
 

 

Fox PTA General Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, February 13, 2020  

8:15am  
Fox Cafeteria 

 
1. Call to Order & Welcome, 8:24. 

2. Roll Call of Officers: Trisha Golding, Allison Abernethy, Robyn Lowy, Krysti Araque, Beth Kidd, Emily 

Moore 

3. Old Business - approve last meeting minutes (November).  

a. Beth Kidd approves.  Robyn Lowy seconds.   

4. Dr. Sork - Principal Update 

a. Thanks to everyone for support during rough times for district.  There has been a lot of 

compassion during this time.  Social media and main stream media has been a force.  In addition 

to local discussion, there has been a lot of negativity and passions, from many perspectives from 

all across the country.  Has been really proud of our leadership and how they have tried to move 

forward and to community for putting out support and love around CHS. 

b. Lock down last week, not necessarily related, but definitely tied to heightened intensity.  We do 

drills, but before school was a big learning activity.  This included preschool.  There were 

communication challenges.  

I) Parent saw kids entering school that they thought were suspicions.  Parent reported, staff 

listened.  Took time to find and interview, due to a variety of circumstances.  Once students 

were identified and interviewed, all was find and lock down was over.   

c. Fox has had some experience with this, because police have put us in an external lockdown 

before.  Communication and before school timing makes for challenges. We need to practice 

when messy too. 

I) For Fox before school, we would have to let drop off parents know.  We now have signs for 

drop off, but also need to consider what best communication for walkers is.  

II) Fox practiced coming into playground with hearing safety whistle protocol.  Stop, listen to find 

plan, which could be many different options.  Fox drill happened to be day of lockdown, but 

was planned way ahead.  Decided to move forward with plan, but keep it light.  Intent to keep 

practicing and learning.   

III) Had a speaker come in, Mom from Sandy Hook.  Her take was that elementary kids already 

know a lot, so we may be doing a disservice if we try to shelter.  

IV) Conversation continues about safety procedures at Fox, especially regarding walkers and 

what emergency would look like here. 

1. Possible parent coaching? New types of drills (Evacuation avoidance) 

2. Harvest Churches, additional buses via District, or city with needed. 



 

 

V) Will always make the best decision we can based on current information and treat kids like 

they are our own! 

d. Feedback  

I) Parents are appreciating positive information coming from Dr. Sork via social media, 

especially while there is lots of negativity in other areas.   

II) What is the best way to get information out?  Parents without kids at Camas high, would also 

like to get emergency information, and might also be community helpers.  Same concerns 

about informing staff members with kids at high school. 

e. Communication was big learning event.  Someone will tell our story; we want it to be us.   

f. Extra spirit day, Wed., Feb. 26th. 

I) As a reward, kids chose bed day.  Kids can wear pajamas and bring a small stuffy.  Teachers 

might have “parking lot” in classroom if stuffies are a distraction. 

5. Treasurer’s Report - Beth Kidd & Krysti Araque 

a. Yearbook and Tae Kwon Do sales active. (Is there a cap for Tae Kwon Do?)  

b. Movie night went well! 5th grade party and SLT made money.   

6. Chair Reports 

a. Natural Playground update - Tammy Speer:  

I) Feb update.  Presents sketched drawing of vision for Natural Playground.  List of 

materials/donations.  What we have, what we need.  Cost estimates, breakdown.  Each has 

been approves by District.  Last meeting, we approved for $15,000 approval to move forward.  

Actual costs are higher.  Most money going toward play structure.   

1. Shows two options for structure, based on student, staff, leadership input.  

1. Option 2 has one small section similar to what we have, so we would switch that out 

and let kids vote. Option 1 is a little different and more climbing.  Has a higher 

capacity for kids.   

2. Once we approve funds, then plan to let kids input to help finalize details.  

2. Music not included in this stage, but hope to add later on.  Music will be expensive. It will 

be easier to write grants after we have started project.   

3. Dr. Sork is in support of community choices and is happy that PTA wants to put bigger 

money toward this project.  She thinks that it is a good practice to save, then invest back 

into the kids.  This creates a legacy for the school.  Once we spend and have a smaller 

balance of savings, we will have more access to grants.   

4. This will reach EVERY student, which will also make us eligible for more grants. 

5. Lowes might be able to donate some of the listed items.    

6. Tentative community build on Earth Day, April 22nd. 

II) Vote for approval of additional funds for natural playground.   



 

 

1. Motion to vote to approve $22,909 in additional funds for Natural playground.  Lianne 

Lauda approves, Emily Moore seconds.  

1. A quorum established and members voted to approve $22,909 in additional funds 

for the Natural Playground.  10 present. 3 proxy.   

b. Arts update - Amanda Carter-Jura: artist update, June artist  

I) Current artist is making self-portraits on ceramic relief tiles.  The unique art is turning out 

great. We provided professional development workshop for teachers, who will also have tiles 

on display (this was a great experience for teachers to be doing art and in a learning space). 

Kids have all made tiles and will be back next week to paint tiles.  There is lots of opportunity 

for kiln firing; official schedule is out.  (Volunteers needed.)  Tiles will be on display on 

STEAM night. 

II) 3rd graders went on field trip to Portland Art Museum. We are hoping we can make this a 

yearly event.   

III) One more Artist in Residence for spring, TDB. Contact Amanda with any ideas. 

c. Library update - Amanda Carter-Jura: 

I) Book fair is coming up.  Mrs. Logan is looking for volunteers. March, 23-26. Coordinated with 

bring an adult to lunch day.   

II) Looking for volunteers to bind more books and fix damage books.   

III) Continued opportunity for birthday books.  Scholarships available.   

d. Yearbook update - Tammy Speer: 

I) Today is last day for yearbook sales at $14 price. After today, extra money per order goes to 

5th grade families who cannot order.   

e. Tae Kwon Do fundraiser - Jackie Boaz: 

I) Beginning of March. 100% money paid goes straight to PTA.  

f. Spirit Gear - Silvan Davidson:  

I) One more spirit order.  March 2nd forms sent in Friday folders.  Orders due March 13rd.  Gear 

should be in around April 6th.  More short sleeve options and a new short with kindness 

theme, which is a fundraiser for the Natural Playground.   

g. Dance - Beth Kidd: 

I) Still looking for co-chair.  Date is April 17th. Deciding theme.   

7. New Business 

a. Upcoming 2020-2021 Elections - nominations needed  

I)   Next general meeting (April 16th) has officer elections.  Nomination forms coming out Feb. 

21st in Friday folders and will be due March 20th. 

b. CEF Online Auction - ends 2/13 @ 8pm.  Dr. Sork donated principal for a day.  Keep bidding!  

8. Adjourn, 9:30. Eat Donuts! Thanks, Rachelle!   


