habits of Redeemer students. 
After sorting through rubbish bins, they 
worked out what types of items needed 
to go in the general waste compared to 
recycling and proposed an organic waste 
bin to the school administration. They are 
still working through a proposal for the 
education campaign they want to run in 
the school. 

REDEEMER LUTHERAN COLLEGE
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WHITES HILL STATE COLLEGE

Whites Hill State College ambassadors 
attended the Training Day at Tangalooma 
at the start of the year where they learnt 
about Moreton Bay and got to feed the 
dolphins. 
Our ambassadors got the opportunity 
to share ideas and network with other 
high schools in the EcoMarines program. 
The highlight of our year was proudly 
becoming ambassadors for the CoralWatch 
program where you can become part of 
a citizen science community that cares 
for coral and reef conservation. We are 
currently working on plans to tackle litter 
in 2019! 
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WYNNUM STATE HIGH SCHOOL 
The EcoMarines program is in its second 
year at Wynnum SHS and we are slowly 
changing behaviours as a community.
Our achievements this year include: 
• Attended Ambassador Training at 

Tangalooma.

• Attended Clean Up Australia Day with 
fellow EcoMarines. 

• Power of the Port Challenge. 

• Making a video for Spread the Word 
challenge. 

• Clean up club with Brisbane City 
Council. 

Prior to the clean-up we educated fellow 
students explaining that clean up doesn’t 
just mean the big pieces of litter but also 
microplastics that can be very harmful. We 
had 900 students from 42 classes that went 
to their allocated section of the school and 
did a clean-up. The clean-up was an eye 
opener for many students as they were 
surprised by the quantity of microplastics 
collected. As we are so close to Moreton 
Bay everyone was pleased to have stopped 
this waste entering the oceans. A proud 
day for our Ambassadors.
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Artist – Delvene Cockatoo-Collins

Delvene Cockatoo-Collins is a Quandamooka 
woman who lives and works on Minjerribah, 

North Stradbroke Island and has connections 
through her grandfather to Mulgumpin – 

Moreton Island.

Her arts practice includes printmaking, ceramics 
and small sculptural works. Through these 
mediums she expresses the stories of her 

family’s lived experiences on Minjerribah, and 
her responses to images and texts related to 
her family. One story relates to Migaloo, the 
white yalingbilla – humpback who passes by 
each year. The artwork for the Tangalooma 

EcoMarines 2018, depicts Migaloo who 
Delvene first saw in 2014 with her mother  

Aunty Evelyn Parkin.
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