
 
GARNET VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
Drum Major/Student Leader Application (Due Wed May 16) 
 

Requirements for applicants: 
 

- Must be an incoming 10th, 11th or 12th grader (11th & 12th grade only for Drum Major) 
at Garnet Valley High School and have participated in the Marching Band for all of their 
years at the high school.  

 
- Candidates should be in good standing with the director and be prepared to act as the 

public student leader of the Marching Band. This includes being a positive influence for 
all members of the ensemble with regard to attitude, leadership, preparedness, 
motivation and musicianship. 

 
Duties of Student Leader:  

- Lead band/section through learning of drill and music 
- Set an example for band/section members of expected work ethic, musicianship, and 

positive attitude  
- Conduct all band music, field and stand tunes (drum & field majors only) 
- Maintain an orderly seating arrangement of the band during football games and keep 

band/section members positively engaged in the event  
 
Qualities of a Student Leader  
Candidates should be prepared to talk about their strength and weaknesses with regard to this 
list. No one is perfect and we are interested in how you will use the position (if selected) as an 
opportunity for personal growth.  
 

- Level-headed and able to think under pressure  
- Able to accept criticism and act upon reflection/ analysis of that feedback  
- Dedication to the band program  
- Posses basic leadership skills  
- An accomplished musician  
- Dependable and personable  
- Exhibit a good attitude and be enthusiastic 

 
Audition requirements:  
- Be prepared to demonstrate good marching technique 
- Conduct the Star Spangled Banner (Drum major applicants will receive additional conducting 
audition requirements) 
- Be prepared to participate in an interview/ audition with the Director and Asst. Director  
 
 
 



GARNET VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL BAND 
Application for Student Leader 2018 (Due May 16) 

 
NOTE: Candidates that are accepted as drum major or field major will be expected to attend 
Leadership training camp at West Chester University (July 23-26). $200 scholarship toward 
tuition is covered by the QNC, transportation is the responsibility of the student.  
 
 Name: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Grade (next year): _____________________ Years in MB: ___________  
 
I am interested in applying for (check all that apply): 
 
_____Drum Major _____Field Major _____Section Leader 
 
Please type your answers and submit to Dr. Selfridge either in print or via email 
(selfris@garnetvalley.org)  
 

1. What leadership skills have you already brought to the Band?  
2. Have you held a leadership position in any other organization (including Band) before? Be 

specific, talk about your duties and any situations that you handled in that position that would be 
relevant to this application.  

3. What rehearsal procedures or band traditions do you think are particularly good for our band and 
worth continuing?  

4. What are one or two changes you would make to the way we do things and why? 
5. How do you anticipate working with a student who may be difficult, unruly, or have a poor work 

ethic? What if this student is one of your friends? 
 
It is understood that if I am selected to be a Student Leader, I will be expected to:  
 

1. Support the Band Directors and other staff with the utmost dedication  
2. Maintain a strong dedication to the entire year-long band program  
3. Attend all Band functions unless you have express permission from the band director 
4. Uphold the highest possible standards and set an example for all band members  
5. If not chosen, I will assume my regular role in the band, or other leadership position (if  
applied for) and give full cooperation to the other members of the band and director. 
 

 
Student Name: _____________________ Student Signature:_________________________  
 
Student email (print legibly):_____________________________________________  
 
Parent Name: _____________________ Parent Signature:_________________________  
 
Parent email (print legibly):_____________________________________________  
 
Applications are due by: Wednesday, May 16 
Interviews will be held on Monday, May 21 after school (sign up for a time with Dr. Selfridge) 


